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JL HE narrative of the following Trayelf 

■ 

Wjis not originally intendecTfor the pres8« Jt 
was Written at first purely as a homa^^e at 
th? shrine of friendship ; but many of thosf 
jpersons for whose private amusement it W^S 

k * t « • 

destinedi as well as others distinguished foj^ 
their science and information> having prp* 

iiounced the manuscript to be both interest* 
Ing and instructive, their Judgment h^s ha^ 
sufficient weight with the writer to induce 
him to present hi? observations to the publi9 

at large* , , . .. :;.; 

Thougli.Hhe iapidity wi^^^ the tra- 

teller proceedi^; ^ei-xdttted him to cast only 
a transient yieW'.t^o^^^ different olj^ectf 
worthy of remark Which offered themsejyes 
Ip his attention, yet fhe historian, the geogra;* 
pher, and the statistical observer, will perhaps 
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y^^%^^: ;Will .d^n;i not imwar%y,to he 

. J^egiste^e^ and remcmbred, v.v 

. Tlj«-nio^ interesting parts of the f^jncj^we 

will np 4oubt be found to be the Jpurney.jof 

the writer across the Crimea,, and tfee iiyn^te 

, and jwnnlet account of the expedition of the 

. /am^lL}^ gn^b^ssy from. P^teysbvugjto ; j;;?!^^!!- 

..tinpg}^ a§.wjel\as of its residence in» t^^jiaplal 

X)f.th^|Pjirl5ish empire, in47:93. ThgiH^Wicas 

^y^fiHl^^vs nothing,^ or. .^^no^ws ,vg?)r Jitt^cP?- 
speoUngthe interesting route f>f 4tiy« /^©puta- 
tion jhi;Qugli a conskie|a.ble j>art pf Enrope; 
, a part^.hitherto alnio^t u^ifrequented, >a|»^-i:e- 
spectpig, which we have iscarcely ^ny a,ji- 
thentip information; wJ^ile the yoyage of 
lord Mac^rtneV*jlo;?e^ tod* th^^her ptp-^ 
vihces of .China* , has. he?» fii^iied with enji- 
phasis, publbhed*. jfiU^^ ^nd^is in 

the hands of all thV wbVlrfi -•'-:• 

This Russian embassy, £Qmpo$ed4>i! 9 jtrain 

of Jieariy seven, hun^edj^r^o^c aM.wM^^h 
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-pSShilga a spectacle oFlruly i4satf<y1uXUty, 

^H:Oiisfefed, strictly spekkiftg, of H single cara-» 

van. A detachment of ipfantrjr and cavalry 

' r 

Opened "aiid closed their marcli; they ad^ 
' variced by very slow stages; every etenirig 
vtt encampment was formed according to alj 
the rule$ of the military art ; and' every third 
da/^was devoted to -relaxation and rest ' it 

ivto not till the sixth month after they left 

, • •.- - ■« • • -•. 
^ Pfetersburg that they arrived at Constanfi-^ 

jioj^e, ^d their ceremonial entry \va5'in an 

^liriCclthmon 'degree memorable and brilliant. 

Ail the curiosities of this ancient metropolis 

Were exposed to the view of the ambassador 

fmdithe jiriiicipal persons of his $uite, by the 

expBe^ orders of the grand-signior ; and 

the *a?u^or of the following sheets exerted 

4s itinch vigilance as eagerness, to keep an 

yiiiflpite^'and'ekact journal of every thing he 

paw. 

*-''^Tfi^%utKtir bfegfe to be allowed to apologise 

'•for- rhi>ttppaftMl 'skiilhy wKidh he fears some 
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&t lii9 headers will impuie to somcf poftiofli 
bf his narrative } particularly when his route 
lay across ddsetts and uncivilised countries^ 
But how was this defect to be avoided? H^ 
knew little or nothing of the language of these 
countries J and, if he had been better qualified 
in this respect, the population was so scanty,^ 
that little Was the information he would have 
gained » Yet even where his researches hav6 
been least eflfectuaU he trusts that he has col^ 
lected some Valuable materials for the geo- 
grapher^ as well as some useful hints for such 
persons as shall have occasion to travel in this 
part of 4he globe* The navigator whose 
Jouriiial presents us with no more than the^ 
variations of the wind, the changes of the: 
weather, and the successive appearances of 
rocks and shores, is yet entitled to the gratn 
tode of mankind, as having added his portion^, 
to the magazine of science, and extended our 
acquaintance with the planet we inhabit- 
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CHAP. I. 

Journey from Vienna to Jassy. 

jViY journey from Vienna to Jassy was per- 
formed with so much rapidity, as to afford 
' me very little opportunity of observing any 
thing more, as I passed through Moravia, 
Gallicia, and Moldavia, than the sites of dif- 
ferent countries, meagre villages, and post- 
houses, the masters of which did not appear 
to be more at their ease than their neigh- 
bours. I quitted Vienna on the 30th of Au- 
gust, and directed my route towards Bielicz ; 
passing through Brunn, Olmutz, and Tes- 
chen ; the last of which towns had lately been 
destroyed by fire, but was already rebuilt. 
In Gallicia I observed a great number of 
Jews, who all wear a sort of long robe .made 

B 
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pf black Stuff, which, together, with a Jarge 
.Ijat flapped , at the ^sjdes, giv^ them. 9, yeiry 
^remarkable appearance. At every stage 
hiy <:arriage was surrounded by them, fox 
the purpose either of offering their com- 
modities for sale, or inviting me to lodge. at 
their houses ; for in this country, as well as 
in Poland, almost all the inns and post- 
houses are kept by Jews. The excessive 
filthiness of their persons was very unal- 
luririg, and I declined then- invitations. 

The road leading to Lemberg had just 
been almost entirely new made, and is here 
^an<| there ihtcrspct'sed with bridges aijd ^Ikes, 
constructed with considerable skill and soli- 
dity. The lower side of the road is bordered 
^ with, a continued line of trees, which greatly 
embellish it. I observed that it is kept in 
'excellent repair, and is convenient for tra- 
.. veiling, with the exception of a certain 
exteht of road in the environs of Lemberg, 
where the depth of the sand is so conside- 
rable, and rendered our pace so very slow 
and tiresome, that 1 was under the necessity 
bf increasing tfee number of_ horses to niy 
carriage/ - 
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The p»rt8 pf G»lliqi» \ passed through 
presented Very few points of view that 
werq agreeable. The face of the country 
\% in general too fbt and woody to allow 
of niy discovering a single prospect capable 
gi exciting the least pleasure. 

After ixavelHng sijc days, I arrived, much 
fatigued, pn the 4th of September at Lemberg, 
th^ capital pf QslUcia, niaety^eight miJ^ 
distant from Vienna, On the following iiay 
I went on to E^ernowicz, capital of the Buko^ 

'vine; a city built in the naogt modern ta?t«^ 
and the aspect of which is very pleasing^ 

The first place that fell >» ray >vayi caJk4 
Hertz, in Moldayia,^ afforded jne .a very 
singular and novel specie? of giatilication^ 
On entering^ the town, it happened that 
a- considerable fiiir was holding m iU an^ 
X was not a little surprised to see on each 
dide of the principal street a long range of 
booths^aod stalls, fill^ with all sorts of pro* 
visions, articles useful to travellers, stuffs, 
broadcloths, and jh infinity of other mer- 

iphsjndi??, tb« pf iocs ; pf wljleh. were? very 

moderate. The poit-house of . this piac«» 

s2 



as well as all those in Moldavia, which 
are>jkej)t by Russians, is a miserable cottage, 
situated at the extremity of the town/ I was 
no sooner arrived than I was told I should 
be obliged to wait till the following day 
for fresh horses, there being then none to 
be had at the post-house. After reflecting 
a little upon the best probable means of 
extricating myself from this difficulty, I de- 
sired to be conducted to the house of the 

^ v' 

hoi/ard*, or lord of the place, of whoni I 
demanded an audience; but his eMdleitCT/ 
happening just then to be performing his 
ciesta^, none of his servants would venture to 
take updn themselves the .task of awakeiling 
him ; so I was obliged to wait at his house 
till nature herself thought proper to be- 
friend me. I observed nothing in the con- 
struction of his hpuse different from others 
of the place, but that his roof of thatch 
projected considerably, and was supported 

* This name of hoyards, hojares, or hojards, is given in 
general to men of rank in Russia. They enjoy very high con- 
siclt?fa\ion, though it does not appear that they are much con- 
cemed in.the government of their coiuntfy. . \ • 

f Afternoon sleep. 



by pillars. The boyard being at length 
aw^e, I soon obtained the solicited interr 
view for myself and my interpreter. 

He was a young man with, a fine, counte- 
nance, seated on a sofa, with his legs crossed 
in the eastern manner. 

After receiving me with the most perfect 
politeness, and listening with great attention 
to the request I made him to give direc- 
tions for my being accpnunodated with 
sufficient horses to continue^ my journey, 
het ordered me six, which were instantly 
harnessed and put to my carriage : the ex- 
pense ; of them was but two florins, .though 
they conducted me eight miles> and I had 
nothing to do but to congratulate myself on 
the celerity of our pace. My postillions 
reached the end of the stage in about four 
or five hours. In this country, as well 
as in Russia^ they do not feed their horses 
in stables ; they let them graze in herds, 
and at liberty, in the fields and plains ; and 
when any are wanted for the carriages of 
strangers, the number required are accord- 
ingly caught and harnessed. These animals 
go very well on even ground, but exclama^ 
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tioiis ftfid the Whip tlf6 absolutely Accessary 
to mftk^ th^m itsoejid t&^ £tidiitltfims% 

The grwrt scarcity ttf water fit for drtflk* 
iog is A very dtsagtefeabte citcumfetahce, 
trhicii occiifs td thdse tvho travel in Mol- 
davia. I was often obliged to eonteht my- 
self with water that was foul and (Stagnant. 
The wise fMTovidence 6f nature, iri^ this in-^ 
stance, has gone no further than^ in lieu of 
the springs mkI rivers of other cbufltries^ to 
substitute in this a great quantity of pools, 
the natural unwholesomettess of which is 
increased by th^ prodigious number of wild^ 
dudks and fish that inhabit them, I foundi 
fortunately, soMe •cohsolatioh in k' great 
abundance of melons and arbouses ^, Which 
are common here^ and extremely cheap. 

It was not till the ^nd Of eldven days that 
I reached Jassy ; apd it was with the great^t 
est difficulty thatlobtathed accoiftmodations 
in the iftti W whidh I Mlgtited, This city ii 



^ Arbottses are a Mxi of ftuit Hi icohiur And sils6 Very xiiticb 
like chef irtei, Thej have a sbarp tiile^ and ^q difficult of dW 
gestion. The tree which bears them is called arbousier, and 
merits a distinguished place in the plantations of our ^ihteir 
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alj^ont n l^gtt^ ai^ Q, half in (sif (HitAfer^^nce : 
the leh^ ^M breadth of Ob streets lare almo^ 
ey«r/Hvh;gre alike $ and the same may be 
said of the exterior of its hoti^es^ |>r9ducing 
, together an uniformity which mikes it 4M^ 
cult at first for a stranger lo find his' way in 
it. Instead of pavement, th^ streets are laid 
with planks and beatns, placed cross*ways, 
and, where exactness in laying them has not 
been particularly attended to, are very in- 
cpnvetiient to the feet. With the exception 
of several, handsome stone-built houses, be- 
longing to the principal boyards, all the 
odtwr^'ftre low, and have courts before thems 
crowded with buildings made of wood. The 
streets contain a great number of shopt and 
stalls o( every denomination, which, when 
lighted tip in the evening, produce an 
agreeable effect. 

The most remarkable edifice in this, city is 
the palace of prince Ypsilanti^ which was 
inhabited by prince Potemkin during the 
time of his residence here. 

A spectacle which produces a sentiment 
of pain, and which no human* mind can 
escape from, is thj^t of the unhappy raiiti-. 
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lated soldiers, one mee\s at every: step in 
the streets; here you see a Russian who with 
difficulty sustains himself on a wooden leg, 
Tvhich is substituted for that he lost inv bat- 
tie ; there a Turk who has lost an arm ; in 
the next street a poor wretch covered with 
the most nauseating wounds, which he ex« 
poses to the view of passengers in order to 
excite their sen^bility and to obtain alms^ 
that are humiliating only to the government 
,v^hich has left such supplicants unprovided 
for. 

t was not diverted from the painful im-* 
pressions caused by these miserable objects, 
until the event of the pompous and splendid 
entry, of the embassy from the Ottoman 
court on the subject of the conclusion of 
peace^ All the nobility of Moldavia had 
been to meet it, and formed a most brilliant 
concourse, consisting of boyards mounted 
on richly caparisoned horses, and an infinity 
of carriages of every description: The ar- 
rival of the ambassadors, and the opening 
of the conferences for the conclusion of the 
|)eace, occasioned repeated festivities and 
balls in t^he. Ypsilanti palace before spokeu 
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of; aftd the apartments I "occupied being 
veiy near to it, t had a good opportunity of 
seeing all the splendor ^nd variety of the 
costumes of the guests, the brilliant illumi- 
nations exhibited in the ihterior, assisted by 
the enchanting sounds that proceeded' from 
their concerts, appeared to me one of the 
finest spectacles I had ever witnessed. The 
rejoicings that took place in honour of the 
anniversary of the birth of our great empress 
Catharine were not lesis brilliant ; and the 
pleasure I experienced on that occasion was 
doubly welcome to my heart. The sound 
of canpn, announcing the illustrious day, 
began with the first rays of the sun; All 
the Russian military, and the inhabitants of 
the city, assembled in great order in the 
Greek church. When the customary reli- 
gious ceremonies were over, oxen, stuffed 
with all sorts of poultry, and ornamented with 
ribbands, were roasted in the open air in the 
great squares of the city, and afterwards 
distributed to the people. A general illu- 
piination in the evening terminated the di^ 
versions which had succeeded each other 
(Jviring the course of the day* ^ 
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it wa»' ftmidst sneh pleasures and dii$ 
dipitidiir that I' pa^d my time while 
I fitaydt:^ Jassjr, The Itfth of Oetdfeer, 
I7du was distingtished by the death df ' 
fifild-marshar prince Potemkin, and the stag- 
nation produced by this event in all public 
alfitir& detained me four months longer iti 
this city. 

This illtrttrious favourite of fortune vi^buld 
not, in 'all probability, so soon have termi* 
nated his brilliant career, if he had not set * 
nature at defiance, and had listened to the 
judicious advice of his physicians. Mthe- 
stete 6f general debility in which he found - 
himself, instead of remaining in k 'quiet ^ 
situation, or using the prescriptions that Had ' 
bc5en ordered for him, he suddenly cOn- ' 
ceived the /Whim of getting Into his travel- 
ling carriage, and being conveyed to the 
new town of NicolaJ, situated at twenty miles ' 
fi!5om Ji^y. He had scarcely accomplished 
a third part of the journey, when,' beiiig* 
seri^ed with a faintness in his carriage, B'*^' 
was taken out of it, and expired a ft'W* 
hours after in the open fields. His corpse 
was conveyed on the same day to Jassyj; 



athdi)n th« third r^ay arfter Its ttttml/Msodii 
as such pompous pfeparalfons :cottld lie: 
finished, he was placed on a mstgbificciit: 
bed ^f state iti a rdotn himg with black; 
with A OroWtt oti hi* head, the matk df hi& 
dignity of hetfnan^ bf all the Cossacks, 
and itt his hand a cdmiMndant's truncheon. 
. Around the bed of state, which was placed 
under a canopy of starlet broadcloth em- 
bfoideted with gold and silver, were laid on 
cushions of brocade the respective imignia 
of aU the orders with which he had bQcn 
invested by his sovereign and other Euro- 
pean princes. The coffin was: surrounded : 
by the principal officers of his army, and . 
by pages dressed in black, and the chamber > 
exposed to public view. The funeral, which i 
took place on the following day, was per- 
formed with similar pomp and magnifi^ 
cence. More than ten thousand Russian 
soldiers, with inverted arms, and preceded : 
. by the united bands of all the corps, play-^ 
ing a march adapted to the occasion, fol- 
lowed the procession ; to say nothing of. 

* The dignity of hetman answers to that of general or 
icjiief of the CossackSf 
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Moldavian boyards, Greek priests headed 
by their bishop, Cossacks, Tartars, and 
Turks, who all joined in the procession. 
This remarkable ceremony closed with a 
discharge of artillery and .musketry ; and 
the trump of fame, which had recorded the 
actions of this important personage during 
his life, had still much to promulgate even 
after his death. His body was conveyed to 
Cherson, and interred in the principal church 
of that town. 
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CHAP. IL 

r ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Journey in the Interior of the Crimea. 

I PROLONGED my stay at Jassy to the ^- th 
of January*; on which day, after providing 
myself with boots, furred caps, and garment^^ 
and taking the precaution to put a good 
mattrass in my kibitke\, I set out, accom- 
panied by a German officer, upon my expe^ 
dition through the Crimea. 

My progress was at first extremely slow 
...•We left Jassy about eight in the even- 
ing, having oxen to our carriage instead of 
horses, which we found it impossible to 

* The Russians still retain the old manner of reckoning by 
what is called the Old Style, which differs from the New Jby 
eleven days. This difierence is expressed by the doable date 
used by the author. 

t The kibitke is a small cart made of wood^ and of a 
circular form ; it is mounted on two wheels^ and is like tlie 
light carriages used by the Tartars for removing goods or 
tilts^ which they call arba. The kibitkes are usually covered 
with skins or rushes^ according to the means of the possessor. 
Properly speaking, the kibitke is rather a sort of cabin than 
a carriage. 



pfocurd In my part bf the city. Our Mol* 
idavian icanductori ivho was not perfectly 
acquainted with the roa^, mistook his way 
when he had proceeded abbut half a league^ 
so that ve wandered at hazard during three 
or four hours, and at length found bur- 
selves ope league from Jassy: It was then 
midnight, and extremely dark; we there- 
fore? determined to wait for the brieak of 
ffay-to continue our journey. "We arrived 
at die eAd of the first stage ty twelve at 
lioon, and were fortunate enough to procure 
horses; iktt we were under the necessity of 
employing a whole day, in a circuitous |)ro- 
gress, to find a place where it might * be 
possible to cross the Pruth with safety. 

In th^ environs of Bender we passed th? 
Dnieper, which was half frozen over; but 
ear© liad been taken to break the ice, so as 
tt? pre;vent the inconvenience of delay tq 
travellers- All the forts and exterior works 
of this place, formerfy so important, as well 
as all the other Turkish fortifications taken 
by the Russians, have J^een, by tlie order of 
prince Potewkini entirely destroyed, and 
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rased 40 ^he ground. <Jh\s(i^iXBSp togi^jief 
with it$. town, ?W9/s formerly sittisted on the 
9m)[iniit(o^^ia mpimtain whose haisewason the 
b?inks,;c^llfef5 S^ruth*^ Th& town itsdif isi 0!c- 
Itrem^l)? i^ rbiiilt; ^the streets very dirtf, and 
the hwB^s snaall ; which is .the ewe int almost 
all thQ fortified places belonging to the 
Turks. At a small diststfice from it tfcwy 
take cajne to show $trangera thf^^fiol.wbens 
Chai^ XII, king of Sweden^ dofo&dedjhnii*' 
$plf ^i^b^f uch coq^rage aad intrepidity against 
n£arl)^rfc^^ thousand .Turks and JMttm^wkAi. 
^nlvv,^ l)S^ndfi4.of brave fellows wibo^^uned 
l^s^^nj^ortune. a/ oin; : j 

dtti J^eaving. Bender, you enter jmniedi'i; 
ately the plain of C^gakowr It is a vast sum 
f^e^,« almost entirely choaked with different 
W^ds, throughout which not % singlo babiHi 
tation, trpe, or bu^, is to be mat with, and 
ili which one would be tempted to believe 
oneself] in a desert^ virere there not hero and 
tjkere a postrhouse established for. the con-» 
ifcnip|ice, of travellers, and kfpt by Zuporon 
^m ;Cpssack$. After travelling three i%y% in 
thli^ solitud^> ^d now at no gi^eat distance 
from Oczakow, we at length arrived on thfe 
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borders x>f the Bog, which was forjtrierly the 
line of demarcation between Russia .and 
Turkey. This river was covered with ice^ , 
even at its broadest part, which is very wide,- , 
so that it was not without danger/ we ejected 
a passage across it. 

We iiow advanced towards Cherson, 
where we arrived in the evening. This 
town> which was built about fourteen year$j 
ago, is situated on the banks of the Dniester, 
which forms a port for it capable of receiving . 
a great nuniber of ships. On a slip of l^nd . 
wbioh projects into the river ther^ is »/ 
budidlng, or lazaretto, erected for the purpose ; 
of e^ac):ing the quarantine of the vessels ^^ 
that arrive from Turkeyl In times of peaces 
when the activity of its commerce i& uninr 
terrupted, this town is undoubtedly very 
animated and well peopled; bqi as these 
advantages were at . this time suspended by 
the war, I found it rather empty . and . de- 
serted; Cherson (and probably the sanje 
may be said of the majority of new-built 
peaces) is a very pretty town, and in the most 
modern taste. . The streets are large and 
r^ular. It has a gr^ nu^xber of 4)ubliQ . 
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places ivhich form so many squares ¥ery 
iipiibrm and agreeable to the tye. Iti die 
eistvirom of the princ^al church, Ousted at 
the entrance of the town, . is llie tomb of 
the young prince of Wurtemberg who dmi 
in GalHcia; also that of general Muller, and 
of several other distinguished petsonages* 
Prince Potemkin is the only person to whom 
khe privilege Jias beexi granted o£ bekig in- 
terred in the chuirch itsdf. The st«&cts df 
this town are bordered with shops iii^ike 
same banner as in ali the other tawiis of 
Moldavia. To the left: of Cherson is a^)it, 
ihehuitdings of whidi serve for harracii3 to 
the garrison, and are sunk, low enough ua- 
^^er ground to ire cofnpjetejy sheltered 'from 
die fire of the emcmj in case of attack. Ttie 
ramparts are very high ; and the nwmerotis 
works which defend tjbeasp are furnished wilh 
batteries, and stiarrounded with verf dt^ 
moat^ curtains, and ^redoubts, which render 
the approadi to them extremely diiO[iciiJ(. 
Behind the exterior works are some very 
liandsome modern buildings, inhabi|»d by 
the commandant and other oificers dT the 
gsrmson, the way to which is by a bcidgs Jit 
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e^ith extremity. The enormous expense 
incurred for the construction of this fort; ap- 
pears ahfnost useless, now that Cherson, by 
the conquest of Oczakow and all the 
country situated between the Bog- and the 
Dniester, is no longer a frontier town, or 
destined to repel the Turks. Over each 
of the town gates appears the Russiau eagle 
with his wings extended in sculpture, and 
having underneath different inscriptions, of 
which I shall content myself with giving 
the following specimen: *^ This is the road 
that leads to JBi^xaniium.'' 

All the environs of Cherson are extremely 
sandy, and absolutely barren, for a league in 
every direction; consequently, the inhabi- 
tants are obliged to procure all articles for 
food from Poland, and from the Ukraine; but 
•in the more interior p?irts of the country the 
greatest fertility and most smiling abundance 
are conspicuous. On every side, nothing 
Hie^ts the eye but fields and gardens in the 
,highest.«tate.of cultivation; delicious vine- 
yards, and an infinite number of pretty coun- 
try houses in which the wealthy inhabitants of 
Cherson pass the summer months. However, 



" 19 

the quantity of eand ki the environs of this 
town, md the violence of the winds that pne- 
yai^lhere in all seasons of the year^ render the 
air extremely unwholesome, and frequently 
produce-epidemical and dangerous maladies. 
It being impossible, on account of the vio- 
lence of the winds, to cross the Dnieper and 
^le other rivers that lay in our way, we were 
obliged to remain a fortnight in CJhersom 
The melancholy example of one of the conr 
ductors of the carriages, who had the tettic- 
rity to venturp upon the ice, and had been a 
victim to his imprudence, was sufficient to 
'discourage us from engaging in a similar-^n- 
terprise. However, a traveller just arrived at 
Cherson from the Crimea having told us that 
at a pkce seventy xverstes* higher up towards 
the north we could pass the Dnieper in safety, 
we instantly set out; and having crossed the In- 
gulez without accident, we reached the banks 
of the Dnieper. But the passage over it did not 
by any means appear so, easy as had been re- 
presented to us: independently of the ere- 

* The nAme of a mea&are used in Russia. The werst is 
equal to about two-thirds of the English mile^ or a quarter of 

« 

a Ftei\ch league. 
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Vfces we discoTCtcd in the iet, it was s^ slip- 
pery is to render it almost impossible to stgiad 
Upon it. In addition to this inconvenience/ 
we were assailed by the most impetuous whirl- 
Winds, which fevery moment exposed us to be-, 
ihg thrown on the ground • In this critical 
situation, we judged it best to lighten the ear- 
riages by taking ifrom them all our baggage: 
and then fastening them on a small sledge^ 
upoii which we placed ourselves also, we pur-»' 
sued our route (observing however the pre- 
caution of sounding the ice as^ w<e went alot^)^ 
iill we gained the opposite * shore ; ^here at 
length we arrived in safety. 

In two days after this we found oursdved 
at dsty-break at Perecop, where we stayed a 
few hours for the purpose of delivering ^ftie 
letters with frhich we had been intrusted. 
The moat which separates the p<eninsula of 
Taurida from the main land is not very wide;;; 
In the middle of it appears a very handk>me 
bridge adorned with the arnas of Russia* 
This moat is only half a league distant froM 
jPerecop, which is a small insignificant vil- 
. lag? consisting merely of a few streets. 

From this place to Sympheropol, formerly 



JVcfamet^S^het, and the residence jof, idie gQ^ 
wtmoTi the distance is very inpouaideirable; 
9iiid we reai:§ied it wi^out 9iiy ipponvenir 
ejiqe |)itt that of ^xcessdvi^ cold, .fromi whic^' 
€Jven th^i warrath of our furs was iugufficient 
,tp defend US* 

t I was received with the greatest courtesy- 
.^jld civility by the governor, general Tsphi- 
:;gulin; and he had the goodness to re- 
f^oiiimeqd accommodations j to . me which 
iwere near his hou$e, that I might see him 
oken with the greater laj^jty . . 

I now took advantage of my Idspre, and 
\of every occasion that presented itself, to 
'ins;fe0 myself acquaintod with the inhabi- 
..ta^te of the countryi as well as with this 
j?*«*iou$ peninsula, which to the. present time 
■has hadvso littl? intercourse with other pl^pe?. . 
. My Jove of a country residence, and a taste , 
,ft)r the beauties of nature, derived a com- 
plete gratification from the plan of conduct 
:I ^opt^d. We lived in this place ex- 
^ttly as if we had been in the country, the 
tawi6t being more Uke a village ^Kan the seat 
df gohrernment of a canton^ The pasturagp- 
m \hh vicinity of pur abode was quite de- 
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lightftllf; ♦and I \ms assured by severtit ^j[*eiv 
sons perfecdy well acquainted witib the pferk 
insula; that^ the spot on which*we'r*sJd^ 
was th^ finest and most agreeable of aiiy'ife' 
the same environs. In feet, on whatever Siite 
we looked, we were presented with the m*&t' 
enchaijting and various points of view : * to^the 
least atid soufh, a chain of beautiful mountaittg 
covered with wood, and exhibiting themo$t 
pictui-esque and lively verdure: even tho$fc 
that "^re the most ♦ destitute in this reip^et 
lequally presented to us a style <s€ he^Mty 
which it was impossible to feontempl*t€ l^'^ith 
indifference. Towards the north, in the view 
of Perecop, and also on the western iide^ th^ 
eye perceives nothing biit ah enchanting mix- 
ture of valleys, plains, and fields; not to n1i*tt- 
tion an infinite number of groves iritersfeetfed 
by superb avenues, or by the Salgir, which 
flows there in a serpentine course, and ih 
several places forms water-fells, whose soft 
murmurs communicate to the soul a silent 
and most interesting languor. The only eir'^ 
pumstance calculated to interrupt the charmi 
pf this spectacle is the regret unavoidably 
fel^ in the reflexion of the great scar<:ity'of 
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mhabitftfita and vills^es in a count|ry on 
which iiature has bestowed so many, gifts 
cfbpal>l<^c of ^affording the highest enjoyment. 
Thie Tartars have some difficulty to accustom . 
thbmselves to European manners, and to the 
new domination of the Russians, notwith- 
^standing the continual and soothing attisn- 
tipns and kindness of the governor, who 
thu^ endeavours to render his domination 
agreeable, tp them, and to induce them to. 
love it, I dined several times at his table in 
company with different Tartars of distinction, 
and was an eye*wi^ss of the pa^icular consi* 
deration and deference with which he treated 
theiji. These same persons occupied some 
of the most important places in the govern* 
ra^nt. . In t|iis country, every village is go- 
vfnie4 by its mursa, or chief, whom it has 
thp right of electing. The mursa pronounceisi 
upon all controversies that arise in the affairs 
of his district. The majority of. the inhabi- 
taE^ts adopt the Turkish n^a'qner o{ living, and 
itlvery isyrely happens that they apply them-, 
seilvps ,to l^rning the Russian language with 
any aqcuracy • In respect to what concerns 
their, character, I h^ve h^4 opportujnities of 
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sublime generbsity ahd^ mildiie9g> a ft^* 
and truly •^patriatchal gferipKcity, * rftt4 tei 
eagerness of hospitality that jiesetrftH thd 
highest cdtamendatioti. 

I had oHfe bccasiofl of judging still Wdfe 
closely of the plea&tire with which th^^ Tar- 
tars exercise this last-mentioned virttie. It 
iifi^ an incident in Which I was personally con- 
cerped, and I fcannot deny mysdlf the grati- 
fication <jf relating it here : I had sold my 
kibitke for forty roubles to a JFrench ofiker 
who^was in the Russian service, irid he had 
^oiie away with the kibitke^ to join his re- 
gitiient, stationed at three mil6s from l^m- 
pherDpol, without paying me the forty rou- 
bles : he also disregarded ' the letters I sent 
him on the subject, I then determined to 
go fo his abode ; Which step laid him under 
the nfecessity 6f discharging the debt. Re- 
turning from this short excursion, a horse I 
had hired on the road, and which I obtained 
through the positive orders of -the governor, 
Wtthbut whose - interference I should not 
hittt hfeen able to procure any> proved so 
isxtreftiely imtiractable, that it was with the 
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i|tf9^ 4i^^^^y I could g^t him ai4vof the 
viWag^. Nig^t having come on rather sud* 
4^^yh I ki$t the proper track; %nd the roads 
|teii;ig/ every where jrendcied almost impass* 
able from the heaty rains that had fallen, my 
horse at every moment sunk up to the girth* 
In mud ; from which nothing but blows could 
induce him to extricate himself. I fortu^ 
ftat^ly heard at 3ome distance the, baking of 
4^g$.; and perceiving also a lights I directed 
tKiy course towards it, and at length reached 
^HjirU^g^^ wliere I met with a respectable old 
man, a Tartar, by whoin I was conducted 
tfi the niursa*$ house ; who after receiving 
ipfd widi great civility, invited ine to $it rv&sut' 
the fire, ordered me a good bed, and tl^fok^ 
lowing morning sent a guide with me to 
SympberopoL 

• A short time after tliis litde journey, gene-^ 
ral Tschigulin, whose worthy and amiabld 
f^haracter excites my warmest esteem^ ;and 
who treated me with a kind*partiality that | 
nfever shall forget, suggested to mt the pfo^ 
JBCtof making a journey iiito the interior of 
^18 curious countryj, hitherto so little fre- 
4]aented !by strangers^ iThc tn^^ns bfe pf^ 
^red xz)e for facilitating such an enterprise 
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iriiatJ6^ it 5thJ)06siBle for me to remaitt for 
a nlortient undecided. After having pro- 
cured a stock '6f provisions and wine, 
and engaged^ a travelling companion, t 
set out -for' the port of Sewastopol. The 
wieather was most delightful : my road was 
Ihrough a delicious plain, at the bottom of 
which . flows the Alma, continuing all the 
w^y to Batchisarai, the ancient residence of 
thiet' khkns 6f the Crimea, and distant from^ 
it only thirty' werstes. After a journey of 
some hours, we found ourselves at the gates 
of^his town» the situation of which is ex- 
tremely picturesque: it is surrounded on all 
sides by a chain of high mountains and rttck^; 
wfeieb * conceal it from the eye till you are 
actually entering it. What appeared to me 
the most curious, and excited equally my 
surprise and admiration, was the configura*- 
tiob of flie rocks, on whose forms nature 
seems to have taken pleasure in bestowing 
every possible variety : some are rounded 
like a ball, others are triangular or squared ; 
many of them have the form of a tower, and 
otfier^ pjespnt.the iftiager of old ruins, or .are 
l5ie^^ ^^erp^dicijl^rly, repptese^ting^ high 
"avails, whqse striking elevation inspire^ one 
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M^ silent plefasute-and respect. L^mplo^icdl 
th^rest of the day in visiting a p^^ id tins 
romantic country^ and procuFed a,guide to 
conduct me to a plaice situated in the middle 
i9f the rocks> called V the. fort of the Jews/ 
wiikh was so named partly on account of die 
class of men who inhabit it, and parUy frOiOi 
the nature of it& position, U'^bieh is 3ucla^ 
to render all attempts to reduce it un^yaU^ 
zhl(^4 This fort i /appears to the eye^ort^ing 
more than a smdl insignificant vtllageoi^: the 
poi^t Qf 4he rock, from whence ;it QOjjB^injtoilp 
all :t^e adjacent country by a..5upe«k>rijy of 
el^vationi of several hundred feet>: and isj^p?- : 
cessibl^only by a narrow. path rl^ewn iRt^ 
rock wide enough for one passenger, itfi^hAd 
spot, from time immemorial, i a j^mdopy .of 
Je(ws have lived a .peaceful^life> sheltered 
from the vexations to Wihich their noe has 
every where else been exposed: here tjii^y 
freely exercise their reli^on in a synagog^ 
surrounded by trees x>f extraordinftry J^eigbt 
and: beauty. Notwithstanding jldftP qlevajt^d 
situation of diis viUage, it is not without , 
?p«iagfti muleti, jtfid wells* whose \yat?rs» > 
^on^uc^eci by csmk an4 pip9% . flow h WP" 
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%ulaf carries over dijQTer^irt parts of its mr* 
face* This, place is also die! abode of a kmd 
of animal^ = called eldn, which much i^eaemf 
bles^ the stagy dnd is in many wayir of l^reat 
use and profit to the inhabitants. 

At the approach of nigbti I desc^ndiad 
4nto th^ town^ and fouhd in one of tbe 
^artments of the palace an excellent bcfd 
-with pillows of down prepared for me, 
on which I soon consigned, to oblivion the 
fefigiie of the day* The principal serywat 
took great pains to show me all the apart- 

itient^ it contained^ which were distributed 

' ' » , 

•and furtiished after the eastern manner; Its 
"Exterior has considerably the appeai^mce of 
a^^kfhall fort; it £5 surrounded with mdfttq, 
die; batiks of which are planted with trees 
W singular beauty. Its interior contains 
'^a jg^eat nuniber of superb apartments, 9U^p- 
'|>Iied with a quantity of divans * covered 
with Turkey damask. I dba^rved also the 
hmiihi, which in former times were destined 
for t1}#^ la4ie$ of ihc khm'i seraglio: iSaek 
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t Tl^Q divan Is a tind of easy bed^ IksbioitaUe among the 
Tittk^y ^nd wWck diej use Vkjt if^Mf. 
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waHs-werc ©atirely coyered ^itb gl45s* » fo 
leaving tbem^ I passbd through two hi^ 
and apacioiis courts* : v . 

Very near to the palaqe stands the principai 
mosque of the Taitafs^ which is a handsome 
spacloui^ edifice overloaded with ornani^nts 
in the Turkish taste. They pointed out to 
me the place where all the ancient khans 
were buried : their tombs are adorned with 
a ceitatn number of turbans^ 

Tbfe next day, having seen every thixig; 
^latfWas curioui?^ I commenced an excurr 
ision mto a part of the country in which the 
evening before I had «een :so many pbjec^ 
that attractied my attrition. Accordingly | 
|>e]^etrated n^ore than three leagues into itfae 
4eUghtful valleys formed by the chain^ of 
rocks which surrounds the town. These 
valleys, ^veral parts of which are watiared 
by an infinite number of brooks and rivulets, 
forming at certain distances delightful cu^ 
\?ades, are filled with houses and yill^ei 
inhabited by Tartars. The humerovs Bocks 
gvazing in the midst of thb Tocks and steep 
Miountains, assisted by. the sweet SDn&ds 
of the pipes of the shej^^h^rds remtiMsrated 



by the €tho6s, presented a spectacle sd ex^' 
qtiisitely enchantihg, that for a motnent I- 
fencied myself transported to the blissful 
plains of Arcadia. Among the number of 
animus which compose these jlocks, is the 
sheep of the Crimea, whose wool is uncom- 
monly beautiful, and whose skin even in 
&is country is reckoned very valuable, and 
h much sought after in Russia on account 
of its durableness, and the degree of increased 
delicacy it acquires the more it is worn. 
The cultivation of this breed of sheep, 
whose excellence is ascribable to that of the 
pai^turage which feeds them, has suffered 
greatly from the numerous emigrations oc- 
casioned by the Russian conquests in this 
country: but the government is now using 
every possible means of repairing this disad^- 
yantage, and is at present occupied in an 
important negotiation, the object of which 
is to transport thither a horde of Nogais Tar- 
tars, who have already manifested a desire to 
^tiMi^ themselves in the peninsula. If thi^ 
negotiation shoul4 succeed, it will occasion 
af Tery considerable increase of both humaa 
ii^cid afiimal population. ^ 
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When I had finished my rambles in l^its 
interesting country, I reti^rned to, thie town* 
Having met in the. streets severa). ladies 
dressed in a garment of coarse white i^anuel. 
With a veil of the same colour on the head 
which concealed a. great part of the«waist^ 
and which had only two small openings for 
the purpose of affording light, . I eagerly 
questioned the first person I met for.afl ^ex- 
planation of this spectre-like appej^rance, 
and was told that they were nuns belonging 
to. a Tartarian convent existing in the town. 

As I had determined to return ta the p9^ 
and the t9wn of Se wastopol before the ^nd of 
tlxe day, I was obliged to renounce- my in- 
clination to see the different objects of cu- 
riosity in Batchisarai f I therefore cpnteplte^ 
myself with bestowing a cursory glance op. 
«jeveral considerable village-ruins in the en- 
virons, some ancient castles aiKi other edi- 
fices which attest the magnificence of thi$ 
country, which in the time of the Genoese 
had been so flourishing; and departed ii^anc- 
diately after dinner. *" ^, 

4 We found the road somewhat ^lountainouj?, 
especially along the banks^ of thf, jijf li^ r^y^ 
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Belbekwe. After traveUing for B^ne hours, 
we reached the portofSew^opol^ which in 
time may become one of the finest in 
Europe. It is fonxied by two large bays ca« 
^ pable of containing more than a hundred 
¥e$^els; and it was with a pleasure both nevEr 
and lively that I enjoyed the spectacle of 
the sea; and an innumerabie quantity of 
Tmall ships anchored in the port. Thet^ 
-were also several ships of war; and in one o^ 
them which I went on board of, I met with 
a naval officer who was polite enough to e3&- 
plain to me every thing that appeared inter- 
esting. We afterwards got into a small 
boat, and were conveyal towards th^ town, 
which is situated in the centre of the double 
inclosure formed by the port. This place, at 
present in its infancy, gains something every 
day perceptibly towards, its increase and ag- 
grandisement, plans are in agitation for 
erecting houffes in every direction, and there 
is no doubt of its obtaining a distinguished 
rank among towns of the second order. 
A part of it, like Naples, is situated on the 
inountains tliat. surround the port, and the 
•other part at the foot of these . mountains. 
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\vhich in general are covered with vines; 
g^fdehs, and pleasure-houses. Along the 
sea-shore is a range of houses, which are 
greatly embellished by the delightful aye-* 
nues which lead to them. The motioh and 
activity which prevailed in all the environs 
of this port, the view of the "sailors busily 
employed in the ships, of the fishermen 
amusing themselves with casting and draw- 
ing their nets; the sounds proceeding frptri! 
the carpenter and mason employed ih the 
construction of an hospital destined to bb^ 
a retreat for disabled seamen, all* togetlie^l 
composed a picture that it would be impos* * 
sibtefor me to describe/ ^I remained 'iii this 
gratifying spot no longer than dutitig'^the re* 
mairider 'of the day of my arrival, and a few**' 
hours of the ensuing one: towards^ noon wdi 
set out for Batchisarai, and paid ^ visit' 
to an English gentleman, who, as well a&^ 
many other foreigners, was attracted to this 
peninsula by the* advantages eagerly ;pfof- 
fered by government to persons. dfcsirou^ of 
establishing themselves in it. He is the pbs- '^ 
sesspr of considerable Idnded propterty there.' ^ 
After having procured xne the pleitstlrd of ; 
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seeing the different eatabliabment^ he had 
newly finished, he conducted me to. an emi- 
nence, where I enjoyed the delightful view 
of tbe.jfhole country, ^w^tered .by the Alma, 
lind, intei:fi|)er9ed with, different itidimtain?^ 
which add to the lux.uriousne3s of this heaw- 
tifui landscape. I found it impossible to re- 
sist th^ Wrongest emotions pf pleasure at the 
sound of the warbjings pf thousands of 
nightingales, inhabitants of tl\e groves here 
andi ,|h^re dispersed in this country, and 
which not a little contribute to its embellish^ ' 

/ , 

went. . ^ . 

I found this firs^ excursion. §q very ;agree- 

able, that* qn my i;etwrn to SywjplieropoL 
I again applied to thQ governoi* for p^rmi^ion 
to mak^ a second jx^urney intojtnc^her can- 
ton. The pleasure with whiph he granted 
my request increased my gratitude, and did 
not allow mc' to losa a.. single, moraent. I 
set out, as soon as I had prepar^ the ne* 
cessary arrangements, upon toy. fijs^i expe- 
dition. 

- I directed my route for tb]^ .tigi5%;tewards 
Sudak, an hundred werstes distanf ff^?»?.Sy«i- 
pheropoL We slept tli.e first m^tM ^mx 
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distant only twenty werstcs from that town, 
and early the tiext diy we arrived at Ka-, 
rabasar, which, a^er Batchisarai, is the 
largest in the Crimea. From Sympheropol 
to Su<fak we found a very pleasant road, 
tbou^^h in general ratl^er difficult to pass 
over; it lies across nioiintains and rocks 
full of thick wood and brambles, with here 
and there an intermixture of vines, which 
appeared to be well cultivated; It was fi v^ 
o'clock in the evening when we arrived at 
Sudak. This place is composed of only a 
fe^v houses, among which is that of the com-^ 
mandant; and, from its position, is oneof th« 
most deligfatnil towris in all Taurlda. It is en- 
compassed ty a chain of beautiful mountains, 
ahnost all of which are planted with vines. 
This species of cultivation is making a rapid 
|>rogress, on account of the ejicellence of the 
win0, which is esteemfed one of the be?t pro* 
disced ih this peninsula, and is extremely 

prized In Russia. It has, in common with 

J 

mojt of the wines of the Crimea, a sweet taste, 
tmd must beexceeditigly salutary. It Js (>f a re* 
fipeshtiig rather than a heating nature. In the 
midit of these viiieyards, and on th* hillocks 

d2 
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which make a part of the mountaihs, appears 
an infinite number of gardens and pleasqrer 
h6uses; jhe charming avenues leading to 
thero conducting also.AP the summit of the 
mountains, from whence an unbounded view 
of sea and land presents itself. The day had 
begun to decline when I reached the top o/ 
one of those mountains, situated near the sea- 
shore, and covered with rocky protuberances 
forming a great number of little bays. I re- 
marked also the ruins or vestiges of an an- 
cient fort, of pretty considerable .dimensions, 
and C9nnected with the time^^ wheq 4he 
Genoese resided in this . country^ ^ The fort 
was destroyed several centuries; ago ; but it 
is very easy to form an idea of what it was, 
from the extent of the ipoatsa^jd q^nals, the 
traces of which are still visible; also from 
the size of the stones with which its towers 
and walls were constructed. Qn .the .point 
of one of these rocks th^re still pxigtg a high 
tower, which probably served as :} pharos to 
conduct the ships that arrived. . /IJQtliing re- 
palls to the mind a more positixCi^nd^ev^ident 
conviction of the instability and vicissitude of 
human concerns, than the view, of .these 



57 > 

toWns and .-fortresses, become a prey to the 
ifatkgesof time, and presenting to the eye 
Botliihg but the spectacle of scattered ruins, 
now become the abode of wild birds of every 
kind. V 

\. As night was rapidfy advancing, I hastened 
to regain the house of the commandant. 

The. following morning, at break of day, I 
Ijecommenced my expedition, for the purpose 
of idsiting' a small place tailed Old Crimea, 
from which it is very possible that the whble^ 
country derived! its name. It is the residence 
of the bishopjof Taurida; where he inhabits 
a very handsoine and extensive palace, which^ 
was built for the czarina at ' tlie time of 
her making a tour to the peninsula. ' Thfere 
is still iexistiiig in this country tlie residue of 
a colony of foreigners from various nations; 
but particularly from Germany. The esta- 
blishments ordered by the empress Catharine/ 
for the benefit of this colony having never 
been completed, the number of persons who 
inhabited it is so greatly diminished, as to 
leave. but very few biehind; I stayed in this 
place to examine a silk-manufectbry establish- 
ed 5ome' years ago by a subject of the diike of 
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Parma rbiit whether from a Want of work** 
men, or -of sufficient $kiU for snianaging and 
conducting i^/ the manofaptory is still very 
far from having attained the di^gree of ^r^ 
faction to which those of the same kind have 
arrived in France and Italy. From Old 
Crimea I proceeded to Theodosta, which* in 
former times wks so considerable and^ flourish^ 
iQg: it is sitiiated on Jkhe fe^nks of t^ fi^a;> 
^nd ita smaU port, tcrgether with the yeiEitiges 
of its aiK^ieni: .foitifiicatioi)s> are still to be si^n. 
Th>b towja exhibits now nothing but atndan^ 
choly ass^aablage of stoiics> wbtkh revives tha 
remembramce of its former, sfdendor only t^ 
contraist with that of its present decay and ruin* 
Leaving Theodosia, I returned to -^Sym-* 
]pheropoh I ofadenp^d a^vecat insignificant 
];^aces on thta roM^ which oflfered nothing 
worthy of remark;. Th© consdniction of the 
bouses in these diffeient places iii general 
remiBde one of the simfdicity «>£ the fii^st ages 
ail tbo epoch of tiie nativity of the arts : beam^j^ 
Qf faraadMS of trees^ placed irregulai^Iy onje 
em the other^ the iitterstkes filled with mo^; 
roo& covered with straw of wood> on Which 
ate placed stones iQteiid?4 tg H^p the straw 
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in its place;: such are the materiak that rom- 
pose the. abodes of the inhabitants : however, 
the foreigners who settle here generally 
build houses of stone for themsehnes. . This 
reasonaWy induces one to bfelieve, that this 
coutitry, so favoured by nature, wants no- 
thing but the hand of the labourer to fexhibit a 
high Slate of cultivation, and that in the lapse 
of fifiyryean;, or perhfcpff sooner, it %vill he one 
of tlie most flourishing countries 6i Europe. 

As ' this second excursion by no means 
satiated my ctiribsity, 1 lost no time in pto- 
jectuifg new adWitures. I was unwilling to 
have it ssiid that I had neglected taking a 
new Purvey of the T^erderdak, one of the 
highest mountains bfthe Crimea. I there- 
fore set out one day, at about eight in the 
evening, that I might aniive early at the foot 
of this sleep mountain, and avoid the heat 
of the sun, which began to be very ardent 
My Russian guide, not being perfectly ac- 
quainted with the mads, contented -hinifeelf 
with follomng the banks of the ilalgir. 
Being extreniely dissatisfied with his uncer- 
tainty as to the way we were to^ proceed in, 
and equally embarrassed how to diretit hiiti 
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jHys6lf, Fdetermiiied to go to the first-large 
village near US. When we reached it, I went 
directly to the mursa, and requested him to 
fuimish me with a guide better acquaintfed 
with the roads and the country^ He readily 
complied with my request, and I reached 
Fabel, situated at the foot of the mountain, . 
and at fifteen werstes from Sympheropol, hy^ 
. one 4)5clock in the niofning. The chief of 
lius village,, which makes a part of the nu- 
meroiis' domains of general Popow, received 
m^wkh very, great civility, in conscqui^ce 
of a letteff of recommendation I presented to 
hitiH iram the governor; and wheal had 
rested' myself some hours at his house, I pro- 
ceeded towaTdii the mountain, in spite of ajl 
the remonstrances I received in regard to the 
danger of travelling on that road, together 
with assurances that many persons had ex- 
perienced the truth of them at their cost. 
To secure myself from the attacks of robberf , 
with whom I was informed that all the woods 
and passages of the mountains were infested^ 
I gratefully accepted of three men^i whom 
the mursa had the goodness to provide for 
my escort. The first aspect of this enor- 
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rsi^xjie^ mountain is, as striking as it is^xtraprdi* 
nary: its form is exactly similar to that of a 
tent, on which accouijt it is ^amed in the 
Russian language Palatka, and in that of 
Tartary Tsherderdak : it is half as high again 
as all the other mountains of the Crimea, 
which are themselves .very elevated : at the 
foot of it is a considerable extent of thick 
woodfir which contain a multitude of wild 
boars.* As. you ascend the mountain, the, 
road become more difficult and steep^ with 
here and there, -however, a spot, fiat ^eiiouglt 
to. fierve fpr a restiiig*pjacf ^ . We .wctp three 
wiole, hoi^rs reaching the summit; but the 
epcbanting pro3peQtitaff9rded amply reconv- 
peosed the fatiguje of the journey. I ha^d 
the pleaswe of beholding underneath racj 
the beautiful peninsulain all its extent^ it^ 
mountains, its ^ valleys, its woods, its , towns^ 
and its villages. I continiiyed eight whole 
days in. this place, without being able to 
exhaust the vast picture that on' all sid^ 
excited my admiration and astonishment. 
Towards the north, I discerned distinctly the 
little town of Perecop; towards tlie west and 
the souths the Black Sea, which waters tlif 
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ewste 6f ifee ^nififeLiIi ; tofwards the east, the 
Sfe4 of ASoph, which however, on account of 
ite distfeHce, ^rtras not So easily distinguished. 

rhad scarcely enjoyed this majestic and 
6h<:hanting scenety half an hour, when the 
sky became covered with black clouds, which 
rety soon descended half-^vay down the 
motiiitahi, substituting for the spectacle I had 
iMStift ^ttjoying, another, which, diough less 
dgiteeftWe, ailbrded me however, on account 
Af ife tioyeltjf, ir^y high pleasur*. . A most 
tiotent stotni took place beneath my feet, 
and'fill*^ my soul With'I khow not what 
semittfent of joy and terror,, which, in the 
sttite 6f li$t5nishttienf arid stupor into which this 
itftkihg occntrleftcje had thrown me, it wa* 
ilhpo^iblb to dcJvelop. The cold with which 
I w«» seized bn the sutttinit of die mountain 
cfblig^ rtie to think very i?oon of departing. 
The dottd* however had removed ; and I had 
the pleasure of beholding th* picture I had 
W ardently enjoyed by xiegrees re-animated, 
and presetrting tfte, in the miidst of different 
objects becoming insensibly visible to the eye, 
with attractions that drew all nay attention. 
I discovered a gre«t tiumbel* of the grottoes;^ 
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cariti^ and aby^te of the rock&r ^Tke sniiiei^ 
wkla<' which these last sUre filled^ f l^ldr whid| 
6xist frtBroaUy> give bkthto the SalgUv and 
eustaia besides an Infinity of ttaaikf stieaiSMV 
whicxh iiow bi: an irregu^M coi^rse cW^ Isyliry 
skk* This great quantity of vmtvr^ ^fodiiied4 
by the meltingkiif thd mo^y fid k eiG*^ 
from 4he guifs- and {»f&£cKi»d eitctii,'vw|o^ 
which it sGtrm td iiave aa»ited in- f^rta^^ 
enHQxm^^M itkiu pAsBS^ ti>r|h<r fdcut ^^^ 
iBi^tfplain diiS^i^eiit yt^k^^ whidi ooiiiyert it 
ii^Q a^^umher «ef . caacadcEv lh|b:^)^se of 
wh^h i$ bud cftontgh t^ b^ 'hiai«d at- « 
<2dfisiderab}6 'digt^i)«ei The Ki^er i» (ixirtoiip^ 
ly c<>i4> andiido^ limpid;^ tbfMi ticAWi^imknSng 
iu itepth of istev^hcy fathocm^ ^ : mn^d : 9$ % 
^ittUa 0^ mouey bd;i^g thr^a i»>vand 4H$M)fe^ 
ing the jboctonY^ watiid be distih«ijiy: h«ftf d; 
I dt^ovta^ it^ di^rejQt pitts> o^-th^^Miotefi 
tain ^many loud and dtstmot ei^oct^ ^ttfti 
return «eV«a* revetbe>a«id»s* ^ ' 
. The day now t^rging h^/att decljill^, ftftd 
f«etkig the nlecessity of a iifti«: nepOM afl^ 
afi eitctirsi«Ma of ten howi^ i b^M^ to thittk 
of t^ttifning to the muW wkfd- ^ckd gtf^tt 
i»)«^ iBs> heaity a:w^ko>mo;«a^^ ev^ry 
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l^ea^on to bte satisfied with thp excellent sirp-^ 
per^and: bed ,be afforded me; At break of day 
0« tbe following: morAing I took leave of 
];i^ tcr f eMitai to Symphefopol. 
/ftj[(i|^as.no.&oonter a^crived than the worthy 
|^Q^€t0or, who had already witnessed .the 
f^tmiff)^ with \j|dbi)ch I irelated aU I bad seen; 
piopmod jto ilush'td visit iKerstiotil Jenikale, 
jf^asc^tiku^ddAm the /Sea>to£ Asoph: .the 
fyfei m said >to> leave beeii> thec^restdence of the 
defasfaiated Mitlirtdatds^.;«rhojsojiften resisted 
iUkdi iiofekted jtfae Romans. .Among othec 
V)e«t]g<»^mnUi^uity>4s. the toiiib' of this king 
o€>;>i^wattlisi ) . .0n jhe road between Kerst 
aD^^ $tm^^ > » ftppiear also many ruihs - of 
psigab rlismp^ cctfusecratedv to / Neptune and 
I3t|tfia.Vp l^Qtwithstanding the pleasure I pro- 
jJnawfcjDtiysd&m vkiting this coantry^I did 
natrt^isA a:i^aat^^ of' the facilikies offcfred 
ftteliy the^^ojirernor; and this h&ppened not 
only on account of tibe. distance of two hun-fi 
drjod^'and itfty»?werste3r which L mUst- hive 
tcsvelled, but)} also - from' my desire ^ of join-? 
iX\g. ^e : Ijwad qitirters' of the • Russian awny 
which t^9V9s tkuiJ» i«r Poland. ^ The only place 
l.^isitQd tb9^^> ,at <^s time^ was axi estate 
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given by the eiripress t& taron ^6 >BttHlJl4 

and which .was at a short distonce from13yKii 
pheropol. i ' ' ^ ' ^ 

I went for the seconii tiintf to- Kata^a^ 
a pkce I have before sptoktell • "of • - Ff oiii 
thence I proceeded to KttshlaW,^ a chafM^ 
ing spot situated in a delightftil i trallejr^ iiidt 
where I found a Russia^ cegiitieiit i]piafter^; 
ed. The ' colonel, to whcttn* t^fead ^^bWMt 
recommendedi, received ni6 with; th^ great* 
est politeness and kindness, i i^^smuAooi^ 
ed with tlieiview ofithe campivtthicfe was: 
statictioued bu/ahilL Among. the uwiaheetsi^ 
tents,4l took particular notice of thai: ap^MPOh^ 
priated to coloneLij^odlewski.^ Assooi^ a^ii 
had dined, I got into iinyr carriage, and: 3%% 
few houfs.' reached tbe.i t^sidloQCt . of Mr4. 
Buhler, a. domain > of cx^nsideicabie extent&i 
r reckoned in it fodor small .viHaj^^hfij^eKri 
virons of which are planted with woods ^ and 
' fruit-trees of all descriptions. After viewing 
every thing interesting, I returned to sleep 
at colonel Godlewski's at Kushlaw. The 
next day^ after seeing his raiment exercised, 
which appeared to me as well disciplined as 
nourished, I once more took the road to 
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lSyWpber0poi, where I arrived at an early 
hour. 

On the xj. of June, .1792, 1 left this town^ 
PACK I^de adieu tQ the governor, penetrated 
with the sincere^ sentiments of gratitude, 
and which I feel much better than I can 
SXpr^< If ali the persons belonging to 
him had ti^^ted me with the same friendship 
nod kindness, the four months I passed in 
this -tQwn would have been the most agree* 
$kk of. my life. 

Afiler having procured my little stock of 
profiriaioDB^ and furnished myself with six 
hqt^ of the best Crimea wine, mtd two 
flat^s^of lifumrs, I got into my kibitke, ac* 
foesipaiiifed by a young man of my own 
fiountry* md very amiable, with whom I di« . 
rvcted my jonrney towards the head-quaitecs 
oitiaMxmy which was in Poland. 
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. .Journey through Poland taP€tersikUP0^ 

The rapidity with which I performed thip ' 
little joilrney, afforded me the oppofftunitf 
of only the foUowring remarks. i '* i ^ 

Three day^ after my departure^ ff otfi' &^mr 
pheropol I arrived at Perecop, t 'wfcdNS frtA 
my tf avelUng companion I rea0^in€i|^4i;f9 
days'; which ^ve me leisui^f&^r.emmiii'aig 
diis t0wn more minutely than i [ Bid '^^iNb^ 
I visited it before, and ofijudgifiSf-mbrerfWi^ 
rably of it, though its ^kuatton ippMt:4d lo 
me far less agreeable than that" of ^e fgtftate^t 
portion of the pkcesr which ikil fusdeir 43^ 
nervation in the ifiterk}r!>4)£ tht^apwQtsMsula. 
A great deal of salt is collected in its envir 
rons, which renders th^ air very unwhok'' 
some. The produce of thi^ commodity ii 
very advantageous to the inhabitants^ Air 
most all the southern provinces of Russia awi 
Poland are entirely provided with salt from 
the Crimea and the neighbouring di^icts^ 
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which is partly collected on the sea-banks, 
and partly from the waters of several large 
lakes. • 

From Perecop I went to Cherson, where 
I stayed a day and a half; which aiforded 
me an opportunity of visiting the tomb of * 
jprince Potemkin, which is placed^ in an 
arched vault situated exactly in the middle, 
part of the ch^urch. The sarcophagus which 
contains the remains of this celebrated man 
rests on a pecjestal of marble inscribed with 
epitaphs of some merit. Having finished 
my risi. to Ae tomb. I again pum-ed my 
journey at nine in the evening, and the next 
day at day-break arrived on the banks df the 
Bog. After passing this river, I very soon 
reached Leopold (Olviopold), a small town 
iiewly built, and situated within the governr 
ment of Catharinoslaw on the confines of 
V Poland <ind Moldavia: if is a place inhabit-' 
ed and fortified by Jews. After remaining 
there two days, I took the road to l!)ubassar: 
this place is much increased within a few 
years, and is now become one of the most 
considerable of the province. The circum- 
stance which has greatly contributed tosa 
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rapid arid sudden a change, is Ua situatiQn 
upon the Dniester, which is extremely fa- 
vorable for its commerce, in a griekt measure 
consisting of salt/ Its houses are siniiiar to all 
those in the small towns of Russia, built with 
wood, and'generally separated from each 
other;> The goverritor Mrho at this tame com-^ 
manded in the.iplace, gerieralJiachowsfci; 
had the goodness to invite md to dine with 
hiih : I met at his house several boyards, who 
had emigrated to this country in consequence 
of flieir repugnance to their new hospodan 

Fropi Dubassar, I proceeded ;to Xuljszni, ? 
chkrming town^ and \ rather considerable;! her 
longing to iield^^xiax^hal count ;?ioto?ky, a 
Pole. The scarcity of post-horses (Obliged 
me to stay a day in this place,, sthd J Qtn- 
ployed, it in visiting the magnificent cattle 
of the count. I found it eflvifoned/with 
beautiful gardens, and a great hunaber of 
pleasant walks. -The adjacent country is 
perfectly well cultivated. 

As we advanced by degrees in the south-r 
6rn provinces of Poland, we \yere sensibly 
struck with the difference between the 
numerous population and laboured ;curiure 
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fki tfek ^eiuntry^ in compaarison ^ith !«rhat 
we h4d observed iri the desolate provinces of 

Russia; Th€) greatest p^rt of the houses and 

* 

t^illages are built with stoile. Which produces 
an air of cleanliness and competenoe that 
is rery pleasing. We .found a considerable 
fi^rmentation existing in the country^ on dtr^ 
count of the animosities t^hich had btokea 
out belwben the Russians^ and the Pol4s Whc^ 
were partisans of the new constitution, . W* 
were cautioned to be on our guard.—Aftet 
another short day's journey, we arrived lat 
KieinlMiW, fe pretty GoAsiderable taw>a be- 
longing to count Vincent: Potosky^ who . ha^ 
46stabliiBhlftd id it veveraLumtiU&tietories^ whicll 
begiti to be 'imf Nourishing. Among odber 
thiAgs, ih^y make there very pretty faaad?^ 
k^r€hi€ls and ^inted travat^ which are m\^ 
in Wd^^W for English iherchandriseibi Id 
the environs ^ this town there ate inany 
WaUis an^ ikV^Hes, inhabited Xay a great 
number of Germans, and which not a littlfr 
contribute to its ^embeUi^hmeift* 
. Oft ^hfeA of J%, lys^. we at tengtfc 
,rea!ch^ th6«<>w» of Za;slaw, belonging io the 
prin ce ol SangH$sk6w Af tefr remtining ^xmss 
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6$}f$ in"it, I took a4vwtag$ of » very fevo* 
raWe occasion that Qccurrcd, for contiQukg 
my JQiirney to^vards fef^rsbuarg. 

Qn the ^h of Awgust s^ were already 
very nj^r to MoscQW. This was one of th^ 
coldest days we had experienced in $he 

Qwirse cf |;he journey, and' we could ^not 
dispense irith onr fur?, to which we ha4 

been : obli^d tg hsive recguiae, tfll abaut 
noon. What interested me most in o«r ap^- 
prgacH to t]m citjr wft$ the number of 
agreeable seats and jcQuntry-honses be- 
Wnging tQ pf^rSQns of ir^k; in Meseow^ 
fifhicfe ai:e. scattered to die ifight a)ld ieft 
i|ni die skirtis of iflie extensiTO iOTest$ wfaicfe 
fcover this^ cjountry . At a distance of about 
fisre wejrstes from Moscow wg aso^d^ 
a great beigkt, it^n^ mhiok wte: cfint^mi^ 
frfateji thi$ oity at owr etop. Its imiAenflf 
m^ttt^, ^ uxcaleulable number k>f steepks 
asi^ ohurdstes, tj^jieir d^oxi^ aurmounted iviith 
gilded crossefe ^ great fiwtk)© of which ai» 
plated or tinned, the neatness of the roofb of 
^ iiioufeF, v^ich aipe^^orered with tiks of i^ 
(K>loiirA» Aod f ery skii^y painted, altogetl^r 
iarmtd a ctuu-ming ^peciade, v^hicj^i.we i^ 
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the pleasure of enjoying till the very mor» 
metit of entering the town. Moscow stands 
in a very elevated situation, as all the way to 
it from Kiow is by ascent. But the road 
which leads from Moscow to Petersburg is 
precisely the contrary. 

• Within the last twenty years, this city 
has greatly improved, in fespect to the mo- 
Jals and taste of its inhabitants, and the 
beauty of its houses. Luxury also appears 
to have advanced in it by rapid strides. All 
sorts of provisions are extremely dear, but 
tbtey are supplied in great abundance ; eyeni 
th^ most delicate articles are r obtained ia 
Moscow with as much facility as if they 
were there produced. The cultivation of 
the gardens, which in the last few years has 
considerably increased, occasions such a su- 
perabundance of vegetables and fruits, ais 
«o make l^em an exception to the prevalent 
dearriess of commodities in general, they b&- 
ing supjdied at a reasonable price. 
:. I employed the eight days I passed in 
Moscow, the population of which is much 
more considerable than that of Petersburg, in 
obijef ving the most interesting objects it con-^ 
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tains- Every thing appears, as well as the 
city itself, on a gigantic scale. The palaces 
of the men of distinction, and of the majo- 
rity of the Russian nobility, who reside 
priricipally in this city, possess a colossal gran^ 
deur ; and are filled with a considerable num- 
' ber of domestic serfs^ attached to the service 
of all the men of rank. The hospital for 
foundlings is one of their benevolent establish-^ 
ments, and perhaps one of the most extensive, 
and vast in the whole world. In the number 
of their hotels is the house of assembly of 
the' nobility, lately built, and in whic^h fes- . 
tivals and balls are held during the winter. 
I did not omit seeing the archives, which are 
very considerable, and arranged ^^lth equal 
care and ta§te. I was present at a very 
splendid gala given by count Scheremetof 
at Kuskowa, one of his estates, situated at 
a small' distance from Moscow, in a country 
interspersed with an infinity of charming 
woods. The beauty of its avenues, the good 
condition of the gardens, and the different 
buildings that compose this residence, are 
well worth inspection. Opposite to the 
park belonging to this seat is a small lake, 
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ySrhich hk^ !fi it a handioihfe ^kMf givett i&' 
count Bcheremetof by th* feftij^lres^. I rt- 
markied aIso> with ittfinife j[ileafeure, & vtery 
gbttd diiry in the butch st^te, and a Select 
Collection of pointings of the be^t masters 6t 
the Flemish school. The gala opened Witll 
a comedy. Ai the tiumb^f of spectators 
iX'^s too cottsidel-ible to be contaiited in the 
large room pfejiared foi: the purpose, t WM 
disappointed of using the ehtranc6*tiiekei 
that hiid been given tAe ; btit.I Wis WJCdiil- 
pttnsed for tMs privation by 4 dHwrtUserkm 
^hich took placid after t4ie play, and beford 
the supper, on a theatre raised for thfe 'pt»^ 
pose tinder the covered tvalks of tbe paik^ 
irowards eleveh <i*clock the whole of this 
numerous asf^mbfy wtts invited to. partakd 
of a most splendid repast served up in 
diflferefnt apartmeflts, Which was ^coeede4 
by the most brilliant firte-Wotks, tbsit at first 
excited the admiration of Ml the guetttSi^ 
but were afterwards on the poiftt of t^^ 
mihating in very dangerous cons6<|uenqe$« 
A wooden alcove, which had been erecte4 
for the purpose of SiFordiftg the company 
n view of thiis exhibition^ suddenly toojf 
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drei fortunately^ howeyer/meim; weresM^ 
hnnd to i^Ktioguish it^ and th^ accident 
f]^pduoed m other m^fireiiience than that 
9f aianii# Th^ whole concliuied wk}i a 
prpm^ad^aa thje tveiiues» which were n^y 
ImUmaytly and tast&fully lighted. I retuftied 
tbfmt day-break to Moscow. 

In coatinuiag my wuie lowacds Peterg- 
hmgp I experienced an aoci4eat Higar Wk- 
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il^I^rWiDlotschok^ iten stages fijom Moscow^ of 
A tdiftiigrefeable Batw^ aiod which a ii(% m- 
itwded any journey^ Proceeding alocg 4^ 
tdiorBS .0£ a lake which were fMgrfendioular, 
d^Mrasds midni^bff lOur carriage^ owing 4;p the 
careleaness of 4be drir^er, was hurried for* 
ward jto so .conwlerable a «def^h into the 
iKafer^ that k was only by Jthe greatest 
good fortune we escaped very serious conse*- 
x^txoesi. All our strengdi was necessary to, 
draw back .the carriage, and to replace it on 
ierra ^iww.-^In the canton of Jederowo, 
three stages from Wolotsk, the dii&ren^ 
fmols /9i view .<hat present themselves begin 
40 be very pleasing^. Tlie church of thift 
|plaQ0| which is p^oeivable at a great dastancct 
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tfi>rms a' perspecti?e whicly exdited in riic 
asTOuch fi^aiure a^ infterest; 'This tmhsition 
fwm^raiieytohiih perpetiial in thk c©iai^ 
try^ reiktkrcd it^ impossible' for tttS to be 
sensible of a iftoment's fatigue from the 
: length of the way, Froih Jederowo we co*^ 
tinued our route towards Waldiai, a sdnall 
town most ^easantly situated on the borders 
of a large kke^ and almost contiguous to an^ 
other called Dimogor^ consisting df a^ngle 
pange of houses all built of wood. ' In the 
middle of this lake rises an island co^^ered 
with wood> and containing a convent^ whose 
steeple,- towering above the trees, e:schibits 
a vicryl rotxiantic appearance. I arrived, a 
few > days after, at Petersburg, widiout in- 
cttDfvehience to my heahh from the ^tigue 
oi the journey. y • 

. - 'At Petersburg I was present at the difie* 
rent festivals given by the court on ooca* 
^ioh of the anniversaries of the saints of the 
.princed of the imperial family. As each 
.prince bears several names, these festivals are 
rl&iewed pretty frequently. The great so* 
Je^mnity of the day is announced at sun-rising 
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by sewrjil volley s of artillery. Tol^ards'nooa 
the court assembles in high cerempny , an4 
approaches the empress foir' the purfxise of 
accompanying her to church, where ,di^ • 
vine service is celebrated with great pomp. 
When this is conduded, her majesty. dines 
iti p^tblic, attended by a numerous and bril* 
liant suite of officers attached to* the court, 
these days, all well-dressed or respect- 
able looking persons may enter any part of 
the pilac^i The eating rooto contains z 
gallery, . where spectators may place thenl- 
eel^aiv 3nd enjoy^ without restraint, a view 
<rf the magnificenqe everywhere prevalent^ 
and hear the excellent music #hich i$ played 
during the repast. It often happehs that balk 
are given in the evening, to which the most 
distinguished of the citizens are admitted. 
On these occasions many thousands of tickets 
are distributed ; and the motion produced by 
the crowd, and the variety of figures; and 
costumes presenting themselves, exhibit the 
most amusing picture imaginable. , Daqcing 
is no where more delighted in, or better 
executed, than at Petersburg* These re- 
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joicings are commonly termitiftted by th^ 
most maginiiceBt iUuminations^ which, in 
the principal stfeets, and in the windows of 

. the Jbotels belongmg to men of distinction, 
present a spectacle of the utmost pomp and 
luxury^ Tha oya can with difficiulty sustain 

^ the glare of light produced by the multi- 
plicity of lamps that illuminate these differ 
«nt eddficesi afid wiaich are distribulied with 
to much skill sad variety as £s>r a moment to 
l^roduce the feeling of being transported to 
1^ land of fairies. 

, II is impossible to resist 4^ senlimeats of 
jsspeot whick peiietrate the heait on bet- 
holding the statue of Fetor the Great* An 
*nomM«s «Ka. .hould be knagbcd trans. 
I^rted to tibe i^^ddle of a magnificent square^ 
9fkd 09 the top <^ it a horse of colossal sise^ 
fitk which is seated the creator of Rus^ 
with one iiand bertowbg UenedictioBs on fei« 
^ople^ afid holding ithe rems of h^is hor^e 
with the other, T^ staltie is .^urrouiided 
with iron raits very curiously wrought^ and 
the point of dach bar is gilded. On ap* 
preaching it, one cannot help feeling high 
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admiration at die baldness of the Wod^^ Md 
the taletot of. the i^kt Who dfetitdL: ite bj^boo^ 

The magnificence of the theathK% ^tnd tiw 
evtktis chut have beeii expended tm theUn^ dur* 
pajgs every possible description. I was pre* 
gent at the representatijon of the ptecee Olgm 
and Feuey, written by (he empress iafeise^ 
ftftfd pk^red With a perfection worthy <of the 
author; The tlresei^ atid decorfttMOfi It 
the fmt ^of these pieoes cost ^mi^re tUan 
100,000 roubtos^. The last tot r^ttamtt 
th^ Olympic games. The <^cits^ 4n -vtimk 
tile uombiitants appeanv cotAaifis oeari^BOO 
aetor^i ^il in the Greek tx>stttme. iFmkj^ik 
not less interesting : it exbibtts the 'difibfeot 
4eofittmieSy n^sages^ aivd daneesy of ail i^ ia^ 
tions in lEliibjeGtion to Kxtssia^ Thb tniKttire 
forms the most striking and Jt^^eeaBU etmp 
SmL The illtmion is even carried 90 i^ 
as to liave imit^ed tbe soenety of the cosm 
jtries, represented as much to tlie iif6 as the 

* The ro\LUe is a Russian coin worth about three shlUiogs 
9Dd nine-pem:e English lUOney^ taking the avera|^e pric« of 

-ipxchange. 
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^t)stume in the dresses. This (exhibition coh-^ 
eluded with the most delightful ballets^ ei^e- 
cuted by the celebrated dancer Pile and 
mademoiselle Rossi. 

In the beginning of the year 1793, the 
eihpf ess having determined to send an extra- 
ordinary embassy to 'Constantin<)ple, her ma- 
jesty bestowed this honorary mission on ge- 
neral Kotusow, under the title of Embassador 
Extraordinary to the Ottoman Porte. After 
taking some steps for the purpose, I was for- 
tunate enough to obtain a place in the nu- 
^ merous suite that was to accompany him : 
I also received from the college for foreign 
aflFairs a sum pf money sufficient to defray 
my expenses as far as the frontier pf Tur- 
key, and to procure me the necessary ac- 
commodations for making a suitable appear- 
ance in this brilliant embassy. My prepa- 
rations for this purpose occupied the re- 
maining part of my stay in Petersburg. 

I resided seven months in this capital, and 
quitted it towards the end of March 1793, 
accompanied by a young man of rank with 
whom I was on terms of intimacy, and who. 



as well as myself, was engaged in the.^e^ihas^ 
sy. Followed by a kibitke.which qgntained 
our baggage and servants^uvW^ set, out ^ for 
Elisabethgorod, situated at a small distt^ce 
from the frontier of Turkey, and ipi which 
place the whole embassy had b6en ditected 
to assemble by the end of ApciL ^ .' 
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CHAP. IV. 

Holy Thursday, (hfe, i^th sf Um\\, Wh 
at ten o'clock in the evening, taking the 
road towards a small town called Roshest- 
wen> which we reached the next mornings 
perfectly satisfied with the fine weather, and 
thp roads \yc had passed. We breakfasted 
at the house of an old friend of my compa- 
nion, who treated us very hospitably. Soon 
after breakfast we took our leave^ and con- 
tinu€id our journey* The sharp penetra- 
Jting air which prevailed, and the long and 
bairen road befote us, were not circum- 
stances to put us in good humour. But if the 
country we passed through offered us no in- 
teresting objects, we were, however, in some 
measure recompensed by the superior ac- 
commodations of the post-houses, almost 
*the whole of which had been built on 
the occasion of the empress's journey to 
the Crimea in 1787> whose jfonte we fol- 



iowed as far as the town of Weliki^Luki, 
about seventy miles from Petersburg;, after 
which we proceeded in a direction x little 
more to the right. The marshy and rough 
jcondition of the roads, occasioned by tht 
hea?y rains, which had fallen in the begint 
oing of • spiring; the taidiness of die pmtf 
boys, at>di their tone of familiarity at Por*- 
phow ; thft impudaat vulgarity of^jbt master 
of the f>oi^-house at Dubrowska; the wairt 
of horses at Beshanicz, where we lost ahnoat 
a whole day, aitd where, among other thingjst 
they stolo fi^om us an exoeUent nap of the 
|K>dtkig rofifcds of tbe Russian empire, together 
with our pftssportSy which iDbliged us to ob^ 
tain new tmks r in the town q£ WeUki-Liiki 
above menlkmed; all these injoonyemenis^^ 
together did not a iM^ <:ontribiite to imt 
Jpede (fi>u(r prograss. Fottun ately, , the i:^e&* 
jfui ^nd agreeable situati:<Mi m£ this tomn mt^dg^ 
V» in 31 short time forget (the diiSoirltiies 
we had met with, or at heut atfordied. us 
•crnie imoments of grstificaliDQ to make: us 
amends for them^. ^ . . . r- > 

On arriving at Witepsk, a town of Wfajite 
Ri«i$ia> W:@ had the sgxisfajgtipn of fn^tijig^ 
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lyith ^a large portion of the suite of the em^ 
bas§y,^^jid of passing a very agreeable an4 
SiBUsing evening with our colleagues, , The 
QgXlt day, at day-break, we were under th§ 
necessity of resuming our travelling staffs, an4 
our journey, lay across a cpuntry sq rugged 
and difficult, that we were more than once 
pb%ed to spend half a day in completing a 
^gle stage, and still oftener to harness our- 
selyeg^jto the carriage, to drawitalpng. In ^ the 
envir<\n3 of Bawinowicz we passed rtheP wina, 
whi^h ?tfU reflaained. half covered jvith jce. 
. On Sjiturday, the 6th,of April, in the mprnr 
ing, ,N«fe reached, with the . mpst ^ pleasant 
weather maaginable, the little tpwij pf Shoff^ 
telohgiijg: to general Sbvitsch, late adjutant-^ 
general of the armies pf the empress, who 
has grejatly embellislied it. A largie fair 
is held m it, which is . resorted to by all 
the dealers in Poland and Lithuania, This 
place is particularly remarkable for the great 
number of horses jBold there. . . 

On Sunday the 7th, in the morning,^ we 
s^rrived at Mohllow, capital of the govemr 
merit of that name. It would be difficult to 
find a' town more invitingly situated than 
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thisi. A.chiiit of picturesque tnountaiiis, at 
the ; foot of which runs the Dnieper^ sur- 
rounds it, ^nd serves for fortifications raised 
by the hand of nature. On the banks of 
the river are situated ihe suburbs^ almost 
all the houses of which are built of Wood ; 
while those of the town, on the contrary, are 
generally of stone: among the latter is the* 
episcopal palace in the middle of the town,. 
After indulging ourselves in a little repose 
from our fatigues, we agaiii s6t out to en- 
counter afresh those which naturally awak'* 
ed us. From Mohilow to Elisabethgo^fod,^ 
tiie place of our rendezvous, was a distance 
of more than ^ an hundred and fifty miles; 
and though We travelled night and day/ and 
never stayed more than six hours to rest in 
any place, yet we did not reach it in less 
than froih fourteen to sixteen days* We 
met with nothing worthy of remark in the 
whole journey ; and I shall confine myself 
therefore to the observing, that the roads were 
in general very bad and tiresome. We had 
to pass over ground in sOme places covered 
with water^ and in others with snow, to such a 



iieigJbt^ that we could with diifficBlty makif 
good, ©ur jauRnSy. In addition to these 
xurcumstances, we were under the uecesisity 
.of dispwjting frequently, either with tbdpost- 
:bpys, whp \ye%t of:a verylowoi^er»pf beings^ 
or. with iheir raasterk^ who SGarcelyexceederf 
:thexn in) refinement. . AH this was^. ill calcu- 
lated^ to >put ns^. in . good humour. What 
added still fu^erto /our diiSicuJtiie? and fit* 
tigi^ wer Q. diie necessary prspaoritiotis for 
-passmglithe Bniepei^ on; whk^.we e^ibai^ked 
-at somie!^id^taiK:e from Kiresn^iiteiiuk/ ^e 
.wjsreval^wholeiday in the ^ passage 9 however, 
we jj^dd no .sqeuer vpbt j&)ot/u)nv sdibre^ a)ld 
earned tSie^ gpvts^nbiesat (ctf iCatharinoslaw, 
^whidh lies a lit'^e to the ^ciuthi thwi^^ had 
i the pleasure. 6f enjo^f^g all ( the cha^^ms of 
/spring,^- Instead of ilfiind' covered' Wi^ ice 
and siiow, we 3ia longer perceived ^anfy thing 
but:;smiling verdure, .and fields str6Vwd ^vwth 
.flowers, which gwatly ^livenod our jckirney. 
The roeds.) were every where dry^ atad the 
^sky. pure and serene. We travelled nearly 
Itwo luindrediand fifty miles, attended U'ith 
^ tjkse adv»pt^is$^ in the space of a. month ; 
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and- they wfere absolutely necessary to make 
us forget the preceding inconveniences \vc 
had experienced. 

Thfe ambassador, lieutenant-general , de 
Kotusovk^, arrived vei'y soon after us at Elisa* 
bethgorod with his lady, who acconipanied 
him as for as this place: He tOok up hi$ 
abode in the^ palace, which is delightfully 
situared; and all the persons belonging to hit) 
suite w6re distributed aibong the inhabitants. 
My companion and myself fell to the lot ^f 
a captain of Cossacks, whose attentions and 
unbounded civility rendered our residence 
in this^town extremely agreeable- It was 
with a kindness and cordiality ti-uly patf i- 
EFchdl, diat this respectable man, as well as 
his wife and children, fulfilled towards us the 
duties of hospitality. On my parti I sought 

, erery opportunity of manifesting my gra- 
thude, and of saving them every super-^ 

: fiuous trouble or expanse* The chamber 
we slept in was small and rath^ dark; but 

' all our necQssities wt^re supplied with so 
much zeal and kind^heartednei^^ that it 
jMner occurred itp ys,tp.dw^ll» Cor > foment 
on this inconfvenience. 

P 2 
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The whole embassy remdiiedm.Jthlsto^n 
more'tlfati 4 ittorith,' which period waseair 
tirely cbrisecrated to the necessary preparar 
tion^ For otrf enhance upon the Turkish 
teititory, which was only forty miles distant 
from "Elisabetibgorod, The necessity each 
of us lay under to supply his own wants, 
did not a little contribute to make our 
?esidfence in this place very expensive; The 
indispensable expenditures I hadmadean the 
<roui%^ of the journey amounted to more than 
sevehty roubles; but, fortunately, we were in 
hopes of obtsdning some reimbursement from 
the treasurer of the embassy; and the direa^ 
tions he had t eceived to this effect shortly dis- 
sipated bur feafs, and supplied us with «ew 

. resources. , » - i 

I eiiiployed as much of my time as was 
qot spent in Writing, during my stay in. this 
town, in making d^erent exctirsions into 
the country situated ift tfie environs of 4he 
Ukraine, which is extremely beautiful and 
ferule. I penetrated two- or three miles into 

' this ch^tfming couhtty in every direction on 
foot, and I -always recollect the time I passed 
there with the mostlively satisfaction. My fa- 
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vobrite walk was that situated oj^posite to the 
palace. The little serpentiae river which flows 
among the numerous orchards^ and Icitchen- 
gar^em to be faund op this spot, tq say no^ 
thing of the vines, the fields, aqd enchanting 
meadoNVs lying contiguous to them, form the 
most picturesque and gratifying view ima- 
ginable. 

Such was the kind of pleasures and occu^ 
pations \o which I devoted myself during 
the month of May, which I passed in Elisa-. 
bethgorod. I was also witness of a fire 
which broke out in it ip the night, and 
which reduced to ashes many houses 
built with wood. Our caravan now left this 
place to proceed to Dubassar, where the em- 
bassy was expected by the Turks, and where 
an exchange of credentials between the two 
ambassadors was to take placfe. Trom this 
time our march assumed a very different 
figure from what it had previously done. 
We now composed a little army ad- 
i^ancing gaily, and easily, and ajbundantly 
provide^ with every thing that could con- 
trij^ute -to its accommodation and plea- 
sure.. Our purveyors always went before 
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lis ; and, wherever the embassy stopped, we 
found the tables already spread and served 
with equal «are and magnificence. The 
most distinguished persons in the suite 
were in hand6on;ie carriages followed by a 
long file of vehicles filled with servants and 
luggage. The march was closed by a de* 
^tachment of well-disciplined Russian troops. 
All the roads were lined with spectators, 
who assembled from all sides to gratify their 
curiosity with the sight of so numerous a 
cavalcade. 

We had left Elisabethgorod on Sunday 
the 44.th of May, about nine in the evening, 
in the order I have just described; ,and 
arrived towards midnight at Gruska, which 
was our first station, . As- 1 was already ac- 
quainted^ with this country, having passed 
through it in my excursions to and from the 
Crimea, I experienced double - pleasure in 
this opportunity of seeing it again. Invited 
by. the beauty of the season, and accompa- 
nied by several of my colleagues, who were 
equally fond of travelling on foot, I seldom 
waited for the departure of the caravan to set 
out^ I preceded it ; and it more than once 
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happened to me to have . completed on foot 
the two stages which in generjtl was the 
allotted distance for a d^y's joiirnejr. We^ 
always found ourselves amply fcompensated 
for the slight fatigue we underwent, by the 
enchanfting' points of view which presented 
themselves, and which we enjoyed at 6ur 
ease. From this method we acquired also 
increased appetite, and were doubly sensible 
of the pleasures of repose, when the^ hour 
for abandoning ourselves to it arrived. 

Already we descried the town of Olviopoi,^ 
situated oh the Bog and the Simtihu- - The 
island covered with trees and veraure, Tising 
from the bosom of the water in view of the 
town, and the ruins of an old fort on the moun- 
tain by the river's side, form a mostrbmatitic 
and agreeable landscape. In order to reach 
Dubassar the sooner, we left the great road, 
as it was probable we should meet with 
villages on it that might tempt us to stop and 
refresh ourselves: we therefore determined 
to proceed by the plain of .Oczakow, which 
offered nothing to our view but a few tents, 
and some habitations dug under ground 
;ind belonging to the Cossacks: at these 
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wc halted from tim6 to 6m«, for someiours: 
together, i^ rest oursdves. The Cossacks,; 
notwithstanding their vicinity to the Russians/ 
tihe Poles, and the Moldavians, who all ofFe? 
thi^th the example of cultivating their lands, 
ahd of having a fixed abqde in towns or 
villages, remain as faithfully as ever attached 
to their ancient wandering habits of life, and 
ignorant of any other occupation than that 
offering theiir cattle. They pass the greatest 
piart bf their life on horseback, armed with 
alTows and lances, which they handle with 
admirable dexterity. They dig l^rge holies 
in the^eartH^ and deposit in them their food 
&f aft'kitfds, Jbbth for present and winter use, 
Beihg 'somewhat at a loss what road to take 
^lon^Uhe plain,- we soon mistook our way, 
;»ttd J>a4aliieady: taken die direction towards 
Render, when we suddenly perceived a 
village, to which we eagerly hastened ouir 
steps,^^nd immediately procured a guide to 
conduct us to Dubassar, where we arrived 
the It^ , early in 4he evening. . 

Jn this, place we remained about fourteen 
dayst ^ Duf ing th^s interval tlie Russian and 
Turkish ainba:ssadors made preparations for 
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their catry on th^-t^ritory of tfe^lr; icspec*. 
tive delations. I was here lodged^in^he 
house of ^ a Jew, whose^ nation occupies tlio 
greatest: part of the town, and who. allotted 
me Y*ry reluctantly a, small chamber in it, 
extremely dark, and the windows of >vhich 
were fof med of paper instead of %glass. 
Obliged to retire with his wi^c and family to 
a cornef of <he vestibule of hjis Jiouse, 
our Iisraelite was not in very good hu- 
mour widi the arrangement. L 'tendea- 
voiifed/ to console him as well ast J[ eould^' 
liy giving him hopes that my intrusidn 
would be but of short duration. / I took 
advantage of our stay at Dubassar to exa;mihe 
all its environs, which I found perfectly 
cultivated, and very fertile. The situation 
of the town, an the side which conimands the 
Dniester, is very pretty and agreeable; it i^ 
also ^extremely favourable to commerce with 
Rus&ia; Poland, and Turkey ; and the activity 
of this commerce, from the daily encourage- 
ment it meets with, adds considerably to the 
affluence which prevails in this plape, ' Its 
population also is greatly increased by the 
numerous emigrations of the Moldavians and 
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^eeks^ who jgfo there to seek, under the 
Itiisfiiaii ' doniination» an asylum from the 
texatioirs of their princes and the oppressions 
df the Turks. 

Tfhe -rVth of June was the day fixed on by 
the two ambassadors for the passage of the 
Dme$ter, which forms the line of demarca- 
tion between the two . states. The whole 
«jike of the Russian embassy commenced 
their route at seven in the morning, advancing 
tOwaMk the pkce where the passage was to 
bfe) ^teted, at about three miles from 
DUbissar. The march was begun in the 
finest weather possible, and with §uch perfect 
Qrd^, ^ to present a most striking aiid grati-- 
fyangi gkhibkion. A detachment of cavalry 
^ijfd^funfantry, followed by a troop of well- 
mounted Cossacks> opened the procession. 
These iwere succeeded by, a file of handsome 
carriagies^ containing a certain portion of the 
civil officer^, belonging to the embassy : then 
followed the ambassador himself, surrounded 
by a: trok^:o{ cavalry and principal oflScers 
^achedeto his person: next appeared a con- 
siderable feuAiber of carriages, in which were 
bonveyed the remainder of the* civil officers, 
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followed by baggage • waggons^ . 
their domestics, their apparel, ^;l7 a seepnd 
detaehment of troops closed tfaermvch of 
this procession, which formed in iH a line of 
nearly half a league in extent. A$ soon s we 
arrived at the place which had been marked 
out for the purpose, the Turkish embassy was 
seen advancing in the opposite direction to 
meet ii$» Nothing could be mose strikingly 
contra$ted than the appearance of theTui^i^b 
embassy and our own. Jhe one w^ 99&^ 
covered with wealth, gold, silver^ and 'Costly 
ornaments} while the other exhibaed 'tht 
greatest simplicity, and the most mantial aitd 
impressive appearance. Here every .thing 
was in brilliant confusion ; Tui^kish horB6l 
richly caparisoned, covered with bcodakigs 
of immense value, 'which reached to the 
ground ; mean and beggarly carriages ; and 
the Turks themselves in their Oriental cos*^ 
tume, and advancing with tlie greatest irre- 
gularity : — ^There, on th6 contrary, all was 
order arid propriety ; not a step that was not 
regulated, not a manoeuvre that was n<rt per* 
formed with tlie greatest precision. Deaf«- 
ened as we were with tumiUt* with hurried 
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jiries:/ and the discord of a barbarous music. 
We preserved the most perfect tramjutlltty ; 
tod our music was soothing, rich,' arid de- 
licious. On either bank of the Dnfestfer Was 
a flat-bottomed boat, fitted up M^ith'th* ut- 
most magnfiicence, and destined- for this 
ceremony. It was in these boats thiatt the 
two eiivoys took their departure from their re- 
sfiectii^e territories, in the midst of the volleys 
d£ artillefy and the firing o^ musiquetry by 
the troops placed on the two shores, and of 
the soiin4 pf all thfe Russian and Turkish in- 
struments, of music. The suite of the two em- 
Jbassii^ ertibarked in petty shallops, less cost- 
hriri their decorations, and more simple than 
those which had served tp transport the per^ 
SOBS of the envoys, 

' As jsooa as we had landed, the Russian em- 
bassy proceeded to occupy the camp which 
had been pjtepared for it, half a league from 
the shore, in the vicinity of the village t3f 
Krifiteni, where we, passed nearly a fortnight, 
iMy situatiohiri this place, as Well as that of niy 
companions, was not very alluring ; we were 
all lodged in an indiflerent tent, where we were 
exposed, to the raiil giBcl wind ; ' this*^ inicjorir 
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\emeuce, however, -was in §pme mc^ure 
compensated by a variety of plea&uires and 
amus^wents, . On the, evening, of {he firsA 
day oi wjc>-arrival on the Turkish territory* 
we were complimented with a grand gala, 
in which was exhibited the most studied 
magnificence. The next day we gave au- 
dience in full ceremony to an ambassador oi* 
the pacha of Bender, who came to offer us 
assurances of the friendly disposition of his 
master, and of his desire to exert every means 
for the protection of our enterprise, and to at- 
ford us all the accomniodations in his power; 
at the same time soliciting the patronage and 
kindness of the ambassador. The ri^^t of 

the audience was consecrated to. mutual 

' . .. • • ■* 

oiS^rs and assurances of gratitude and friend- 
ship. 

To give a proof, on each side, of the high 
satisfaction with which the event of peace 
and union between the two powers was con- 
sidered, not a single day passed, during the 
time we stayed in this place> that was not di- 
stinguished by rejoicings and festivals ; fire- 
works, illuminations on the banks of the 
river, feasts, balls, dances^ and ever)^ kind 
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Off (}iir€*sion, m which both the Russians and 
the Turks took part with equal confidence 
and eagerness^ It was a truly aficcting spesc- 
tacle to behold two nationi5,^whoa^6horttiro€ 
before entertained iagain^ each other the 
most ' virulent animosity, and breathed a 
spirit of carnage and death,, now eagerly 
hastening to load each other with proofe of 
friendship and good understanding, and mil-* 
tually abandoning themselves to demonstra- 
tions of the most extravagant joy* . . 

After passing ten days in this; manner, we 
again set out on the irth of June. It was 
commonly our custom to travel between 
three and four leagues every day, and tl^ 
third day we regularly devoted to reposes 
At sim-rising the drum gave the signal for 
departure, and a few hours after we arrived 
at the place destined for our next station, 
A part of the retinue, as in former instances, 
was disposed of in the houses of the inhabit- 
ants, and the remainder under tents* Towards 
noon' we all assembled to dinner in the great 
tept of the ambassador, and the rest of the 
day was devoted to the plea&i»ces of society. 
We pa^^ 4ittr time neafly^n this maaher 
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during the Whole journey. 4Fhe-&U««ri^ 
b a statement of our route : - 

Ftom Dutnssan to Krmteni -. - \?--'- .'*-*)^ 

,To the village of Paschkan -». • :* • . ^ 

To the town of Kischnewo - . ;.;^ . -, . r^ 

To Strascheni • - - . -•-i; 

To Kalarasch * - - - - \ • - -1 V 

To Waltsthinesti - - •. -<. '• -V 

To Ontscbesti, or Resina . - . : •, '♦ 4 

To tJie town of Zusora -- - - ^ - ^ ..*i ^ 

Tojassy ... . .. . . Vi^,^ 

To the post-house of Skiptey ^^,, - ;-ij> 

To An^chesty • - • ^ . • ^ ^ 

To the town of Wasluy - - .* - ^ . 

To Burlat • ^ . . * ,. •;.,., g 

ToDakidina _ - . *. , • . . ^ -•* 4 
'^'o Quru Zarasnebuluy - - • - - c 

To the town of Tckutsch - - • -i 

To Pomistrazcskuluy - \ . ^ ^ ^ 

TothcrivcrofMijlkow^iiiearFokschajiy .; . 4 

To Slobodseja - - - /« ...^ •fi 
TaTopkitschan ---.*.. ^ 
Tiithe town of Budsew ^ • - . w 

To Marschiniani - - . , - « c 

Tof l^ukik^eam ' ,. - ^ , « . i 17 
To Krase , ^ ^ - • ^ . 
To Bucharest - - • . 
To the river of Sabare • . ^ 

From the river of Sabare to Kalugalcni - '^ . ^ 

'To>Adaja •'J"-; i^ ' .• -i * -l «'. "'* * 

Fao;i|.43ii>rfei«w>t»/ttolktMtimitf It ^ 

league further - " ^ - - ,. ^ 
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Leagaei( 

Bassafe af the f)tAubc ; next. In the middle of the 

river, the town of Tschcrnodvi , -^ - - 2J 
To Genowe - .^ - -'-"'- 4i 
ToRasgrad - - • .. v .-- ^ ''^ * -3 
To Insular - - - - .. , - • ?55 

To Schiumla - ■ * . . - . , • - - % 
To Semidoff - - - - -^ - 5 

To Taschalinawan - • -' - ^3 

To Dobral - - - - * *. - 4 

To Kamabad and Chwastan * - • * - 8 
To Papasly • - - ^* - - t 

To Chanly Janitsche - - - - - - 8 

ToTolBabe . ^ * - - - - '3 

]passEge by the city of Adrianople, and next by Kat-^ - 
. schilar-Kiosk - - - ^ - * ' ''^^^'^\ 
To Kutschely - - - .-»'•' J 

To the town of Burgas - - - - - - 8 



ToTschorto - - - - . ^ j \i 8 



»» ^ 



t 



To Seliwrcy -' - - - -*-"'- ^8 
To the town of"Bujufc-Tschemerscha' ' - ' ' - 'l5 
To &nkt-Stephan - - .■' - -.'—^J 

To Constantinople - - - ' -• - ^ - ' ^ 

*' • 'I ■ i ^ 
' : Total, %tf 



i i " t 



We had the finest weather imagiQ;J>le on 
the first day of our journey towards the vil- 
lage of Paschkan, across a most delightfjil 
country. I observed, on the highest jip|*t 
of the ihountaLps which prevailejd. Jftii^* 
,soine 8«ip^^:%f al stones^, small columiis^, and 
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crosses, dfi which inscriptions were en^^hn, 
thflt excited our curiosity. These monur 
mentSi destined to preserve the memory of 
different remarkable events-which have hap^ 
pened irr the country, are in general of the 
remotest antiquity, and relate to the times of 
^he campaigns of Trajan, and many other 
Roman generals in these territories^ AlKthe 
fleyations, also, still existing on the hills, ar(f 
tombs of the warriors who perished in battle^ 
and w€fe. interred in these spots. 

^The position of Paschkan, between two 
mountains, is infinitely agreeable. We reach- 
ed the town about noon, and at night were 
Ipdged in the houses of the Moldavian inhaif- 
bitants, .who eagerly fulfilled towards us thp 
duties of hospitality, offering us the bast of 
every thing they possessed^ In general, 
a i^^rtain degree of culture and improvement 
is apparent among this people. 

The cleanliness and * order ohsferyable in 
their habitations afforded us a very }>l^tsif^ 
proof of this remark. Oblig^wto.giye up 
> thfiir most convenient apartments to i^,, and. fo 
-iterire with th^ir family to &e^ v^billeof tli^r . 
:hou96> or t0 srnnfe c6f lier wfcfyc /tl!% 

a 



<■ 



/' 



82 

crowded all together, they did not, however, 
evince the least iH-humour,* perceiving that 
we cursives took particula,r pains to make 
^ them feel as little as possible the burden im- 
posed upon them, and which was to be of 
short duratidn. In fact, we again set out 
Very early on the following day» The march 
of our retinue formed a very plea^ng exhi- 
bitioii from the high pkrts of the mountain 
which begins immediately at the end of the- 
village. Kotusow, our ambassador, was ori 
'horseback, surrounded by a great number 
of Turks of distinction, xyell mounted, and 
superbly dressed, who had come from the 
envirdns of Bender and Jassy, By his side 
mairched the troop of cavalry, belonging to 
''the suite of the embassy. Next followed 
our carriages and equipages, which occu'- 
pied an extent of about half a league. The 
beauty of this spectacle, arid the delightful 
weather, to say n-othiiig of the changing 
views which presented themselves on every 
side, and were rendered still more animated 
' hj the immense concourse of people whahad 
'assembled from all parts, and who mingled 
'"CXclamaficSis of joy with the sound of otrr 
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marfiial rftiiysic, altogipther formed, a ^cene 
lh0 imost ench?inti<ig, and calculated taex- 
^jite.genterql hilarity.. In order to derive 
every, pqswble enjoyment from it, I deter-; 
ipined to leave my carriage ; and accord- 
ingly proceeded on foot towards Kisch** 
uewo, accompanied by several of ray 
coitipanions*. In this village we found the 
houses, extreitiely clean, and reposed in 
tb^m at our ea^, aftef the heat of the day 
adod the fatigiie of our journey. The r^- 
specMhle Moldavians of this place, as m^U 
aiS:tho^i<p^f several others, treated us with the 
gr0ato$|: frankness*, and cpn£(|ed to us the aa- 
ture of the oppression they experienced from 
the? tjrraniiical government under whic^iti^y 
livedo. ' They told us that Uie pgr^ons who 
werg ^t oyer them fpr.govefnor^r instead of 
endeavouring to all^viateithne scourge of war,, 
pf which this countryji^d been tl^e^theatre, 
evinced on the cpnU'ary no otlier design than 
to/ wrejt from, them their money and, their 
provisions, and to. retain tl>fi;a in a sta4^ of 
the ; bitterest oppression and misery; Tl^is 
.was thre motive which had forced tlie inha* 
bit^nts ^ this rich and .beautiful country to 

. G 2 
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faketdfuge ift the neighbouriirg tefrriiwry 
o£ wthe: iR^ktfid and the Atmtf iaiis^ t ' fwb^ 
received them witJi oj^en ianns.v *4n. sfpite 
of these €*ijrgi3iLdans, and the rigout of the 
govetnm^U ' * i^ admirable to obsei^ve n^tth 
what •promptitude the jxrovince^ has repaired 
the ravages and disastrous consequences of 
the war, every trace of \vhich a very few 
years will*no doubt effectually remove. This 
f)rdves the iridhes and the resourcfes of the 
country, on which nature seems to have tbe- 
stcrwed her benefits with a most liberal hand: 
in fact, few countries are better situated -for 
sport, for the rearing of cattle, for fishing, 
imd the cultivation of the vine , and the fields. 
On the -rfth of Jiitte we left Kischnewo; 
and, in order to avoid the high mouatains 
we must h»v^6 'crossed to follow the shortest 
road, - we made a little ' circuit, and arrived 
t6wai*ds*nobn at Strascheni. This place i» 
one of the best ^built and most agreeably ^- 
tuat^d that ^we had yet met with on the 
Turkish territory! It is surrounded with 
high and pictiiresqiie mountains, covered 
with, woods j whidh are full of game of every 
kind. The whole of this couittry is ex- 
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ts^moly woody ; a circumstance aJl^rdmg. 

a soiircQ. of aumefous and cpnsi4<9)9tjii)e aidir 
vaotages to t^e inbaJH^ats. r . 

On the* following day we ^fw^oeded to: 
Kalara^h> wbere we took ^ome ^repose. It 
is Mimpossibl^ to behold a; xiiorQ bc^autifui 
eouatry, or that exhibit? itiCN?e i ejochftntijag 
points of view than that we passed oi^ qur 
way hither. Twp l^gueaibeyopd Wafechi* 
neBti> w^ iBefcwith ono/of,tbe higliipst ujpUh*- 
t^-itis ^e had observed io tKd >\'faolfi i6f our 
jo.uqney . / After ^havia^ i psoeieerded for' some" 
tiffie laloog it& wQodsi, Aim w»»e :$ud<tei3ly 
l^hnngped;^. and we ^ onter^ (upoa ;aa . imnoyense. ^ 
plain/ and weiSi oa adl sid^ prfe^eut^cTwith 
an iirfmityvof objected which. we viewed 
^piiii; and again ^th niew pleasure and ad*' 
imp^tiph. At the dii^tance of haif a league ^ 
we met with a cufious xAj«ct of aaother 
kind ; it was the spot where prince Potem- 
kin yiddfsd hi$^ last breath • On the oppo* 
site sid^ of the nxou^tain appea;rsa columns 
erected: :b(y older of the empress, for the 
pmposeoC transmitting this event, to the latest 
po$i;e,i:ity« The beauty of thi& monument* 
does. nat> however^ perfectly correspond 



with thie enorrinous expense incurred for its 
cdttstrubtion. The colUmh is built of brick, 
and has. on it the following inscription irithe 
Russian- larfgOage : - 

" It w?is ift ^his spot that prince Gregory 
*' AlexandroWifsch Potemkin, the Taurian, 
" departed this- 4ife on the 5(h of October, 
'' 1791.'' ' 

On the opposite side are these words : 
^ The arch ofheiven was his canopy, and the 

*^ earth his bed. Thus he quitted a world,^ 

» 

** the seat of mquietjj^ and devouring care," 
After consecrating .some moments to re- 
flecting on the manner of the exit of this 
extraordinary man, and on^ the instability of 
all human grandeur, wfe again' procecideid to 
join our camp at Resina> a league distant, 
where we spent a day^ and, leaving it, con- 
tinued our route towards Sisora. The whoief 
embassy visite4 this place with more, than 
common interest and curiosity, on account 
of its having been two years before the resi-^ 
dence of the celebrated field-marshal cbunt 
Romanzow^ to which he retired after ceding 
the command of the army to his competitor 
prince Potemkin, who was, more particularijp» 
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than. hUnself, entitled to the good .offices of 
the empress. In this place the hero fixed 
his retreat, and formed the resokition to eiid 
hig days in the silence and tranquillity be- 
coming a true philosopher. It would be diffi- 
cult, in fact, to find a more agreeable spot. 

The house he lives in is charming, ex- 

- ' _ • * 

tremely large, and built of freestone. The 

.» » 

gardens belonging to it are carefully culti- 
vated. The house is situated on an emi- 
nence, commanding a yiew of a magnificent 
plain, \vhich is watered by an ^infinity pf 
rivplets, and adorned with large trees of the 
greatest beavityiji, that form a nunabey Qf ave-»^ 
i^uea of immeasurable length, 
, A3 tljis . place is but two leagues from 
' Jassy, the capital of Moldavia, the Russian 

ambassador rec^eiyed there a visit from the. 

• ■ . . ■ ' . 

soa of the hospodar, who presented himself 
v/ith great cereipony : he was accompanied 
by a numerous suite of officers attached to 
the service of the court, and by the body- 
guards of his father. Our ambassador re- 
ceived him with the politeness and 4istnic^ 
tion due to so great a personage. A shorty 
time after arrived the Rusjjian consul, M. de . 
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SfevcMii, at the head of a great htiiftbldf xrf 
merchants^ and other inhabitants, who 
wished to be presented to the ambassador, v 
On Friday V ^^jy at nine o'clock in the 
inorning, we again resumed our travelling 
order, und proceeded towards Jassy, whither 
some of the persons of the embassy haiJ / 

already ' proceeded, after the fexchange of 
credentials which had taken place on the 
banks of the Dniester. From the pkde 
of our departure to Jassy, we found die . 
road lined with an innunierablfe crowd of ' 
persons, whom curiosity had attracted thither 
from the' neighbouring toWns and villages. 
.About a league' from thence, we perceiviid* 
the prince of Moldavia advancing in pdrsbn 
in a hands'onie carriage with iix hdrsei : 
he was surrounded by his guards and the 
jjiilitia iOf the country, and was Come for the 
purpose of meeting bur ambassador, t|iirhoin 
lie accompanied to Jassy, Every windoW 
was filled with spectators to siee our mafrcli; 
aad some persons h^d even climbed to the 
tx)ps 6f the houses, Oii entering the hotel 
which Kad ' been prepared for our recfepti^n^j 

^e foUhd a handsome dinner served with 



Hhe pmide Siried' ^th- trs-, fce seated hlnaJself 
next tor thd airrbasskdtrr ict the top of die liable. 
4^1 the, THoktavian noblemeri belonging to 
tte ' csmvt ^pkted tfiemselVes on the right 
bandy and the persons belonging* to the 
cfmbis^ on the left: towards the close of 
the xJay^ sdihe musrc, a good deal tikfe 
TUirKish music, begaii to play, and 'continued 
dU ev6ry one retired to the amas of sleep, 
and to' a respite frotti the fatfgtles of this tu* 
xfaiiltuous day. ^ ^ • : 

W6 staid a fortnight in thi;? town, dating 
which time the prince assiduously eicetted 
himself in proc\iring us ^vety kind "of 
amiisemeht; Each day introdifced its par- 
ticular festival ; knd the few mohientr ' t 
coiild steal from this curi-erir o? pleasu?es 
were devoted to visiting the curiosities con- 
tained in the to\<m and its environs^ the 
prince aflrordihg us^^ir the mearis 5n fii^ 
power to facilitate c^t gratification in this 
, respect"". This hospodar is dfesceAcled firom^ 
3 Greek family, from whicb^e^ gta^d sultan 
t*gwkriy dfaws the princes of iJlMdamsiiif 
. Hf^afechia; and the ptefencfe' k ^ahvaysl 



obtained 'by faim who offers the lairgest^isun^ 
of inoney* Th^ nanie of this prince, i^^ 
Sutzo; he possesses a .irery mild charactei;,^^ 

and announces the most favoarafole dis< 

. * . ■ • . ... ♦ . « - 

position towards those who are subjected to. 
bis dominion. 

A Moldavian prince finds himself in a; 
viery disagreeable situation. The place of 
hospodar which he occupies is too lincer^ 
tain and precarious to stimulate liini to. 
meritorious e^^ertions, or even to excite in. 
him aiiy emulation of that sort. It very 
rarely happens tliat the hospodars retain 
their ppst more than five or six years, because, 
the Turkish government, whether from 
ayarice in the view of receiving more fre- . 
quepjtly the presents and sums which always^ 
aQCompany the ceremony of taking rpos-. 
3e$$ipn of thq office, or from the policy of 
preventing any prince from having time to. 
fi^^ . a /}q^^4eTQhle party in the country^ 
hj|yfi' adopted,, the cuijtqm of frequently 
Sijanging them- / ,,^ 

.Durkig niy stay at Jassy, I cunbraced the 
oppprtuj^ity of using the Turkish b^ths tlmt 
are established th?re, and was extremely \ 
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gratified by the. order and cteafoliif ea; MiHh 
which : they are conducted^ and th^^tUt}^ 
of ^ the assisting attendants* : The : j JlxQiQient 
you get cfut of tlie M^ter^iyou are^ttend^d 
by men^appointed^for the^ purpose, who rttb 
ihe body with peculiar dexterity: tli^y have 
^bo a talent^ entirely their own, tp supple 
and extend < all the limbs ; and I found t^i9 
operation of so much use, as. to makeme 
forget all the fatigued and hazards of my 
journey* i 

Our residence at Jassy terminited with 
two very splendid repasts, which were dlterti 
nately jgiven by the hospod&r aYid the 
Russian ambasskdon The toagmficence df 
the latter was brilliant andumpodiilg. ' Tfee 
\*hole of the I'Signirig fes^tly wer6 ^Y*- 
sent^t it/ ad well as die^ most' distinguished 
of the Moldavian nobility, with theiri*riy« 
ahd chililreii'. . - \ 

TfNis Tfepast was followed- ^by a ball,- ia 
which tbe Mfoldstiri^n ladies; W^iMe . beautjr 
and splendid dreiss excited our adhtiration; ^ 
execute, with infinite grace aftd rebdia^^ 
iHit diflferent dances of the^ coufitty, Wbldi 
tbey appeared ea^er to make b^k^qliiiAted * 
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<feh. Several young officers bdbhg^iigr t9 
l)ie embaiB^^^ exhibited, in tfaeir twn^ soitie 
of the English and Polish figures; rand.Uhe 
b^l pa^d away in repetition^ of the dancer 
^b party had taugil tube othierj till a very 

« 

late hour of ^e^ night. T^ie: festival' was 
dosed by ainagnificent 4supper ; and tbe sun 
had already risen above^ the horizon' when 
the guests retired. i » 

A few days after, the prince gave u§, in 
his turn, a gala, which greatly surpassed^. 
Both in magniecence and the 'expense of 
its decorations, the one already sp<i4ten pf^ 
^ni comequence of the invit#ion^ve had re^ 
ceived^ we repaired' to tl\e garden of his 
palace, where wfe i jfoued a inost sumptiipa^ 
dinner^ confiii^ig of every passible rarity^ 
ami served .upj viades. tent?. , ^hp^: n»vf^f;q^$^ 
j©ci«ty: jofi Qbarmi«gi?5rpj|iqft .>y^lj][$|.J^ bef^ 

invited, the lustre of their beaulgp^ thpri^)]!)?^^ 
jjbr.af th^r i^esl^y-^s^ad ^«^^^jr|i[i9U^^^^ 

Ifcey wwfc«oMer»e4 444€d?g^40r^)? to;,^^ 
»l^ft<»iensli94tb*8 brigli?B»:^q?n^/ \T^f>w,W^^ 

which was .ii^feftitely'i nfM»f«i, 4eligi;»tfiil iUn^i 



>5 _ 

I <he 'former one, in consequenee of * the pror 

i gf ess that had been made ki leaning ihe 

different dances, and the increased intiniacy 
which prevailed among the dancefs. 

After passing ten days imidst *pleasi|Ee8 
•aiid festivals^ we quitted Jassy with th? 
sijme order and pomp with which we len- 
I tered it. 

At a short half league from thence^ ♦we 

were very agreeably surprised, on arriving at 

Galatha, to find a m^gnificeat famak&s^ 

prep«ed for u,, lyy d»„pru,ce-s «d.r, :iutt 

convent ; situated on an eminence. Feur 

large tajbk^ covered with im^^ ^wkies of 

every kind, with excelieBit frinte,. and the 

rarest and mdst delicate viands, were placed 

under tents decorated with garlands of 

^wers, and ribb&nds of all colours. As iiiFe 

were invited to partake of this repast, HKe 

really halted ; and,^ without further cere* 

inony, placed ourselves round the tables. 

The Moldavian iK)blemen of the court, who 

were, present, mingled with our .part?y, aad 

repeated , toasts were given to the health of 

the prince, who so condescendingly and 

generously exereised towards us^liie duties 
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of htt>spita!ity. When wfe had heartily r^. 
galed durtelves. We fook lezveoP their ex^ 
ceikticies^ and continued our jowney in thte 
accustomed manner ; that is to say, by mo- 
derate stages, and evert a small augmenta- 
tion of the days allotted to repose. 

In our way, we passed through Burlad, 
which was formerly a very flourishing town, 
but which now exhibits marks of the raV^ages 
of the late war. The town was reduced to 
tinders by the Turks themselves, to gratify 
their ' animosity against the inhabitants, on 
account of their attachment to the Russians. 
"We ob$erve;d no other remarkable place till. 
wfe came to Fockschany. This little town, * 
situated^ on the frontier of Walachia, is one 
of the bfr^ built and most considerable 
places of Moldavia, after Jassy, and is Imp- 
rounded with niountains. Like Burlad> it 
suffered deeply the ill-effects of the 'war. 
There are yet remaining the ruins of several 
houses which were reduced to. ashes at 
th« e|>i)ch. ' It is difficult not to feel tha 

most painful sensations on the view of so 

> • 

much destruction. ' -' 

I profiled- of the stay -we made • in this 
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plice, to visit, Avith some of itty coysd^a<- 
ftions, the two convents of Lagniera and 
Otobetsoh, sitiiated three miles from thetice, 
ihd of which we had heard a description 
that excited my curiosity. We set out 
about six o^dock in the mornings in very 
fine weather, but excessively hot. We first 
"crossed a very agreeable plain, at the end of 

which we found a quantity of vineyards 

^ _ ** , ' 

Teheed with hedges. Besides these, We alsd 
^aw ^^dtiFerent villages situated at the foot 
of the high mountains, which on all suj^ 
environed the convents I have just spokeA . 
^of. ^The- little river of Milkow, which sepa- 
-rates : Moldavia from Walachia, and whicfe 
serpentines most agreeably along the road, 
was on , our left. When we arrived at 
Otobetsch, the nearest of the two convents, 
we stayed- to rest ourselves in it a cou** 
^>le -of hours, which time we dqvoted 
to admiring the picturesque situation ^d 
the place, surrounded on all sides by 
high rn.Quntains covered with thick woods, 

• and appearing separated a$ it were fron(i '^ 
the rest of the earth, I know of no 

• place which seemt- better <salcuJated for 
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ijamer, x^ qpntinucd our roi^,(f^^iibf(: 
t^ MiW^V to .visit thjs 6ecftB4,t?9»¥0Jit, 
T^;{pro8^Gt is boiuMed on tb^ ^iglu. tl^^ 
ti»e Wgh piounfciins an^ rQqfes;W^bijflj[i;^ilt 
M<^d^a. To the l^^t, on the. contawyv sa^. 
p«^ the vi»t atid' fertile plains of l^alj^hiai; 
9&i,'wk.fhfi distance, are pretty ^it^tBCtly- 
fleftcried the blwe mountains of .Tra^$ylv|^Qif|» 
4rtBiM«g. lyiiat tint from . their giffpftv^isfen^H 
l^om. iMsp pl^ce et Tviaioh we peroe^vci^.ith'^^W - 
JE^i:ih^h grMiil«^t|Qfl afforded m 'i^Y *R 
. ||«^r.^ects ericpurj^ed us to p^oc^d tf> 
jytgn^^, wb^e 5«'e were exce«dk^;ly ¥t^U 
l^etyetlrby four^Greek jnonks who inh^te4 
j^ij&<:o|ivent> , They oftered us nctthiiis^.bnt 
^read and wiae; but the:se theyipr«eated 
Mjhh, sjich genuioe ihospitality, th^afeit would 
Joeive Jbeett difiicalt even to wi$h. for ^ny 
thing better, Tbey showed jas all this, curiot- 
laities, of daeir house and their churchy which 
is very handaome* :But:nc>ti|ring ijalerested ^s 
^«o miQh as ike :deli|g^tful w^t^%temmc 
>y\mr •5¥h*c:h;pie5eBte:iteell£ frooi tite,filcm?r 
iioa jon ,wfeich thei:^Pi3tvwt if built* IVl^e 

ipxtina^ eafihamedcwiith. our Iwjvw to ^Fock* 






idkijtf, wik6re' we tititttl a^oat ten o'dock 

The embassy now proceeded in its march 
dKross fields still reeking with the blood 
^»1\ich had been shed in them during the 
last war. As we travelled through this 
theatre of murder and carnage, we ap« 
pl-cjached Rymnik, the spot whtere the 
piiUte of Saxe-Cobourg, in doncert with the 
Rtfssiaft general Suwarrow, cut to pieces the 
afiiiy of the grand visir. On the banks of 
ikt river are still distinguishable the places 
iM which were erected the batteries of the 
ilHed armies. At the extremity of th^ 
Milage of Rymnik, through which we 
passed, we saw a convent that has beetl 
rebuilt within the. last six years. Its form 
is precisely that of a strong castle; and the 
highest part of the tower of the steeple 
contKnands a most admirable view. The 
mischief occasioned by the Turks to this 
convent is not yet entirely repaired. It is 
impossible to witness, without the liveliest 
ffigxet, the mutilation of a beautiful statue in 
stone, representing Samson seated on a 
-Eon. The ztmains of this fin% piece of 

H 
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spulpture sufficiendy anpaunce its original 

perfection. 
.We were now in Walachia ; and, finding 

ourselves in the midst of vast and almost 
. desert plains, ' filled with large roots of wild 
herbs, it was diflficult to suppress the recol- 
lection of the delightful and fertile lands. Qf 
Moldavia,. . The apparent indifference of. 
the inhabitants, and the ill grace with which 
they exercised hospitality towards us, were 
the more disgusting to us, from forming a 
complete contrast to the cordiality and 
marked attentions we had previously ex- 
perienced from the Moldavians. However^ 
) by the order of government for that pur- 
pose, we were sometimes obliged to em- 
ploy force to obtain from these Wala- 
chians what they would, not bestow by fair 
hjieans. They were required to furnish .us 
every day with a considerable quantity o^ 
provisions, fi'uits, and wines of all sorts. In 
all the places through which we pasa<?d 

• - * • - ' 

we found ready prepared the magnificent 
breakfasts which, had been ordered for us. 
These accommodations, and the oblig-ation 
:to lodge \x\ in their houses, and to reinove 
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j out baggage at fheir own cost, were ex- 

tremely oppressive to those poor inhabi- 
latits, ^vKo had recently been so ill treated in 

\ the last war; and as all these charges ^ere 

so many levies for which they received no 
recompense from the government, it would 
bd unjust to feel too much displeasure 
against them on account of their disinclina* 
tron to receive us. 

\ The further we advanced towards what is 

properly called Turkey, the more we bb- 

I Served of the Eastern costume in the usages* 

arid manners of the people we met with. 
We remarked' that the women were more 
reserved, and appeared less in public. We 
had ourselves already begun to adopt insen- 
sibly the Turkish manner of living. After 
the example of these musulmans, sherbet 
became, our favourite drink, and we found 
that nothing was so weil calculated to re- 
fresh us during the great heats which then 
began to take place. This drink is pre- 
pared with the j nice of lemon, and a certain 
portion of water, in which is mixed a little 
essence of roses and gugar. In order to 
have it always fresh, it is generally put into 
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ic»i and sometimeg made with it. The 
different fruits of the country, and particu* 
larly the half-ripe water melon, became also 
very agreeable to us, and we f<r>und them 
extremely refreshing. 

On tlie V Augur, we already found our- 
selves at a short distance from Bucharest, the 
capital of Walachia. Out receptioja and 
entrance into this city were not less brilliant 
than thoy had been at Jassy. The hbs- 
podar, accompanied by a numerous retinue^ 
^rcomposed of bis ofiicers^ some on foot, and 
some on horseback^ came out to meet the 
ambassador a ^ort league from the cityV 
This cavalcade was infinitely more numerous 
and magnificent than that of the piince 
tff Moldavia. At a certain distance from 
this place we found some lai^ . tents; 
elected by. order of the hospodar, under 
which we were served with the most sump-< 
tuous breakfast. Notwitlistanding all this 
appearance of politeness, we thought we 
perceived h^ frankness and cordiality in his 
reoeplion than in that of prince Sutzo. Two 
hours after this tepkst, we continued our 
journey towards Bucharest. 
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.On entering Bucharest^ f^ had been ihe 
case at Jassy^ -we were attended by a nu- 
merous crowd of spectators. We wei*e 
lodged in a building of very large dimensions, 
where every thing requisite for ouf conve- 
nience had been carefully provided.. The 
liospodaB had otdered us a very coiisid^- 
rable .dinner ; and we had the pleasure of 
^llljl^l^^g of it in company \vith himself and 
all; tjje officers of his suite. As every thing 
relating to ceremonials, in similar circum- 
stances, had already , been adjusted, the 
prince and ail the persons of hi^ court were- 
placed on the right side of the table iti their 
quality of hosts, and those of our embassy 
were placed on the left. Our stay in this 
city was accompanied' with pretty nearly the 
same circumstances as at Jassy, We were 
engaged in a succession of pleasures and 
festivals, consisting of repasts^ conoefts^ balls, 
excursions to the different pleasure-chouses 
of the prince, ilkiminations, firewotks, &c* 

As to what relates to Bucharest, I confess I 
did not find its situation nearly so agree- 
able and cheerful as that of Jasiy. It is, 
,however,.half as. large again^ atjd has a mudi 
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greatear immher ' of inhabitants- What ne-> 
cessarily attracts the attention of i stronger, 
are its -public walks, situated on the banks of 
the little river Embrowitz. They form very 
pretty' bowers and shaded walks, which, in 
the evening, ^re frequented by a numearous 
crowd, attracted by the beauty and cooK 
ness of the situation. • 

Some days before our. departure, the hos- 
podar gave us a ball, and a brilliant supper,i 
at his country house, which i^ situated oppo- 
site to the town. All the gardens were illu^i 
minated; and there were also fireworfcs, 
which were no otherwise remarkable than 
hy a large quantity of sky-rockets. After 
the ball, which finished at a very late hour^ 
all the persons of the embassy were con-* 
ducted to their lodgings in the same car^ 
riages which had before fetched them. A 
slight indisposition of the ambassador dc* 
tained us at Bucharest till the 10th of August, 
TJSis delay was the more vexatious, as the 
unwholesome air of this town, together witli 
the bad • quality of its water, had affected the 
health of many persons of our embassy, and. 
seemed to threaten the remaining part of 
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lliem : iii fact, how could w& escape tfafs 
•apprehensibh, in a place in which the 
animals killed for use are exposed on stalls 
in every street, where they^ soon become 
corrupted by the ardent heat of the sun ? 

On Wednesday, the 10th of August, we 
at length prepared for quitting this town, 
after having remained in* it nearly a fort- 
night. When all our luggage was ready, 
we. dined at the ambassador's, and then re- 
tired to our apartments till the heat of the 
day was a little abated. 

• My companions and myself, having 
taken leave of the Greek in whose house 
\ we lodged, and who had been tolerably 
attentive to us, prepared for leaving the 
town with the less reluctance, from the cir^ 
cumstance of not having been entertained in 
it with the same friendship and cordiality as 
we had experienced from the respectable 
Sutzo at Jassy. After having emptied some 
bottles to the health of our host, we bade him 
adieu, and began otir march. • 

The sky was covered with clouds, aiid a tre- 
mendous wind filled the roads with whirl- 
winds of dust. We passed leisurely through 4 
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^utu-torisf die town Avhid* we Iwdnet «e«i 
Id^^fit^ and which u liti^t^ od a sacmoitto 
t^at entk'ely camniand$ the en virocis. 

We mxt Altered upon a large ^ain, 
which conducted us close tq the pnetty ct«i- 

vent of Wackaresti, at the distance of $omft 
w^rstes. The hbspodar, who had accompa- 
nied our i«nbassador as far as this place^ now 
took teav^ of us. with the Rusrian and Turicr 
ish music playing^ and amidst peals of beOs 
from all the steeples of the neighbouring con- 
vents. We now experienced a slight shower^ 
to which succeeded a» beautifully clear nsioon- 
lights which we had the pleasure of enjoy-' 
ing all the way to our camp^. situated ^ a 
«;Ball distance from the river Sahara, ten long 
werstes from Bucharest. We passed . the 
night in this place; and early the next 
morning Continued our route alon^ the 
Sabara* This river we crossed by a wooden 
bridge^ which conducted us to a spacious road^ 
loomed with clumps cuf trees in continual 
succession, near which runs the Ardges([?h^ 
a river of tolerable si^e, and whose course 
if very picjturesque. After pas^ng . this, 
jiver by »» drawbiidgei we descjiifld, at a 
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f3istance» several edifi^^- in iriikiS^ \^fote ; we 
anived at the camp of. T^lAstovQ^ ftlu^^ 
in the xoidst.of mouatam^cov^jed; wHli 
thick woodsi on the banks of th^^ l^jlneschtu 
The water of this river ia beautifully Urapidt 
and is bordered by trees and buthte !witb94t 
presenting any tiling further remarkable. 

On Friday we halted- Towards tiie even- 
ing, when the hwt of the day wa$ passed, wp 
todi a walk in the woods. which covered)^ 
mountain, and had the pleasure of ei\jpfitig 
en its elevations a complete yietv «f .|be 
jcamp:: tbe motipn and acUyity which' ey^y 
wb?ere prevailed in it were objects .pqmidfl- 
rably interesting to us. 

On Sunday, ii August, we proceeded op 
our journey immediately afte^ sun-riding. 
The road we now passed through was as de- 
testable as we had found the bridge solid and 
good. It was, however, a litde better than 
that of KaliguUni, which we had deteritiio^d 
to follow. After having crossed woods, and 
an extensive plam* we at length perceived .tp 
the left a very large valley, watered by the 
Danube, which flows majestically t^waids 
the Black Sea. The .yjtUey wa» owfem^^ tty 
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ar^sli^jf-ftiist^whieh' pirer6nted our perceir- 

ing all its , b^udful windings. We walked | 

in tkis ii^alley^ akernately rambling through 

. coru^fields, and inclosures of vines which ; 

hadjuBt been planted. Upon the highest 
part of the little mountain we left to our , 

rights we perceived* here and there many 
lone houses all the way as we passed to the j 

• large plain of Adaja, on which our camp 
was stationed. In this place we witnessed a . 
melancholy example of' the religious fana- ' 
ticism of the Turkish priests in tlie persons of 
two dervises, who were employed in flagel- ^ 
lating themselves with bundles of leathern 
thongs and with whips loaded with bullets 
and spikes of iron* 

About seven o'clock on Sunday morn- 
ing we directed our march towards the 
middle of the plain. We found a very 
large quantity 6f lofty oaks along the / 
whole of the ten werstes we travelled to 
reach the shores of the Danube. The 
river was covered with large and small 
boats, conducted by a great number of 
Walachians and Turks, who had been or- 
dered to convey xis and our equipages. 
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It was in this place that we dismissed the 
horses of our Walachiai^ coiidtictors, tind made 
use of oxen afterwards to draw our carriages. 
I embarked in one of these little slodps to 
cross the Danube, which in this place is> 
about' two werstes, or half a league> wide'; 
but lower down on the right it is consi- 
derably larger. At the distance of a "short 
league to the left, on the borders of Walat- 
chk, is the castle of Guirgew, situated in an 
island with the town and fort of the siiiie 
mme. Its high towers, which are perceiir- 
able at a great distance, form a very agree- 
able view. The governor of this place had , 
arrived the evening before at Adaja to pay 
his compliments to our ambassador* We 
now lay before a desert isle in the Danube; 
and our conductors were obliged to take 
a compass to avoid it, till we came in view 
of our camp, which was situated on the 
opposite bank of Bulgaria^ They now 
shifted the sails to another direction, in 
order to avoid a bank of sand which 
had lately formed itself in that place. 
We perceived at a distance some of the 
gtee|)l<ss of the town of Rutschlik in 
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4$vIgAri$» .4nd the mouptaiaous coasts of 
thils proviaiQ^ ])fesen/tied theqis^lyes to our 
view tUl the moment of our disembvkation. 
As soon as we had landed, we instantly 
.])arnessed a couple of oxen to our carriage, 
which conducted us to the camp a short 
distance from the Danube. The inhabi- 
tants of the environs had already placed 
before the tent of the ambassador a large 
.quantity of the fruits of the country, v^ge- 
tables, meats, and other provisions, for t)ie 
^purpose of presenting to him at his arrival, 
which was announced towards noon by 
the firing of four cannon, to which the fort 
*of Guirgew replied by a general volley- The 
barge was ornamented with a quantity of gar- 
lands of every colour, and had scarcely reach- 
ed the river-side before it was saluted with 
another discharge to announce its entrance 
Jnto the port. The ambassador w^nt on 
shore, and proceeded on horseback towards 
his tent, in tlie midst of a roar of cannon, and 
hedged in by a line of Russian and Turkish 
soldiers, and of the principal inhabitants of 
, Rutschuk and Guirgew, by whom Were pre- 
^Sjentpd all sorts of customary refreshments. 



In the same degfee as the weatkiK h^d 
been bad on Mondays it W4d bt^tftitlftajlys^ 
rene on the foUoxving day, and wfeMf<S6l: 
advantage of it to proceed to *uiteehukr 
We went 6Ht of the catttp withdu* «kin|f 
the capidgi-pacha, who had 6&iidUct*d our 
suite, for • an ' eecort; arid," after' hsfvittg 
crossed the {)lace where th* Turks were «i^ 
camped at a febi)rl disltace froitt lis, 'We tbok 
our direction through Aiea^oJw^ • dlobg Ih* 
Danubci. The, sky wa^ soi. j^*tf»^^that wfe 
distinctly perceived GuirgeW itnA itS^r^; asf 
well as a grieat patt of Wdladiia. * ' * ' 

The road by wbfch^^e'pa^^d w* Cdve^etf 
with a great nfumber of foot ^^n<d hor^' 
soldiers, attracted by curiosity 'towafcfe ^r- 
edmp. At about a league distance, in which 
space we had niet with a ttmnulkctory of 
bricks, and many well-oultivated orchards, 
we arrived at a draw-bridge, lbw>wn over a 
dry narrow ditch, which conducted us to the 
tawn of Riitsohuk. We perceiVdd hwe at 
first only a few houses thinly scalfei^d; bu# 
afterwards, going through a Urge 5treet fill-J 
ed with shops, we foond outselves-'in the^ 
prindpat square, wherfe we wfcffe accosted by- 
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several Turks, who, faithful to the precepts 
of the Alcoran on the subject of hospitality ^^ 
offered us coffee and other refreshments- 
All the women we mfet wore a white i^il 
on th^ bead. The houses for the most part 
^re surrounded by a high wall precluding 
the ,view of what passes in the street, and 
tJ^ose which have windows commanding 
it are. guarded with strong ; lattices of iron,^ 
wh^ch prevent any approach to them. We 
h^d no sooner given indications^ of .wishing 
to go near those bars to take a nearer view 
of the womqn, who had been attracted to 
^m by curiosity fo see us pass> than they 
retired with equal * celerity and alsu-m, and 
^ut th^ sht^ters of the windows. 

We, passed, before several mosques, t& 
which thp Turkish youth ' repaired for 
i]i$tructkxn. After having visited every 
p^nt. of this town> we reaiched a stone 
bridge onran arm of the Danube. Crossing 
^is bridge A^^e entered a. very dirty part -of 
^e town inhabited by Bohemians, and con- 
timied.pur Avay in this direction t:o a place 
where we found several handsome and ex# 
teii^ewarehou^es;^ built of free-stohe, com- 
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manding a viiew of rRutscbuJk, wkich teiftearSj 
in the form of- an araphitheatoe on th^ hilb 
along the Danube, exhibiting a nipst de- 
hghtful view. By. the water-gide is .a 
charming walk, where, we re$t6d a long , 
time, and returned by the same way to the 
town ; when, after refreshing ourselves witli 
some grapes of a most excellent sort aiid very . 
cheap, we set out for the camp in spite o£ ^ 
the fatigue occasioned by the, exceissive heat 
of the day. ... 

On the following day we continued our 
journey with oxen, as rtot more than two 
hundred horses could be*prpcurfd, ami these 
w^ere scarcely sufficient fof; the aqeommodaf' 
tion of the ambassador and the mast distinf^ 
guished persons of his retinue. We qjuitted 
the banks of the Danube about eight o'clock 
on Wednesday, 4^ August, accompanied byt 
Russian and Turkish music, and volleys of 
artillery in honour of the ambassador^ iwho 
opened the march. The. othei: persons. .b£ 
the enibassy followed, each aceoijding to,fa» 
ranki and forming a line of aJmostimnaeatf / 
s^urable extent. We went througfaia cosuxui 
try of vineyards and plains, tilhwejccadifidr 
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Ae further side of the village Tschomowoda^ 
trfiere we encamped on a height* Towards 
the evening we descended to walk in the 
village/ and met with an, old Bulgarian^ A^ 
he was perfectly acquainted with his lan- 
guage, which bears a strong resemblance to 
the Russian, he easily understood what we 
said to bim. As we walked along,- be gave 
us diferent details of the place, where he 
lived, and told us that it contained nearly 
eight hundred Bulgarians, and about three 
hundred Turks; thaj the first of these had 
four Greek churches, and the last two 
mosques, the domes of w^hich were perceiv* 
ajUe at a-great distance. This village is sur« 
rounded by a great quantity of trees, which 
is almost generally the case in Turkey, and 
they poisisicss the double advantage of afford^ 
ing a delightful shade in so hot a climate^ 
and of forming very delightful views- 

The next day we continued our route 
4long several large plains; bounded on each 
»de by woods and large naked rocks. Im- 
aediately after passing a bridge situated on 
a kind of torrent which flows between two 
i|^^ motmtaifis, we took a very steep and* 



M6uftfeftt6m 'toad' bf a s^wr%Mi knd^ 

it t<^a$ ^ith \]k greatest "iilSiculty tliat'wfe 
•*uctefeded in ascending it, ttt^Withitan&ng 
the sifeal and activity of a great tiuniber bf 
fiulgat'ians, who came to out a^istancfe. 
When -we had gaine^d 'ftie highest patt of k, 
^fe large valky before lis, the high pei> 
pfendicukr rocks, Whost3 jutting protuberantes 
mounted almost beyond our ^ght, ejchi- 
Hted a spefctacle that we contemplated witji 
a mixed sentiment of pleasure and terror. 
I^fc now descended by the same toad, which 
Conducted ut through woods into the valley, 
fey \diith v^ proceeded Very leisurely. A 
¥Mt Ibeyond thre village xX TurlaTc We aJt 
length reathed the camp that haci befen pre-^' 
J)4ted for us. Our oxen were so mUch fa- 
TSgued that it i^ould hate been difRcult 16 
liave proceeded further. As our guidifes wert 
to conduct lis with thesfe oxeh, togethet WlMi 
softie buffaloes, to Ra^grad, fi^ leagues Ikr- 
tfeet on, and we were uti^iHtng to lo^ itifi^ 
fal liays in reguUtihg what related to thfe cWi* 
veyante of our lefFects, as was thfe tiie Wheitt 
>lit reached the baftki o^ the bantibfe, #6 

resolved to pursufe our journey ©trfh€f61foiK 
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ing day^ and npt to rest till we reached Ras-- 
gradi^ Towards the end of the dpty, I. wejjt 
.with sjome friends to visit the high mountain 
at the foot of which w§ were encan^ped, in 
order to obtain some knowledge of the coun- 
try; nor was I less curious to enjoy the view 
of our camp, and to observe the. road that 
had been taken on the preceding day by 
the Jtitchen-servants of the embassy. In 
the mean while the sun had disappeared 
from the horizon, and we enjoyed a spec- 
tacle not less pleasing than that afford- 
ed by the rustic situation of this^ plaoe. 
The lighted fires in the camp and vUlag)& 
presented the image of an illumination^ 
and caused us the greatest pleasure. ^ ,^ 
' It was already late on the following day 
when we moved cur camp. The moui> 
tainous road lying in our way was alterf 
nately interspersed with woods and fields^ 
We passed near, several villages, at the eiSr 
trgxiuty of which we observed the Tiirkish 
brurial-grounds. After a very slo^v progress^ 
occasioned by the badness of the roads, wc 
at last^rrived at Rasgrad, the mosques vand 
minarets of which we had already perceiv^4 
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kl a distaiice. The streets of this town were 
so badly payed as to injure several of bur equi- \ 

pages. I remarked in them a great number i 

of shops and coffee-houses. i 

The capigi-pacha had given thci ambas-* i 

sador notice that the plague was in this town; 
but as the inhiabitants who came out to meet 
us positively denied this, it appeared to us to 
be nothing more than a pretext of the pacha 
to get rid of the inconvenience of accom* 
modating us. However, we adopted the 
precaution of placing a numerous guard of 
Russian cavalry along the streets through 
Which the embassy was to pass, to prevent 
, the purchasing of any fruit, or, having the 
least communication with the inhabitants. 
Having thus passed through this little town, 
we hastened on to our x:amp, placed on an ^ 
eminence, and surrounded by high moun- 
tains, from which a very strong wind bleV 
down upon us, bringing with it a continual 
rain which greatly inconvenienced us in bur 
tents during the whole night. In order to 
procure a little rest and ease to our sick, the 
number of which was become considerable, 
we itaid two days in this camp. ' ^ 
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4i^fda|^ was really in Rasgfad, 9^ the /par' 

tdia widi^ to make li^ beliew^ I r^oly^4 

^ wkb several of my <XMii|»aM0n6 ixi i^ssske fi 

^mmttQ^t]Mtown: this ^eapcofdingly did, and 

- entered u e&ffee-boi;^, where curioBity won 

ametiMei twaui m a g^€$it iiQiiiber of 

per«oTi9^ > amongst whom were several old 

• ^ Tv^, who, in passing the highest encomiums 

; t>n t)ie excellenoe of theb tobacco and pipes, 

••4Bre»y pDiiitely invited lis to make what use 

we pi^e^sed of tbem^ Soim after this we 

^it^tirteed to the camp, aod towards the 

- ^fnmn^ the fancy seiiftd . us of ascending 4 

:r wry higii mountain opposite to u$4 We** 

observed ftxun it many very w^ll oukivM€^ 

^^Qrdiards, and distinctly perceived thai towhV 

-^ and the adjacetit neighbourhood; ' 

Oa Monday 224 of August {old Style), w& 

^ left the camp, iflad took our direction acres* 

a country for the jno$t part untUled, Wte 

observed in t)ur way the feuriit-grounds of 

several villages, ©ur road, as well as all the 

stirrounding country^ was so mounfaiilous, 

t)iat we employed near nine bbiiyrs«^tG tr&^el 

three miles and an half^ It was four o'clock 
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tfeit ^Aad been pTepafed i&w ;: us v©i|^;^ 
mMM^iri, at smne liktraoet fr0m ^he vy^ 
•j^f ISBfkrla::- Td the ri^t. was, the :9be4avic»6 
moontams called Badk^Ds, or lAouin&llemliSw 
Om camp was i^&aated ^aoUy oppdsit^^td 
one of dlese monntainSr the pi^tureaqdli^ fmiSL' 
of wiitch rdsembks a saddle : thi^/ artef 9A* 
ooitretred wkii wood. Nesrt day We setrCHA^ 
i^ very fine weatfaer> Imt at little eoid> &Qmngi 
ak^rmaCely kk our way tb^e e^sbromftii^ mojF 
pl0in6, and some villager eficlosedr : b$r Othei^ 
mouatami3j» with beatstiful vall^$ : at> thjotr 
feet. In genei^lf B%>lgaiia is^ a ver}^0»otIS|A 
' tainous^ country^ but bigbly c^i^afod. Thtr 
inhabkaa^s are active^^ and very laborious) 
We found in this province a mud^ lal^^^ 
proportiofi of tillag^s^ and* lands in a state 
of ciiltiyation thaa in Moldavia or Walaohift« 
Less e^^posed to the hon^s ^nd ta^vages^; 
0^ war thaqf the inhabitantsr of tbeae^ latlerr 
pcovincesy in Bul^aifia e^ery peasaaC eoittw^ 
vates his field ki tra^quilrlity^ aad liiras ha^ 
ptty in lids miserable hut^ eajoyin^^the-mildr 
);ii9$6i8a^ of peaoe, ankl* o^odtig) witbp««»u* : 
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rity the harvests which ripen for his benefit? 
and not for a soldiery, whether friendly, or 
hostile, which in other countries devours 
the fruit of •the peasant's labour. What* 
adds still more to the beauty of this pro- 
vince is the stone bridges and beautiful foun* 
tains which prevail along the high roads, 
the latter of which are surrounded with in* 
closures of freestone. 'As it was generally 
reported that the roads were not safe, on 
account of the number of robbers that in* 
fested them, government had ordered a de- 
tachment of janissaries, well armed, to be 
stationed at certain distances, for the purpose 
of protecting our .passage. Those we met 
in our way were always assembled round 
a large fire. 

^ On this day our march did not exceed 
three miles, which we had accomplished 
jby noon. At the bottom of a very high 
3:nd craggy mountain appeared the town 
of Schiumla^ to the right of which our 
camp was placed, in a very extensive plain. 
To^vards the close of the day I again visited, 
accompanie4 by several of my companions, 
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the il»mntams L^^e had passed in cnir ^vfty^ in 
order t(X>. enjoy more at our ease the view of 
the^settinfg sun and the beauty of the envii- 
rons. 'To the left, iii .a charming valley, was 
situated the town, surrounded with moun- 
tains that appeared to be of very considerable 
extent,^ Exactly before us appeared a vast 
plain, its horizon terminating in another 
chain of mountains, which bounded abso^ 
lutely the whole prospect to our right. 

On Wednesday I went with my compa- 
nions into the town, which is surrounded 
with^ dry ditches arid palissades. It was 
in this canton, during the course of the 
last war, that field-marshal Romanzow and 
general Kamensky surrounded tlie grand 
visir, and obliged hiih to sign the prelimi- 
naries of peace, which a short time after was 
concluded at Kutschuk-Kainardschi. The 
ditch, half choked up, has a draw-bridge 
across it; behind which, at a short distance, 
is situated the body of the town. We 
remarked, in the environs, the tomb of a 
pacha, very magnificent of its kind,^ The 
access to it is by a; large \ open chamber, 
in the middle of which is a pretty bason. 



Jlpm i^fhyiU v^vfi^ ^ qonsbj^r^li^ ^?Jifl^a^w 

;Ttjec towb i&. placed in, a. gfir.^J ^el*»pd 
lj[)i^ ^:|j^}Opii>er,. and, both ^fv?, lj;ept. ofiien -to. 

^ tjje pufciiicj. At len^h Vfe wacbe^ tfee t^win... 

.wjhicbi ia very ijc^;esiularl)t builjt^ aivd. tUe 
sjUe^U pf jjfl^ich ^\^ ^ip?^q^4l ajijtd moyotgi^-- 
Qus^ Itj qonjtains. very; few edifices that 
jjoierit attention;! with, the exfi^jptioij^, hpyvr, 

eye^^.of tljg. principal moiy^ue^wUicli is, very 

spacious, a^d built of s,toAe>^„ We, bad 13^6 

jtbft lifeprty qf ^eing mor^ of it, than through 

%Pi h^rft of. the^ windpws. It appear.^d. to .y^t<}. 

, Ije pojjrtructed ifl a finq a»d siiupl*^ taste, ^^. 

^^p Xvirk^ w^mifflL ro^jf be watchqd a^jdi 
^ongfledi >th^y bpwevey findiwiw^ of fs^- 
fywg the, curipfiity, ex^pited by tbq siigh^ of 
^^pgers. p^bg tbpu hoi^s, and ctf IppI^Hig, 

^ ^, tJiemj;.fi(agii(QUj»C8: through the bais cjf tl^ix 

^ |flitfJ??3i ^fl4 sppi^etimes thr.Q^gh the Qrevi<;«$, 
of tfee dqors.; This Sfexves^ as soi^e amju^- 
Uj^t arftid^* \^^ li^iesgjie?^ with which they 
^edexonired^; We were very, desirous tc| en-* 
tpi> into cQDy^af ipfli, \\q^ theui. ;. l^t th^ey 
alway^, retired, thje raproeuir t^y: pjerc^iA^^d; 

. the Jeast, sitejrqpt^ QUt pjax B^ft^.to agpraach, 



la^t sight <rf oiij! movem^tsj refid^d in* 

0bseryed,in tte t(Z«vra.9e vera! Jan-yards for 
Mctimiisco lttili«dc, {9ut it appeased tiii us tbac 
tJii3 article is much better pcepared^ at 
i^tttsehiiia than ^^ Schwmla; 
' On TJbwSday 5>5tib August (old^^ sHjde)^ we 
i«^«fKied Qur match at siin-cising, said pt<H. 
Qf^ded ki ,a. valleys along the liittle' nver^ 
i^afrntschjUt^ keeptng aki^a^s on the ngfac 
btoki. >¥^e.passed ne» sc^enralA^UageEg idsr*' 
"mg aiaci t^ tkm B^ht a^ high chaiib of tsionn^ 
t0in% interrupted hy/ Teiyr strep rocfes. -T^ 
vmnfe ]t0i»i<w6i iottnd cmEsdhnti^ in the «q-> 
"vironsh o£ doie idllBge called Skmadowa, wixar& 
we encatiipe4 ^nd rtrn^ some slsuj?^, Ub thei 
purpose o£ resting thef bulls and oK^ean which; 
drem Quar eqospagesi Tlufi gave us an; 
ofxportHBkxjp of ebsesving a£ oac ease tii;e^ 
eeHupssa 9£ th&^iani which, happened ait lfliis> 
tnr^, aiid wafl m comixterabk; that dxitlng 
seirei:^ hows tb& didk oif this: loiittnatFy re^ 
«ain/id: iasir tii>tait obsacurity . ^ 

y^ cptitt^d Seinttittwa mitp earfyrin thfe 



uomiogj and directed > our mat'th^ towsrdl^ - 
the Ailfe Balkan, M^hich we wefe tov pa*;- 
We had the most dreadful rozjA$ fmitwt^ 
miles, and, were six times obliged to' crods 
the stony river, of Bairan, on acooti^t of 
the numerous circuits it makes ' amoDg" 
valleys; full of flint-stones and rodks; The 
two sides of the road were bordei^ by 
steejr mountains, covered Mrith thick : woods 
andifaoire rooks; which made our passage 
oquslly.difiicuh and tiresome. > Although 
our carriages were, very easy and well hung, 
we .were, notwithstanding, terribly jokerf. 
^-rt7ihb jroad, in which the^ state^eoax^h of 
prisfce . Repn in * was . broken . to pieces » at ythsi ; 
epoch of , his embassy, had, however, beeii - 
enlarged and levelled in several places;* ^ It ^ 
had also been very carefully repaired; in the 
course of .the Jast war, for the passage of 
the grand visir, ' who had mor^ than once^ 
travseUed through it with a numerous body 
of troops, and considerable trains of heavy > 
artillery. After having -pushed our way 
through a pretty iarge extent of road in- 
this difficult defile . of the hills Balkan, we 
at length nached a . large, . fbrtile^a2}d W€lk 
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cultiimted v!ifieyi where wc^iscovfered the t^' 
lage Tscjbalikawak, which we, went thiough^r 
and > encamped beyond it. :>-. ^ 

Tiie roacte we met with, after leivii% thiir 
place, were, so very bad, that the portion of 
the;epibassy belonging to the kitchen was 
for- the first, time obliged to renounce the 
custom of getting the start of us in the night^' 
in order to haw our food in readiness. They 
found it impossible to set out before four 
o'cloqk in the morning, which caused w - 
a delay of several hours. The route we fol- 
lowed on this day was infinitely worse and 
more choked with stones, than that we had 
gone through the day before. We, were so: . 
hedged in between the rocks, that it was.often 
with the greatest difficulty that our carriages 
were dragged along. We were stopped by 
thege and other obstacles at every moment, • 
and- being necessarily obliged to proceed 
very slowly, were almost consumed by the 
heat/ of the sun, against which it was im- 
possible to find the least shelter. We crossed 
several torrents, and the bridge over the 
Kamptschik, called the Furious. This* 
river (forms the line of demarcation between 
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Bi^aria ah4 Roixifelia. We wem neftt ee^ 
gf^d m woods, where omt rQraui\was eqpuaii^ 
bounded by high rocks/ forraing yayimjB^ 
pttotuiesque ptm^ of \ieVk% and vfhkAi more 
than once recalled to mj nitiod the oheerM 
Isndscstpes I bad met with in the Crin^a 
and m Swhsserknd* They had no drfcct: 
but a want of cultivation aod animabv of 
which not the Least trace was to^ be seen, 
After having haraessed to our carria^ some 
addittonal oxen^ we at length reached tbe^ 
summit of » high mouiDdain, from w^ieh w^ 
discovered many others, at a great distance, . 
and alsor a. number of vsdieys watered' by m 
iisfimty of smallsprings^ wfaich^wed amen^ 
them in im^e^lar. ccxurses. Descendia^ froite 
this mountaisiy we eD;teted a large deisgiitfirl 
vali&y^, which im some measure compensatDd 
the dissatisfection and! fatigue we had expe^ 
rimced from continually viewing the iiocks 
and mountains we had j;ust travelled over,, 
andiattbe same) time gave us fresh, courage ta 
j^ifsue our journey towards decamp, whkb 
was; scmae dbtaocce; &om tiae .village of Do*< 
brat,, whetts we- arrived at sun-seL 

The idjury done to> our carriiages, and thei 
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Kpaim inii^pefesttbly aecessaty » for '»thmi, 

obliged m to remain 'm this place a Ipiiger 

time than wc wished. On the third 49kf^m 

the o^^MLKvfeich drew our Equipages had had 

%ime fo rest themsel?es, we had decided to 

pusfh our way as far as Adrianople, withoM 

stopping; but the number of our sick in^ 

ic^easing more ind more, we wf^re oWiged 

from time to time to halt. We had, hoW- 

'ever, during these three days* journey, avefy 

tolerable road, across a cultivated country, 

4»«t in general very narrow. The mouiilaiins 

which bound it on each side diminished, 

however, by degrees, and became insen- 

isWy lost in the distance to the right. From 

this moment the road became smoother, and 

we met wHh no farther difficulty than her6 

and there a few small hilk, from which we 

perceived several little villages, the houses of 

which are. roofed with tiles. We saw also 

diiferent portions of land well cultivated. 

The nature of this rich and black-coloured 

soil made us often regret the general want 

of cultivation in a canton where the cuki* 

vator would be so richly recompensed for 
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^is labour* Almost every whfert efee we 
0bse;rved nothing but turf scorched by t^e 
heat df the sun. 

I On Tuesday we encamped at a short di- 
^taince .from the town of Karmabad^ situated 
at the foot of a mountain. I took a waik 
in it towards the evening, and remarked that 
it was built in the same taste as the other 
places of 'Bulgaria and Romeiia. Each side 
of the street is bordered by a long wall be^ 
fore the houses, the windows and doors of 

w "S. 

which overlook the court, and not the street, 
as in the other cantons I had gone througlv. 
Fprty Jewish families, who profess to have 
originated in Spain, but whose costume very 
much resembles that of the Turks, - toge- 
ther with some Turkish, Greek, and Bulga- 
rian families, divide the town between them ; 
which privilege has been granted to the 
Jews in consideration of a heavy tax, which 
they pay to the Porte for the right of exer-^ 
cisipg their religious worship. The Greek; 
Turkish, and Bulgarian languages are in 
almost general use in Romelia* 
. We had scarcely entered thb province. 
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i^ear the iMrijdgfe oyer tfeci .K^amtsdhifcrbtiteadf 
^Qtioaqd^ when we met a t[aarter''a>Qasitfr 
general, or bacha, accompanied by the cadi 
of A<l?iaBop^j[ei^ who, by the grami^ seig6ior?s 
prder% c^me out to paeet and pay their comr 
|>li|nents to our ambassador. On the follow- 
ing day we encamped near the; village . of 
Chaftan, and directly after before that of Po- 
pa$l^ an inconsiderable place, through which 
passes the little river Popas, which we crossed 
by a bridge. As our kitchen-servants arrived 
very late in this place, we were obliged to diiic 
by candle-light ; but we were recompensed 
for this by the excellent wine and delicio^ 
fruits which had been sent from Ad^riang^ie 
for the use of the embassy. We halted in this 
place^ and were present at the celabvatloti 
of public worship, which took place on tht^ 
anniversary of the peace, which wais con* 
eluded on the same day twenty years befcwre? 
As the ambassador had himself complained 
of a slight aittack of fever, and in the num- 
ber of six hundred and fifty persons who 
composed our suite, without counting the* 
laundresses, &c, there were sixty-four sick» 



fte tookxteitoiid day to r«9t dum^$j aj^ 
fUil not i|ast the camp ^ Suadtiy nMrmngiL^^ 
. « We prp^eieded at £i$t through a i^Vk%^Vi^ 
^ihitiUedy at the eKtremity of vthkh 4be^K>M 
became a Iktie mountaiiiou^. The IksT pkee 
we met with w^ the vill&ge of Klein^ 
Derfaenty wh^re we {)assed over a beautlM 
luidge that croe^ed a river>' which ju«t at that 
tinie had very little water in it. Aftet haying 
jproceeded, during the space of some hout^ 
in a very rough and fatiguing road, between 
the mountains of Derbent, we reached Grosh 
Derbent^ where otir camp was fixed at the 
distance of a short league. 

Oft Wednesday the -rrth of September^ 
€<HltiBuing our Journey, we found better an4 
more commodious roads ; which is com^ 
monly (fee case in the environs of large towns. 
However, the country through which w» 
pa^ed, in genetal, appeared mountainous 
and beyond imagination badly cultivdted. 
Not a single drop of rain had fallen in thit 
country fbt four entire months; in conse^ 
quence of which the ground had sei^i:ate4 
in dilSerent places; and this was also thA 



ffeMoatfetWfelR^nd the skslllf!#^*^i?eif-' 
wHeffe 'dty. Oii this diy we' pAyged bV^ 
itlathet handsome stoiie bridge^ xifldfer wISich 
we perdeived, instdad of water, nothing hik 
a bed of sattd ehtifely dry. After going 
thfou]^h iseV^etal places laid out itl vin^ird^. 
We entered upon a veiy beautiful plain> 
where We tnet, near a spring abundant!;^ 
stippKed with water, a bostahgi-pacha, wi'tli 
his bostangis, and several officers Of" the ja* 
nisfcrries, who were come to Adfiano^ile to 
miSet- the ambassador, and to compliiifi6rit 
hith on his safe afrivaL We had no soone^ 
reached a Kttle mountain to our left, than Wd 
di^coteted a vast plain, bounded by other 
mourtUains perceivable in the distance, anrf 
^tered by the Tunscha. We iIoW sobH 
descried the city of Adrianopld, and th^ 
steeples of its numerous mosques* This dis- 
covery became still more interesting to us, 
when> in addition to if, we beheld several 
hund^d Tufks well moutited, decorated 
with magnificent turbans, and habited iA 
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their costume of grand ceremony, which 
' was. of the greatiest beauty* This^ retinue 

j» ... 



inhabitants of all descriptipns, ^^p\-^\pf.y,Jif 

CKfe°^;T)lf *^^ • ^T«P<l'^rei the: ^ gjJ^S^cJfi; , jstill 

?n9/ifee}y and aniniatfi4.. ; .y, o-ui.^'.n 

The first edifice . whosq heaiity ^tfaqte^ 

6ur attention was the seraglio, whipk.ij^ sit\iT 

SLted outside the town, ,and which had.jbeei) 

ihe residence of tlie sultana befpre Xheir ^staT 

blishment at Copstantinople. . Thi^ ^?uilding 

stfll exhibits some remains of its anciqnt 

beauty ^nd inagnificence- It is . sjtuatjf d |j, 

a short distance ffrpnii a. large ;^^oodsJl Wi^P 

*ide of whi^h runs the Tynscha. .^ P^n jth^ 

opposite side are different canals ,witb .^eh 

veraj bridgejs ^.cross them, so that J^q^^jj^j 

9n which the seraglic) standsf is jjntirely. su^^^ 

r6unded| with water. The facility .with, .^ybicfe: 

we enjoyed from this height the beauty Q^th^^ 

situation, 9:nd the course, of three river?^, tliq, 

Marutza, the Tunscha» and the Arda, which 

join each other outside the town, tog^ether 

Mfitii the position of the village KaragQfzaj|, 

inha1)ited by Franconians, to whqrii it jba^ 

been allotted for a residence, cau^^.dus^r 

e^ual degree of pleasure and interest, . aiiid it^^ 
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WaV%i«fe' glj^al& reluetaiice " tBat' V'e^^ qufl . 

D^G&iidki from the mountain,' eVeiyVnfe , 
repaired to his ranks; and the whole ^yas 
yisposed for taaking a potnpoiis entry 
into the* city. As the ambassador's healtR 
was not entirely established, he did not ride 
QXi horse-back as usual, but placed hiniself 
in his state-coach, surrounded by our cui- 
rassiers, or light-horse, and a great' riumbec 
of the persons of the retinue, iill hand-^ 
somely mounted. The Turks who came to 

♦ • 

meet us opened the march. We advanced 
thus Jby a slow pace towards the town, and 
i^bssed before the seraglio, which we left to 
the right. Each side of the streets, which 
^fe extreinely narrow, was bordered as far 
as our camp by a line of bostangis arid ja- 
riissJurieJs, and by thousands of spectators. We 
itescried, concealed behind the large iron 
b&rs, and in the embrasures of the windows, 
many pretty Circassians, Georgians, and 

' r 

Turks, who looked at us as we passed. 
Their timid. and apprehensive manner be- 
tiUyed to MS that it was only by stealth, as it 
were> ^that they dared to be witnesses of iKis 

K 2 
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$^^t»^\e^ We passed through a long range 
of shops^ continued along e?Lch side of A0 
s$pe^^t to the end of the town. After passing 
si^v^^ral Turkish burial-g«^unds, situated lo* 
t^e right and left, we at length entered 
our Q4mp^ in which the ambassador was re-^ 
c^iy.e^ with drunks beating and colours flying; 
1[1^ aipbassador, his graad iiaarshal^ the 
e^u^ires, and the first secretaries of the em- 
l^y, were presented , with a large quantity 
©^ fresh and[ preserved fruits in glqss vasesv 
Ifk thf . aftern,QOtt we formed, an acquaintanee 
Tf itl^ a French merchant named Terrass6ri> 
lyj^Q resided in.this city unxlejr the protection? 
qjf the English. He treated us with the ut-' 
i3pK)st politeness aod attention, and op the^ 
following day cpndupted us to see every 
thing worthy q£ Qur.curiosiiy. 
. He first led us to a very long stone bridge> 
called ^Michael's Rridge. It has existed front 
the thne of thf Greek emperors, and. is built 
q^ef the Tun$cha. After advancing alojig a 
handsome quay oxk the river side, we airived 
at the mosque of Bajaze]t the Fiist. It bears jh« 
i^meqf ImaretK that is to say Hospital, and i& 
rf|^wHa>l#% th»^eftuty atid wblimity oiltB^ 
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institii tSm. They d istrlbute in it twice a wefck 
itot}ie|)oorof the city a measure of rice, which 
is called pilast, by which means the indr- 
gent have the certainty of a supply sufficient 
to satisfy their wants for two days.. The 
hospital for the insane, which stands at a 
^hort distance from the Iriiareth, has also for 
its object a utility no less honourable and 
conformable to the mild principles of bene- 
volence. We saw four of these unfortunate 
i^eihgs bound with thick leather thongs^ On 
this subject an observation occurs to me that 
I cannot help metitionnig. 

As the clanking of chains tends to aug- 
ment the fury of the unhappy pfersons who 
arie sent into mad-houses, or other similar 
estabUshments, would it not be both easy to 
the keepers, and alleviating to the patierits, 
if similar leather thongs could be universally 
adopted for ihe purpose of restraint, ihsteatl 
of the chains usually employed as a means 
of force towards beings whose condition 
claims our strongest sympathy and com* 
passion? 

tn order tio cool the air pf this hospital, it 
-is supplied with a large bdson 6f vrater,*^om 
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which is: fiirownuf) a very {io^ctR*!^ witteii* 
s^fcfut':" but it appears to me that txjfiiil atCe» 
tioik b^B^ ^ot been paid to means^ f(i^ii heatii% 
it during winter. The position of ^tiils €9tri>- 
blishment near: the mosque, seems td^dHs- 
nounce the religious sentiment the Mahohie^ 
tans attach to the loss of reason. According 
to their opinion the maniac has renounced ail 
terrestrial objects, and attaches himself soldjr 
to dekstial ones. These unfortunate beings 
are therefore permitted to walk about in these 
mosques, provided they do^ no injury to any 
ones ^ If it happen that they injubeany 
person, the government then contrives^ means 
to prevent similar mischiefs^ by shtitti^g)u|> 
its -author in some part of the edifice wheiai 
attenfipts of this kind are cut of :hi« powCTi:. 
. Gn entering the court of the mosque, I m^ 
maiioed, in one of the corners of the? grand 
porch, a bust of porphyry, the head of which 
is mutilated, and which no doubt represented 
the emperor Adrian, founder of this city; 

Leaving this mosque, we directed out 
steps towards another edifice, callodi *be 
Jnosque of Seliip. We found in it much 
more curious objects than in thfe firsti^ai \mhl 



- t 



• i55 
m)th« stgrk^of its^at^^ 
^fee-' :Sfcp;iigerei are peritiit'ted 1ar«httpirriti^ 

4ismQnht ^if they pcoqeed tioN tJij? jjeoM^d;: 
itihicii fe<TOwh bighef, pived witk mf^rfcile, 
and saifi?t)unded by a <?ovefed gallery comr 
posfed)X)f A arches skilfully eonstructed, mA 
the domes of which are roofed with 4ead> 
The columns which support the are^dieft 
*fe £6rined of a single block of 3«^bfe 
or grftnite. • iThe base is decoteted witk * 
circle^ of bfpnze, ^nd the chapiter is arna«! 
inonted^ or rather disfigured, by ra heei^y 
f€stoan,:and pieces of sgulpture in tjm G&j^ 
thic^st^lc; Near to this qourt ^e^many 
JtogC' woody trees, which' afford the ; most 
agre^ble shade, and exeite a sort of respect« 
ivA sentiment for this place, which one can- 
npt suppress on approaching k, There 
aire also in it a bason • anfi \ a water-ipoiit 
of considerable force for tl^ purpose^ of 
diffusing a greater degree of coolness; 
TJip front' pf tbisr edifice^ it§ ;eriiapaent€, 
entrances; ^nd' even, its window^,* ye*y. 
pearly approach the Qothic stylcj affoycling 

f^w- tjapes of tthe.':Qregianr;ni8?»n§r.,; No 
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ipuwirikQEian can enter into ;&is motquentiilli 
Idb ssuidals on ; he leaves them always at th0^ 
4Qoy, ajad puts on yellow slippef s. Th© 
permission they gave us to go in with our 
boots was intended as a striking proc^ of.thii^ 
sentiqc^nt of good-- will and deference ente?-« 
tained by the Turks towards the Russians. 

Tile interior distribution of the mosque i* 
ijeiy simple. All round it is a range of 
galleries placed simply against, the wall^^ 
That of: the gmnd signior is? owameata^ 
with trellis work^ ^nd is at a small distance 
fmtg^ the p»lpit. In the darkest 4iy« of 
w^ls^ the whole is .lighted by lamps, placed 
in lai^ge glafs, globea. |n the four coiUfei^; 
of the mosque are several minarets *, oa thj? 
external- p^iH^ of whjtch are difFereat .gal-^ 
l§vm^, which cQmmajBtd ^ qharmlag yiqw ^f 
the^ qi|y aqd its environ^, 

We next visited the m^tropolitwi Qhurcl^ 

{^ the Qreeks, It is one of th^ oJd?i&t edi^ 

; g9P$ ijtt, Adrianqpkir smd |he iosij^e k'mttc,^ 

; * The minaret is a kind of sWeple u? the form of a coIiimtTA 

4 

' cotttitaiing a staiivcase vdiich leads to a^ :galiery, Iwliich is 
t>jiHi almost at the top. It cpmnaii^s; aU/j^;Eot;sei^ ;$n4 i^ 
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hsaidmmtsi! than the e^tenor; antuSuisDet? 
The basar> that is to say/ the ^lace wheid 
all tjie shops are held, contains very Talu« 
tifaie wareb6uses, which merit the attention 
of traveUers. Nothing can equal the phlegma- 
tic gravity of the Turks, who sit wilfo their 
legis crossed in their counting-houses; and 
the concifseness with which they reply to the. 
questions asked them relating to the price of 
their merchandize is particularly remarkable. 
They scarcely ever demand too high a price 
for their ^oods ; in which respects they diffigit 
from the Russian traders, who are constantly 
occupied in alluring passengers to their sljopc;- 
and 4ikacting an exorbitant price for thmr 
articles. . 

• The BeglcT'^Bey *, or commakidant at 
Rom^ia, has his residence in die most: 
elevated part of the town : he is an excel* 
kilt man ; and, notwiths^nding the^ nnai^) 
tbmble strictness with which he. governs. aiidi 

justice, all the inhabitants >saecn. 






''^^Tbe Bc{gkr*i)ey«9 ejr b^s of the h^9, anNqxprffiioiiy 

loujverin^ to that of lord.^of lords^ are governor s-j^^eral ^^ 
^ersed in the ttates of the grand signior^ ai woU in Europe 
gsinAsia* . ^'^ .« 
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«Br^4tdl* satisfied t^th his adttriftirfpatS^ 

HteAoAee i$ skimted \n the^'fittt cojirt of 'tl*4 

seraglitt! the ajiaftrtientfe are in tlie Tujfciib 

itylte; and extremely well distributed: Whiat 

afforded - us tke greatest pleasure, wa* a pa^t 

lic*i •• ^pea on each side, from \Vhich -w* 

viewed^ a great part of the town. Al6rt^*hl* 

walls is a file of so{^as, furnishcfd' ' tvitH 

€ushibn$ jof the handsomest quality,^ atid 

fiJl6* 'with down. In tHi* ipartirt^ni "iii 

a> basdn filled with ctear limpid ''watefj 

frettri'^;^hich issiicii^ a water-spout ttt^¥efre*H 

tfeiftWf' ^vbkli fe cottlinualiy embalm^^d^ li^ 

tkieCpigrfibii^M^ #om the'f^^ht&^ati^ 

flowers of the adjacent gardens. It is dtfi 

fkult tt>' ' conceive n - m^re ddifciou^ ' s^ot. 

"I^he most melancholy being wouM herfe bfe? 

scarcely ^bte* *• toiireftaihi #|om high etodtwn* 

of pleasure on beholding the numerOuil' 

cbaarini.^a'^enetoiisly^dansl^d up6ii it 'by 

nafture and artv The seraglio i«j -cofrhposeiiif 

of avgrfeaitf nmfftber of buildings/ all roofiKli 

with leidy^ and inclosing numerous apart^> 

ifiem^ contawring ^bathi fdrthe wotilen, &c^ > 

The gtbfttest part of these are in good cond^ 

tipn, and jierfectly'nt for usa 
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^iioh . jKere the priiK)ipajb^:;«jMtMi9iti£^^ ^hjet^fw 
iMtd ^ an 1 opportunity . of observing 3^ . , 4^dM 
^9glei The weather did not permit t ijs tt» 
«ifiifr the ruins of Trajanopolk/. ^m ^ci^t 
town, situated at twelve leagues dis^Jnee.; 
iHit we bad the pleasure of again seq^ag 
the hajodsome paved causeway, which lea4s 
to Hungary and Transylvania. It fifst 
crosses different Turkish burying-groiiind^^ 
and proceeds by the back of a mounjtai%. 
from- whence ar^ perceived here and iftere 
ihe regiains of the country*houses inhabited 
by the sultana who resided in this tow% th/p 
jgreatestpart of theni having been de$ti<Qy^4' 
by fire. ,. ,. 

V Having . thus examined every objject , c^^ 
curiosity in Adn9.nople^ we fetumed.ip ourf 
^aia)p>i which we quitted on thp ii;>U<>wing:> 
•day* •• . .- ', *r. 

. We at first went through a patcd;i^ 
{planted with vineyards on each side.; bi^ Aw- : 
tJMSf on we entered upon an unqujtiyatad w^d , 
m^iintainous country entirely devoicl offill-- 
te5^iSt. Turf scorched by the. sun, or ar-3oil 
GolKered with .brambles, . were: Ahjp .^y, qk-^ 
jects that met our eye,onithe.fiwt day .ojf wr 
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pMimf4chm Atdrianople till \vt mitcfwi^the 
kitt^ :td«m of Chalfsa, beyond whieh mh 
ehcaei^pcd. This place^ with ks mo^cM^" 
like "dA 4he small towns of TurlDsy, fpmii 
II '|)€aftfpeetive of considerable beautgr* 
H^Oh the' next day we encountered a road df 
4he same nature as the day before, thea* is to 
*ry, very mountainous, and in a desertxpun* 
«ry ? ^hich was an additional reascm'for oilr 
f&Alkn^ particular satisfaction when we ; ar- 
th^d at the camp in the environs, of Bab®- 
ij^isiy ofl the ritef -Halsa. 
'M IBarly ^tbe i next day we reached Biifgos, 
i«4t6?ii^* ^^i'*eft(?mipGd^ Weo still -es^peri- 
enced the same kind of road, except that it 
48 pew^d ill difFerent places. Descending 
^Aie mountain in the neighboiarbood of thk 
4tttte^' tc^ii, w« jpferceivjed it distinctly, to- 
.gether with the steeples of several rnosques 
iifMdkme^ GHu^ht a glimpse of through the 
-ittees. We distinguished also the course of 
:^» tiVfei^ARitoay which flowb in a serpen^ 
'tin^*ctofs« fcl0$e to the.town^ and over wkich 
■k^ Vfeiy ha»HsDme stone b^idge.^ Thfe 
>«i»e0lfc:of JBfeirgos are pavaed; and it touteiiis 
«»?^kfdwiittdn£,-as ^u'dli » a gr^at liumtier 
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Bufadtory of pottery ; the princi|iai>: iti^lfi* 
^eati of which' fe a day of a reddish t^dbui^ 
tbe' produce (^f the environs. This^^iiul^ 
occupatidD &f; the means of subsi^teiiGe^^btf 
tiie gFetteist' pa:rt of the inhabkalits. They 
ekecule with a peculiar dex^ity the 6ti«^ 
rious heads on the pipes that aresotd^h^rfr*^ 
Ml the shop?, which line the streets on thSat 
right ^nd left, are filled with thert. I 6xp^ 
nieiiced considerable satisfaction in lAskhf^ 
this inanufectory, and observing- thd activity 
©f the workmen who were eaipliy^d iii i*,* 
And" 4evoted principally to this object the tW4 
iJays df rest we passed at Bi*%od* /..;;,> 

If our tetiniie had m^ been' so nuaieroM* 
rartd well armed, it is probahlfe that ddi j<w*^ 
oiey ffom Adrianople to this kst towd V0tll^ 
not have been perforoied without ftccid^ti^^ 
for the road by which we 'came, a| wi^iias 
further on, is continually i»fested with tob^f 
bers. They do not seem to be io the leutf 
hitimidatedi by the severe punishaaeijts^ iil'^ 
iicted on them by the Turkish goverpmetft 
l«^n they are convicted ^ of this klnd^ t>€ 
Jifimice. * in our wute we bad a» opporto* 
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ta^ ^f dbsetying mahy examples df tliii 
merit^y recehtly esercised against soltie of 
0)060 <Jet>^fedators, who had b^en empaled 
^Ve/ tvitli a stake as large as the armrutt 
tibj^ough the body and brotighj out at the 
KffKrfith- , It should seem that so horrible if 
s]^ctacle oMght to be sufficient to establish, 
stje^rity on ail the high road§. The putrek 
£f^ipn it)f the bodies thus exposed must cer- 
tainly be very dahgerous to the hfealtb o^f 
U^y^ll^ts, as well as to that of the jphabi- 
tgiHS't but these considerations have .vefy- 
l^i^lle ;\^f^ht with the Turkish police., Wq 
p^rpeived aliso, in several places, a great 
quantity ' of cartion, which, poisoning th^ 
%ir, produces contagious distempers ; a^tid^ 
these propagating easily during the heat^ of ' 
^B^mer>, contribute not a little to the der' 
50pul&tiOB of these cantons, 
.t.AftW' passing several days at Burgos, we 
mwed our camp, and directed our march fof 
t|ie :most part across desert plains bounded ' 
by, high mountains, which were perceivable 
3t- a great distance. Several fouiitains,^ a^ 
pretty considerable number of stone bridges^' 
\yithout raJaings, and which, on this account^ 



Ij^f^tedjpuf attention in, tUe cou*^ jpfjthi* 
WTst-p .^fte^ p^«ng a 4?I1^U^^ .QV?S^ 

<(i^. Uttl^^^v^ Mischjkp, wj? amy€)d,ia,.^* 

u^flnE^p.fl^r.thiBjviU^ge pfH.5pnjctuk.K#BiSr 
t^r^. , .Jsfot\VAthsl^n4ing tfee.. iusignifis^ftfif 
of ,tl|^p.,plpce, SjTQ hqwevefi i foMBiii ip^Jfe ,* 
cf^^mqn^ Ojf |3athmg-house> and ^i^ i^ fj(^y^ , 

vi^lJqR^ ^i? fed^ at the rate of twenty .p^r^/f. 
pef.,^i?jq:^. The water which is ,^\i?ed l^jf 

t|i€V; inhabitants of this.place ifi.,cojH¥ey/f4 
ft^iij thp ne^ghjbouring mountain? by :ij[|eatif ^ 
of l^eafj^, pipes/ w,hich termiqatp in ..wf^fti 
^ndjOthei; laifge resqrvoijcs, placed a|;Qf;rtaii); . 
distances in the country. There Js, ip l^^^f 
village i^n , old cJjiurch, half fallen to ^ ^HJR?? 
^hich serve.s for the religious woxshipj^^pf 
sqyeral Greek families wh9 repdq^ io t|ie 
vijl^ge : there are also still existing ^xfktf . 
v^^tig^ of ancient fortifications, / . 

^^yhe next day we reached, a very ,lp^ 
br^dggs pv^r tlje Ergina, a considerable river. 
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* Th^ j^ara is a Turkish coin WQftb Actut pnepenpjr, , . , , 
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m4 iflbsrwaipdifr another 6f less extent over tlitf 
little riveF W»rna^ on the banks of which we 
encamped. The cHfiicultiesf we hete met 
with were the more vexatious^ fVom subjecik 

i4fig us to the necessity of remaining in our 
eamp^ and omitting the custom We bad hi»^ 
ifaerto ibHowed, of taking the opportunity of 
Ae hak for visiting the environs of the plad^ 
A*iMS^ which we passed. We were i»- 
formed, that, at half a Iteague distant^ the 
plague occasioned the most dreadful ravagcfs 
m the'^ttle town of Tschork). Prudence 
ihetefore obliged us to submit to the fteCesh 
isity of not venturing beyond ojtir precincts? 
ind th6 next day, instead of going through 
Ihis'town, which was our dkfect road, we 
itofcde a circuit, leaving it to the left* We 
proceeded by a mountainous and sandy 
toumtry till we arrived at an eminence, from 

. Which we perceived at a distance Ae sea of 
Marmora, ,on which Constantinople is sitiN 
ated. This discovery diffused joy and hi- 
larity throughout the retinue. Every one 
eagerly anticipated* die termination oi S6r 
long and tiresome a journey. After having 
enjdyed this object for some moments, we 
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wbiph flows, in a large vaJl^yvi^drWe wel 
swifimp^. ; As«o«n as \j6e had4in94i fevefal 
pei^son? qf . thfe embassy wefit on* liprs^clt t^P' 
vi^U t|be ancient port of J^eraclea,. whiclji. wftf; 
not very % off. They ioformed rt^^p at tli^jf 
return, that this little town is situated at thf. 
foot of a high niountain, and that th^^y had 
seen also the r,uins o£ very consider^bl^^^i*' 
dent edifiqes, constructed by the Genoese ^ 
the time of their being masiteA-s of t^e plaqft. 
After a day '8 residence at §.inigli,«j!iire fioijb- 
tin^ued our route across very gloomy plaiaSU 
^Inxost every w^ere covered with s€orche4 
grass, and thickets of brambles, whiqh gi;eat}y 
inconvenienced us, so much that we qoujid nol 
proceed a step beyond our tents >vithoi}| being 
j^fttclied ,by them . N/)twi thgtandlog tbq Jiegr 
lected state of cultivation in this country^ it 4i4 
not, however, 9:ppe9r to us destitute of iijh??* 
jbitants. We observed pretty generally, oiji 
jthe road, groups of men and ^Yomen ; the frn^ 
placed on one side^ and the wQmen on th^ 
Other, without being united 9^ CQi?fou&4^ 
t^c^etker. Almost all the wpi^esi ^ere 



liressed iii a sort of black stuffy with detsp 
veils which covered the head and shpulders^ 
arid gave them very much the appear^ 
ance of nuns* To our left extended a^ long 
chain of iHoiintains^ continuing as far as som^ 
stone-bridges situated on different small 
rivers i 

I 

In a very short time we disfcovered the sea 
of , Marmora, which We again lost sight of 
a moment after, till our arrival at the' camp 
in the viciliity of the little town of Silivria, 
or SelivFcy. A^ We were then but at a smalj 
distance from it. We had the pleasure of en- 
joying the dclightfiil views it affords, and of 
exploring its environs during the two days of 
test wfe passed in this place. A little above, 
the spot w^here the sea begins> we observed a 
small oblong island, entirely composed of 
marble irocksi which have given its present 
name to this great ext^iit of water; Though 
this island cdtitiams but a very sniall poftioii 
of aral)le land, it incloses^ however, ninef 
villages^ The inhabitants maintain them** 
selves by the produce of their fishing* 
•Near it, at a short distance^ are situated th6 



^{n(i€i Islands; thfe mountains ancl rocky 
points of which .rising above the water are 
Very conspicuousi 

The little town of Silivria itself is situated 
on the back af some mountainsi which in 
^eheral rise from the banks of the sea. Be-* 
jfore it is a very fine bay> forming a small 
port> which at this time was filled with 
a great ilunibef of small drafti canoes, and 
even ships with spread sails, of a larger size ; 
all of which greatly added to the beauty of 
thesicfeneL 

The Turk's and dreeks who inhabit thii 
tovr'^n pitesented a most Varied and animated 
picture; Some of them were occupied iii 
throwing or mending theii" hets> others in 
repairing the cordage, or spreading the sails; 
all which produced in the port a motion and 
an activity which We witnessed with as much 
pleasure as interest. Behind this place we 
observed the Vestiges of an old fort, different 
fragments of walls and roiind toWers, which 
have escaped the ravages of time. By the 
side of the sea> we particularly marked the 
traces of several secret oudets, the history of 
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wb^k 0ithf r reatiy was^ orappearedto het, inc* 
^iiQwn to th^' inhabitants of the country. 

The interior of the town cojatains nothing 
^ut some indifferent barmcks of earthy and 
tn old Greek church, which preseiits notliiiig 
semarkable. The excellent and solid q^n^ 
struction of the buildings still e}dsting> and 
the advantageous situation of this plape, ver jf" 
evidently announce the prud*5tice and acti-* 
vily of the Genoese, who founded it in the 
temes.when they possessed a great number oi 
commercial places in these cantons, and ill 
theCriih6a, 

On the second day of our halt ill tliijr 
placcj was celebrated the anniversary of tb^ 
birth of the grand signior. We all repaii^«J 
I© the religious service, which took place OW 
this occasion in one of our large tents thai 
Obad beeh: purposely decorated for the oeue* 
mony. In the afternoon, after hatcing 
eoasted aiong the steep and mountainous 
bdrders of thef fort, we visited the rjesidenccf 
tf a hermit who had built a very prjctty 
cell, in a lonely: place, a sbott distance ftomi 
tiie^town. 



%km betttiiti^^ constructed ^ eatth^ & 
iit^^teii on fti) eLevation which commands 
lire sea. It is shaded by a gr^t number ^f 
feuiMrees. and surrounded by* garden, in 
svhich this anchcnrite cuhivat^s the vegetables 
peeessary for his subsistence. Ths high tnourv- 
teins near tfcis hermitage are planted withyiness 
flndi fig-trees to the very smiiinit. We ob* 
eerved also plantations of the cptton plan% 4 
Ifcind oi cultivation entirely pew to us, aad 
wfeiich we had not before seen in this couil- 
Iry. We for a long time followed a ttarrpw 
path alongjhe foot of the mountains. 

The .iStrikiBg and majestic appearance c^f 
4he sea, the view of all its islands, and the 
yespels which floated. on: the right and lefi^ 
ll|>p€a.ring in the distance, and the shore:^ of 
^ma half cpncealed by the clouds whicii 
hung oyer them^ all l;o;^ther rendered ovx 
|our eqfually jigreeable and interesting. 

Qf^ Wednesday >^ "Sl^:^ we quitted Siliv 
fia at seven o'clock in the morning. We 
i.4^rossed mpijii tains and plains alternately, for 
the most fart alon^ the sea-side. The roads 
we passed were still better than those we had 
met. with the day. before; whj^h made us 
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|>resume we were pretty n^ar to thecapItaL^ 
.Jhe country was better cultivated* and th^ 
^villages more numerous. The crowd of 
■people from the country, whom curiosity 
had assembled to look at us, was alsoi^iorft' 
.considerable,, and announced the extensive 
population of this canton* Towards ten 
o'* clock we went through Burgados^^ a small 
town situated near the sea. We saw nothing ^ 
in it worth notice but an old stone steeple, 
which ^vas fallen into ruins from age. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon we 
35cended to the summit of a mountain, froni 
whence we discovered the gmall town of 
Bujuk-^Tschemerscha, and the cgimp pre* 
pared for us in its neighbourhood. The 
sea forms in this place a sort of arm or 
gulph, which advances forward among the 
lands between the mountains whiqh border • 
the shore. It was on the declivity of these 
mountains that we took pur position, behind 
the town I have just spoken of, and opposite 
to which is situated '♦ another pretty consi-*- 
derable village. After having cQDssed this 
small arm of the sea, by a handsome stone 
bridge, we soon arfjyed at tlie place where we 



wjtift i^ encamp* If p^r eyes were salisfied 
vfitfi the be;auty of this situation, our stomachs, 
>;^ere very far from enjoying the same ad* 
vaQtage, Our kitchen was aheady gone 
befoire; and the persons of pur retii)ue, who 
arrived the first at the camp, had so com-=' 
pletely cleared. the tables, that there wa.Sr 
scarcely any thing left for those who came 
after, and we were glad tp qatcjh the fe\y 
{scraps that reipained. 

The foUpwing day I tpok advantage of 
the fineness of the weather, to set out ori 
fpot with ^ome of niy companions^ anid eji- 
joyed from the tpp of the mountain, which 
Is close to the sea, a most delightful pror 
gpect, 5tUl further embellished by the be&uty 
of th^ site of the environs. Though th^ 

roaids had been repaired, the wheel-ruts 
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^lled up^ and little bridges constructed 

across the marshes, for the passage of our 
ambassador^p yet we did not on this ac- 
jcount find the rpi^d better, pr jess fatiguing, 
than tho^e we had pasjsed before. We were, 
however, recompensed for the trouble \yp 
had in gaining the summit of the moun- 
tain, by the magnificent view of the seft 
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ini tie aSjibfent country. IT-aig liutfifefef 
of fioating ve^ssels prfesetiteH ilsxvith the mUst 
' cheerful and animated lmage> Shat lexhiKtM 
on thre land side appeared to 'us ho less 
agreeable and busy. In propbrtion as we 
approached the capital, cultivation appeared 
better attended to, arid the villages more 
numerous ; a succession of fruit and kitchfen 
gardens, with vihe's anriouncing the ntost 
abundant fertility, on all sides met our vie^W. 
As we advanced towards a Turkish ihii, situ- 
ated in the midst of a little wood, and shaded 
By large and handsome trees, we hkd *the 
pleasure of meetiri'g with colonel Chwa* 
stow, who to the prestent time 'had 'If^eti 
charg6 des affaires to our ambassadotv We 
ialso found here all the persons of our erii- 
bassy, who had taken a shorter road, afid hy 
this means ^ad arrived long before Ms, Aiter 
resting some moments in this place, we'again 
set out In a direction further from the sea. 
We passed 'alternately over' motihtain^ and 
valleys. It 'was on this road that we first meft 
with many camels ; \vhich are of the 'greatest 
""titilit^r in this canton, as \Vell as in the Crimea.. 
They are, hbWev^'r, much more tised in tht 
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^Uthcrh provinces of Asia than f ft the etW 
virons of Cottstantinop^le. These ariiittafe 
differ very ijluch from each other in Vegari 
to strength., Soine oi thein carry from 40Q 
fo 1000 poiitids weight. Tlwy have the 
ftiost precise and exact ffediihg of the Wdght 
fhe'y are- able to carrj^ ; afld when khy a¥* 
tempt is Hi ade io burdefl thftft beyorid rbeir 
glrerigth, they Jie down^ and neither 'U4iip 
lit^r the harshest treatment can previii Vfpm 
them to rise. Thfey Ivave in general a verf 
quick patee ; aiid tis they aife rematkablf 
teiftperate, arid feed on ttte plants di^tefi?^ 
thfey irie^t With 6h thd^'WSy/ ih^y &m &^ 
potted it fe viery trifling esepeftse. - 

Descending from a *i«GrtthWih t*h*cb'Wt 
had just ci'os^d. We agam toimd oueselvie^ 
a litfete iitafer to tfee sea^ wliich in thi^ plaeft 
fdrms a bay of pretty considehble extent 
We crossed it by a dyfee con^strudted o^^saiid 
and earth. This bay, ettvlrohed with charm*- 
irig woods, rocks, hills, and villages, pre- 
sftnled us with an enclmnting point ©f mew. 
After going through the small town 6f Ruts*- 
chuk-Schetmetsche, surrounded with liigh 
cypress tcees^ we at a Iktle dktaDce* mi^t 
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5sajhh a 4eot composed of verdure, undef^ 
^vhic]i our gijibassador reqeiyed the first 
!^i:agomati * of the port, brother of the hp§t 
podar of Wg,lachia, and several other person? 
of jdistinction frpm Oonst^ntinopie, who were. 
come out to meet hiiR. We had scarcely gone^ 
beyond another mountain, plaptei^ with yinesjjr 
before this gr^nd papit^l of furljey ajipeare4 
to owr yiew. It w;as^ however, as well as the. 
poasts of A^^ .which lie opposite, at too great 
a distance to be^perfpctly distmgui§hed ; not-* 
withstanding, which, pur joy oi^ tjie 0cca7 
gipn was neitlier lejis lively nor le^s generaK 
Xla^ugh tl» ^e^ap, \yas already far advanced, 
the heat was pon^antly $q ardent that; thtie 
ground was intefsectp4 with crevice? in many 
places. Thip, howeyer, did not prevent me? 
and my friends from continuing our march 
on foot, as far as the camp prepared by our 
iattendants in the environs of the little tqwn of 
Stt.Stephans. At a very short distance fron> 






* The dragomans arc intcrproters, employed equally by 
public envoys and by xperchants. This class of men, a* wj^ 
$cc, merits the most serious attention; since on their probity , 
and ihtclligence frequently depends the success .of the affairs'i 
ef^whiCh they are in some measure the first negotiators. 



fhence the Ottoman Porte had placed anothef 
camp for the accommodation of tlie embassy: 
but it proved of Httle utility to us, as the whole 
retinue seemed to feel a natural preference 
for our own, notwithstanding the superior 
magnificence of the one offered us, and par* 
ticularly of the tent provided for the ambas-^ 
isador, on which were lavished the most va-« 
luable decorations; that, without exafggera^ 
•tion, might be estimated at 30,000 piastres *• 
The tents of this camp differed from ours 
not only in their beauty and magnificence^ 
but in the circular form of their upper part^ 
those of our camp being pointed at the top. 
The next day the milrshal of the embassy^ 
baron de Corf, with other officers belonging 
to it, was sent to Constantinople, to an* 
iipunce our arrival to the grand visir, who 
presented them with superb embroidered 
handkerchiefs and many other valuable ar* 
tides. The next evening they returned to 
the camp highly satisfied with the distin^ 

* * A piece of money of about the value of four shillings an^ 
four pence. This coin is fabricated in Spain and in the West 
Indies, and is verjr currei^t in the LevanU 
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gutshed reception they had met wifht To^ 
wards noon some Turkish messengers brought 
us preserves, fruits, and other refreshment* 
ef the same nature, on wooden dishes oC 
a circular form. This had before happened 
(o us during Our joiarney. To tliese pre$e|ite 
they had added a quantity of melons and 
arbouses *. This last fruit, which is here 
very common, as well as in all the provinces 
of Turkey, is of a very agreeable and re- 
freshing quality. They grow in great abimv 
dance, and almost without any care. We 
found a great quantity of them also in Mol- 
davia. The fields and all the high roads arjp 
coyered with them, without any endeavours 
being used for their cultivation. The nielon«i 
^ey gave us were surrounded witlj a thick 
green rind, and the internal parts of thenji 
were of a reddish colour, and abundantly 
filled with dclicioi;s juice. 

In the afternoon we were visited by the 
first dragoman of the Porte, and the grand 
master of the ceiemonies. These are the 
first officers t>f the court, which, in gene^aU 

* See the second note In the beginning of <this work. 
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•^ lias a greater number of persons attached to 
it than any other of Europe, The most tri- 
vial charge affords a place for an officer, 
^'here exists here an establishment in which 
tib.ese officers are educated, and from which 
Ihey a«*e takea when they are wanted for the 
service of the grand signior. This establish- 
]^ent is particularly consecrated to the 
children of the Christians who are taken 
prisoners in war, or violently torn froni 
their families in tirae of peace. The sultans 
fiAd it favourable to their interest to attaclji 
persons of this description to their service ; 
who> ignorant of their country, their, pa-^ 
tents, and their native religion, havd no will 
but his/ and are entirely devoted to his per- 

Towards thq evening, we walked to the 
town of HU Stephans, which is very agreeably 
Htusrted at half a league distant froiii, our 
paoup^ asid by.&e sea-side. It is an nicon* 
siderable pl2K:;e^ with narrow streets, and its 
houses for the most.J>art very high. During 
the bvo days we were encamped in this 
tifiighbourjbood, we received many visit* 
ftom Cot]$ta^tinople« The most diMin^ 
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Ifliishcd pcfrsons were the emperor's vrce^ 
legate, and the Prussian and Neapolitan am^ 
bassadors;' 

Our gf^nd etitry intd this capital waS 
fixed for the seSvehth of October: As it had 
almost constantly rained on the preceding 
days, we Were apprehensive of unfavourable 
weather ; but to our great satisfibtion it Stid-^ 
dehly changed; and we had the most beau- 
tiful and agreeable djiy we Could possibly 
desire. Care had been taken to erect a Turk^ 
ish camp for us heair Constantinople; and 
toothing Was foi'gotten in its arrangement 
that cbiild announce the magnificence of 
those who had -ordered it; 

The tent^, all circiilar at the tdp; as 1 have 
already remarked^ were furnished with the 
handsomest sofaiS and ejtishidns; iri the Turkish 
faianner. The greatest part of the inhabi-^ 
tants^ attracted by curiosity to the? places were 
drefesedi some in their habits of cer emonyy 
others were undei: tents, and a great iiiiraber 
were either on horseback or on foot; 

Some hours after our arrival in the tSainp; 
thfe Chiaoux-pacha and other Turkish noble-^ 
ixien cam€ to pay their court to the ambas* 
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sa^br. towards noon we had a graiiia gaii 
in the Turkish manner. Before the sofas, oh 
which we were seated jierfectly at our easej 
\vas placed a round table covered with a 
iquantity of Turkish dishes, which might 
possibly bfe Very eJccellent, but which we dfd 
not find to our taste* At two o'clock we 
rose from table. Our ambassador received 
ias a present a great number of fine horses, 
all covered with rich trappings and other 
harnessings of equal value. When each pei** 
Son was mounted on the horse destined 
fpr him, we set out in the same number 
ks the Janissaries who accompanied us. 
At the head of the pfocession Were our mu- 
sicians, our infantry, and all our domestics in 
full livery. After them followed the arch* 
^^jsacon or grand almoner in a most magni- 
ficent state coach, and followed by a detach- 
ment of hussars. Next succeeded the chan** 
cellot mounted on a beautiful horse, and 
last thfe ambassador himself escorted by all 
the cavalry. This procession occupied 
nearly half a league of ground* It was 
Very curious to observe the singular variety 
itf the Russian and Turkish costu^nes: die 



i^ulaaty o| the tnarqli of our troops^ thf 
t^tcauty x)f tlaeir regimental?, the pastrtial yet 
harmgmious style of the music, formed ji 
strikiftg contrast to the confused arrange- 
ment of the Janizaries proceeding pell- 
inell, and whose dress presented the most 
singular yariety of colours; some wearing 
helmets or turbj^ps ornamented with plumes, 
others with shoes and stockings, or in panta- 
loons. After half an hour's march* during 
which we were shaded on each side by 
a wood of cypress filled with Greejk mo- 
^um^nls, we entered the suburbs of Fanal. 
Its streets are shorjt and narrow, the houses 
very high on each side. We perceived 
^t the windows the pale and meagre faces 
pf Jews and Greeks. Galata, the place 
where the princes of tliese last generally re- 
Sjide, offered us nothing agreeable or cheer- 
ful; nor was the double file of Janissaries 
^eavy armed, in the middle of which we 
|)roceeded, at all calculated to enliven the 
jpicture. From Galata we advanced to- 
wards the suburb of Fiub, where we passed 
near a mosque surrounded with high walls^ 
Khich give it the appearance of a fort. It 
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is in this place that each sultan girds himself 
tyith the sabre of Mahomet, when he ascends 
fne throne. 

After leaving this suburb, we entered a 
cool and fertile valley washed by a small ri- 
ver, the banks of which are planted , with 
cypress.. Here we halted, and found a great 
number of Turkish inns and many handsome 
houses. The day was declining when we 
ascended a high mountain, whose summit 
we attained with the greatest difficulty. As 
the night dpproached, we found a de* 
tachment of Russians with torches^ who 
lighted us on each side. It was near seven 
o'clock when we entered Pera, and went 
through several of its streets, which were, 
neither handsomer nor larger than those of 
the other suburb we had passed. 

We at length arrived at our ambassador's 
hotel. The care and magnificence with 
which it was furnished caused us infinite sur- 
prise and astonishment. In all the apart- 
ments there was a profusion of cushions and 
divans* placed along the walls, and furnish-- 



* See a former note. 
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ed wlth.'^thjG richest and scarcest materials^ 
Large crystal lustres of an elegant and mo-t 
dern form lighted the apartments. TQwards 
midnight a most splendid supper was served, 
which terminated the gala and also the fa^ 
tigues pf the day* 
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CHAP. V. 

Arrival q^t Constantinople^ and the first Au" 

dienee of the Ambassador. 

JLF it has ever happened to any of the per- 
sons who read to the end of my work, to 
wander dujring six months on the high 
roads before obtaining the object they had in 
view; if in the course of their journey they 
have been shut up in a Carriage drawn at 
JL slow pace by oxen^ exposed to the burn- 
ing rays of the sun, suffocated by the dust; 
torn by thorns and brambles, and horribly 
jolted by the roughness of the roads ; if durr 
ing the greatest part of the nights they haiie 
been upder tents incapable of defendin]^ 
them from jthe torrents of rain which pour- 
ed down upon ^ them ; if when exhausted 
with wearines sand fatigue they have expe- 
rienced the vexation of being awakened by . 
troublesome insects and reptiles ; or if they 
have passed abruptly through the extremes of 
|ieat and cold, and supported the intempefance 
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of the seasons ; if in , the course of their tra-* 
vels they have been inconvenienced with 
occurrences of this nature, they may per- 
haps form a just idea of the delight I expe- 
rienced when I got out of my bed for the 
first time after our arrival at Constantinople. 
I, was so enchanted with the reflexion that 
J was no linger under the necessity of occu- 
pying myself with preparations for travelr 
ling> that I thought of nothing but eating 
jhe excellent breakfast that waited for me; 
•.and this idea caused me additional joy, when, 
from the window of the apartment I shared 
with some of my companions, I beheld the 
jnost enchanting spectacle in the world. It 
is a generally acknowledged truth, that Con- 
^stantinople is more delightfully situated 
ihan any other town in Europe, and that in 
this point of view she may dispute the pre- 
-ference with even Genoa or Naples. She is 
placed at the extremity of the celebrated 
Bosphorus lof Thrace, which may be about 
half a league in length, It is by the 
Bosphorus that the Black Sea comm^inicates 
ivith the sea of Marmora. On each side 
, along its banks are a great number of gar-? 



(tens arid eoiintry-houses, iit the arrangement 
and construction of which is conspicu9.usr . 
the taste of all nations, without ^ Vien-^excepjt- 
iiig the Chinese. The city rises in an am*-, 
phitheatre, exhibiting an iniSnite number of 
mdsques.and towers. Its shores are in ger 
neral : planted with cypress and . other, treps^: 
presenting a most varied and animated scenei 
from the quantity ,of persons wlio . pgss. 
and* repass, ag differently habited as . the 
occupations are/ various which conduct 
them thither. Before the . town : extends 
the sea of Marmora,; whose immen&e and 
tranquil surface of water facilitates the view 
of numerous vessels of all sizes ^nd .firopi 
all countries; to say nothing of 2^ prodigious 
quantity of handsome barges, and islands full 
of rocks, or covered with lively verdure, lightr 
hquses, and many other edifice^. . The scejpe 
is also embellished by the coasts of A^ia, en- 
riched with hills and in ter&persed xyith coun- 
try-houses, delightful gardens, and clumps of 
trees, in addition to whigh appears in the 
ineighboujhood the, large town of, Scutari, 
presenting a -very gratify ing perspective,^ 
However gre^t the pleasure I might have 



ffxperienccri in: enjoying? t)ie gt^ifeur o|. 
Ais xwtagftificent picture; J ^vts , for . some : 
time abridged of this gratificfition/ The 
duties of my place detained me at the hdtei 
of the ambassador, to receive the visits of 
other ambassadors resident in Gonstantinopie^ 
and to do the office of an interpreter to the 
first dragoman of the Porte, who came to pay 
his c^ompliments to M. Kotusow on the part 
of the grand, visir. Among other, rich 
preterite. : be made him^ was a snuif^^bo^s 
and. a Turkish te^-tajble, each ornajnisnted 
with precious stones ; to say nothing of 
seVetal . pieced of cloth of gold and silver^ 
tii the greatest beauty. These visits eii^ 
gaged absoldtely the whole of my time for 
some days after oux arrival :, far the highest 
ccrcm«iy w^s constantly observed on each 
side; ,ahd theftwo jministers, both he who 
paid^ and he Who received a visit, considered 
itan indispensable duty to assume the great* 
ek degrefe possible bf paradie^ and pomp* In 
the evening of the Vrth of October, the aniii*-' ' 
versary of the birth of Mahomet, 1 enjoyed 
an exhibitioti of another, but not less pleasing 
kmd. An fllummatjon took place on all the. 
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domes of the mosques, attd the itefe^lte of 
the city. The great quantity o£ lamps re* . 
fleeted by the feosphofuS produced so great 
A refulgence, tha:t, notvtrithstanding the pro- 
found obscurity of the night, we discovered^ 
distinctly the slip of ground on which the 
seraglio i^ situated, as well as the straits atid 
the coasts of Asia. 

A few days after, I had ah opportunity of 
seeirig the grand sultan and all his court go 
to the mosque of Aehmet- I went with 
several of my companions, about six o'clock 
in the morning, to the quay, and got intd 
a barq^ie or galley-boat, which soon con-; 
dieted us to a spot very near to this mosque. 
As soon as we had landed, we- procecdeii 
through struts much larger and cleaner thad ^ 
those of the suburbs, towards the Atmeidafl 

or Hippodrome^, a place of tast extent, and. 

- - ■ . 

* The Hippodrome of CotisUndtiopIe ts % tai^i olttnis^ 
begun by the emperor Severus, and finished by Constantine* 
This place, which, as formerly,, is used ibr horse-racings is 
more thian four hundred paces long, and an hundred- jMride, • H' 
took the name of Hippodrome under tlie Greek enipfror^ 
ind the Turks in^ calling ii Atmeidan have done Jittle.jqiiQtf 
than translated its name into their language, for 0t vntig^ 
them signifies a horss» and mcida» a plact« 
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TQfa^^^hi^ for the ^Egyptian caiiti^rtiest jil 
cofii^lns* '^k& '^^xiksd^les wiero already xlmwn 
up in t^jy^a Hnes,: through whiqh the procesaoii 
Avas to |>afs. We * witnessed th is spectacle . at 
our ^^?e^:from the house of the capigi-bacha*', 
who, had accompanied us in the course of 
oiir journey. As he Avas obliged to join th« 
suite of the sultan, he left us, after giving 
his[Steward orders to offer us sherbet^ coffee, 
sindfHipes., ., 

.A, great number of the guards of the 
ser^lix?, called dwan^tschauschi^ opened tlie 
march ; theii followed several officers of; the 
cp^%,so^ on horseback and others on foot, 
qjpd q^ch4ioldijig in his hand the insignia. ?pf 
Iji^digiiity.:- ; We partic\|larly distinguished 
the AgbfRedschi-baQha, or. gmnd master :df 
t|,e}d^ lojc^g rabepf black leatha-,^ 

^hich.w^ decorated Nvkh 4 great jnuraber of 
little puttons of silver. He had a large sabre 
^^gi^-t^ his side, with different articles of 
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^.* %T!le capitis' hold fhe office of keeping tHe exterior 
ttoop of the grand-signior*s palace. They m ust not be con- . 
femfded'"^ with the" capigis-bacHas> a kind of chamberlain^ ' 
fefefeec 'office it is to execute** the orders he receives fto» 
ftV^ifttan:' ■•-'-. /* < — 
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kitchctt tstetidls. iA& hjfedr^gss vjris extrfemely 
heatf ,^ two jattissarie&, wlio accompanied .bimi 
from time to time supported it. ' At a littW 
distance' from him appeared the grand visir; 
mounted on a magnificent horse : his white 
turban and lolig grey beard, together with 
his advancM age, gave him an appearance 
equally sokmn and respectable. Behind 
these followed the battagii^, who* form the 
second guard of the seraglio, and who arc 
easily distinguished by their green caps^ id 
the form of a sugar-loaf Next followed the 
black eunuchs, having at their head the 
kislar-aga, their chief. This is ohe of tht 
most important officers of the state, oii ac* 
cotmt-of the facility he derives irorh his 
office for constantly seeing and conversing 
with the grand-^ignior. This -officer is also 
the inspector of the mosques, a place of the 
highest importance. Behind the black eu- 
nuchs appeared the kekabdar-aga, holding 
in his hand a little footstool of gold, to assist 
the sultan in getting on horseback. He was 
followed by the schennegi-aga, who carried 
twt> small folding chairs of the same metal/ 
for his highness occasionally to sit on. Hiere 
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^wfe besides a quantity of domestics belong* 
ing to the court, > the enumer atioh pf whom 
^^ould be too tedious, : At length appeared 
the grand-sign ior, surrounded by his body- 
guards, the beitschis, carrying helmets orna* 
mented with large, plumes of feathers, form* 
ing a kind of grove, in the midst of which 
was placed this despot* Behind hiiti, on 
horseback,, ^app^ared the seiiktar^aga, his 
5Wpi<d-bea(rer. ApotlierTurk o£ distinguished 
rank, and forming part of the retinue, threw 
money- among the pi&ople. The procession 
clt>sed with a detachment of white eunuchs, 
and with a great number of Turks on horse*^ 
back, attached to the courts 

After seeing the sultan pass in his greatest 
tnagnificence> we paid a visit to a Turk of 
our acquaintance called Ismael Pacha. He 
received us with the sincerest friendship, 
and allowed us to enjoy at our ease, from 
the windows of his house, the charming 
view of the sea and that of the fort of Seven 
Towers*. Some days after, the return of 



. I 



/ 

• * The name of a fortress of a circular form, tt«ed as a 

► •....V *. ' 

slate-prison, like the Tower of iondon, and foipierly th^ . 
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the TTurjkish -fleet,' which arrhrodr from' thfi ' 
Archipelago ^unexpectedly/ afforded »me f^xn*: 
of the finest ^ spectacles I had ever ^beheld >r 
I; was soadvantageoiasly situated at the wi&^ 
dow for seeing this fleet, that not one of k« 
^v^utions escaped my notice. The view of 
so.maffiy men of .wax in the open sea, at the 
head of which was the eapitan-pacha * in a 
three^inasted yeteel, the noise of the cannon^ 
which flied in volleys as the fleet passed 
l^efore the seraglio, the motion and tumult 
of: the multitude assembled on the sht^res^ : 
thfe number of barques flykig. before these* 
Vessekj altogetJier t formed a picture which 
I enjoyed with a, sort of intoxicating en* ' 
ehantment. ^ ^ . ^ ► 

. I did not Content myself with admiring 

B^^ile in Fcance. In this place the. TarkisK government 
coijkfines the ambassadors and agents of the powers with, 
i^hom it is at war. 

' * jjigh^minfli He holds the third place in the einp!re> 
•ndjias the san>ie power at sea. as the grand^visir on land. 
It was Soliman ihe Second who instituted this charge in favour 
tof the celebrated Barbarossa> and attached to it att absolute 
tathocity ovei all the navy oificers, over whom the capitMi<» 
pwDhiaiias the right of Jife^nd xieath> from the moment he has 
jpaised ^h^ straits of the Dardanelles, 
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frdjn my window the beauty of the spec-^ 
facie which on all sides met my eye. I 
carefully explored the charming country I 
had already descried at a distance. With 
3ome of my companions I set put towards Xh^ 
coast of Asia. Three caiques * very hand-^ 
somely decorated, which waited for us on 
the shore, conducted us in Jess than a quar- 
ter of an hour to Scutari. We passed very 
near an island full of, rocks, in which is a 
white tower called Leander's Tower. Th^ey 
Jceep large fires in it during the night, 
for lighting the ships which sail near it. We 
had no sooner attained the shore than, ac- 
companied by the janissaries who had ,heea 
appointed our escort, we mounted horses, to 
the number of twenty, which had been jor- 
dered for vis. After passing through a large 
town, which might contain about an hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, we reached the 
foot of Mount Olympus, now called by the 
Turks Burgurli, It was not without great 

. • * ThesfB caiques are long narrow boats, extremely Iightv 
carrying two or three oars, and seldom so niany as ' fbur* 
Xhey very easily upset ; and it requires equal skill and attttfi- 
tion on the part of the rowers to prevent this accident. 
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difficulty that we reached the top of thi$ 
mountain; but we were recompensed for 
0UV trouble and fatigue by the delightful, 
and extensive view we there enjoyed. Scutari 
at our feet, Constantinople before us, an in- 
finite number of vessels floating on the sea, 
a quantity of charming islands contributing 
to the embellishment of the landscape, each 
bank of the sea adorned with country houses, 
belonging to^ the sultan, to foreign ambas^ 
sadors, and to various Turkish noblemen ; to 
?ay riothing of the villages, the gardens, and 
woods of cypress, which abound in this place; 
such is the feeble sketch of the charming 
picture which now presented itself to our 
view. On our return from this excursion we 
took another road, in which. we discovered 
jnany points of view not less interestirfgi 

All these different spectacles were followed 
by a grand audience giy^n to the embassy 
by the grand-visir on the V Novtml^r, and on 
the tV November by the grand-signior, in 
each of which thp most rigid punctilios 
were observed. The Turks are so strongly 
attached to every thing that relates tp 
(he ancient customs established among 
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.them, that they did not omit the mo^ 
trivial circumstance. Some days before we 
made thd? ostentatious visit to the grand-visif, 
-tnerseiit him jtbe usual presents. They con-^ 
jKisted of different yases of gold and silver, of 
valuable furs, and watches richly ornamented 
with-diamonds. All the^e presents had been 
exposed to the view of the public in the hotel 
pf the ambassador, some days before they 
.were sent. Qn the day of audience we 
itssenjibled at his residence by eight o'clock 
in die morning, in full dress. We had not 
t)ecn tliere long, "when the capigi-pacha", 
who, as I have already said, had accompa^ 
nicd us in pur journey, made his appearance^ 
He was followed by one of the principal 
officers of the guard of the seraglio; who, u^ 
well as himself. Was decorated with a whit€j 
turban, *aiid ^came to announce to the am- 
bassador that the grand- visir was ready td 
give him audience. i 

We received these two deputies after tiie 
Turkish manner, oflfering them coiFee and 
refreshments. Towards eleven o'clock, we 
placed purselves in lines according to our 
yank, and proceeded on foot to Pera and 
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Galata, in our way to the quay, where sever^ 
handsome sloops waited for us ; that for the 
smbassador being fitted up with blue silk. 

As soon as we entered Stambpul*, pro-^ 
perly so called, we assembled at a place 
near to the quay, and, mounting the horses 
that had been prepared for us, advanced 
towards tlie palace of the grand-visir, where 
'we were received witji loud acdamationsr 
on the part of the Turks. The number 
of persons in the front courts and in the 
apartments was so considerable, that we had 
the greatest difficulty to force our, way 
through them. Our ambassador had no 
sooner put his foot on the threshold of the 
door of the aVidience-chamber, than the 
grand-visir entered by an oppc^ite door; 
and, after reciprocally saluting eacji other in 
profound silence, they adyanced together to 
their respective places. After this the am* 
hassador presented his credentials to the visir, 

♦ This city, built in 326, on the spot where stood the an- 
cient Byzantium, by Coi^stanttne, from whom tlie word Con- * 
stantinople was derived, is called Stamboui by the Tucks. 
This name is a corruption of the Greek eig fijy nfoXwliogo 
towards the town. The Turks have employed this expres- 
sion for the naoie of the town itsel£ 
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who received them standing; and put tliem 
on the seat next him ; then one of the secre- 
taries to the embassy delivered to his mech-^ 
tupschi/or secretary, the. diploma«'of his 
excellency count I wan Andreitsch Osterman. 
The mechtupschi gave it to the reis-eiFendi *, 
ii*ho placed it on a cushion behind the visir. 
This presentation of ' credentials over, the 
visir and the ambassador again seated them* 
selves at the same moment, the visir on a 
spfa, and the embassador in an elbow-chair 
directly opposite to him. The confidential 
secretary M, Chwastow seated himself on a 
stool a little behind the ambassador ; the 
kiaja-bey, or deputy of the grand-visir, was 
to the right of M. Kotusow^ and the reis- 
effendi on his left, at some distance from the 
visir. 

After the compliments and congratula- 
tions customary among the Turks, the am- 
bassador declared the motive of his embassy ; , 
and in a discourse equally eloquent and 
polite, explained with dignity the plea* 

* An officer of justice belonging to the court of the grand* 
signior. He is chancellor and first secretary of the Ottoman 
empire, andj besides, minlsteir fq^rforelgir affairs. . < 
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suife Wimperiarwiajestjr expefieilced in ta^ 
suring the visir through hirtv of het fidelity in 
accomplishing her part o^the treaty of peace 
that had justheen concluded ; adding> that she 
solicited of him to obtain of the grand sultan, 
his master, the^ earliest audience possible for 
the ambassq^dor, who waa commissioned to 
represent her in the court of his highness. 
The dragoman of the Porte, brother to tht 
hospodar of Moldavia^ translated thii di^ 
course to the visir^ Mdio, by the same. inter* 
preter, replied to aur ambassador, that th« 
grand sultan, his master, had commanded him 
to aasui^ei our gracious sovereign of his perfeoC 
frienddiip, and of the sincere desire he feh 
to nfiaintain the happy intelligence re<^esjt4l^ 
blitsfhed between thenu Immediately after 
thisi commenced the ceremwies ^jwtpmajry 
upon tbeee occasion?* Dried fruits, she^het, 
ftAd rose-water, were pre«ented^ a» weJH as 
the calumet, which the ambaa^dor offered 
to the oflSoers qf his suitt, after first vsing 
it hirRseif* They then di^rii?uted the pre- 
9&iU, which CQjnsLsted of the most beauti«* 
i\^ pelisses. The ambassador put oja hi? 
withn^ijft quitting his chaijr; then, Wthn^ijgif 
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vtp ahcl sdudtig each other in the cus* 
tomalry maimer, the visir took leave of the 
ambassador, who returned to his hotel with 
hi? brilliant and numerous retinue in the 
same order which bad been observed in 
going- 

Th© audience of the grand-signior, which 
took place some days after, was accompanied 
with the same ceremonies, excepting that we 
began our march towards the seraglio at an 
earlfer hour. At four o'clock iji the morn- 
ing we assembled at the ambassador's, and at 
day-break advanced with equal order and 
magnificence^ oii the horses which had been 
equipped for the purpose, towards StambouL 
Arrived at the first gate of the seraglio, we 
found it guarded by a large number of troops 
and janissaries, dressed in their habits of 
CCTemony, and placed in two ranks^ in the 
middle of which we advanced. After waiting 
some moments, — ^which on such occasions 
is customary with the Turks, wh6 think that 
by these means they give a high idea of their 
^andeur and dignity, — ^we went through two 
gates> and were introduced into a large 
courts planted with cypress-trees,. at the ex^ 
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trethitfaf which we perceived thepalaceol^thi 
gfaind^signior. Hiving entered a hall richiy 
decorated, situated in the front part of the 
buildiDg^ composing this edifice, we found in 
it the grand-visir, with the capitan-pacha, 
seated on a form covered with green clothe 
and employed in the distribution of justice. 
AU foreign ambassadors are obliged to wait a 
considerable time in this hall^ whilst these 
two officers dispatch different affairs, receive 
the complaints of the subjects, and settle 
their disputes. Their motive in this is, to 
give strangers a favorable idea of the Turk- 
feh government, and of the strictness with 
which justice is administered. We remarked; 
that they were assisted by two Turks dressed 
in rich habits, and who had numerous at- 
fendants; and that all complaints and peti^ 
tions were first put into the hands of /these 
two Turks, who afterwards delivered them tp 
the grand- visir and to the capitan-pacha. 
The sitting had lasted some time, when, at 
length, the , grand- visir dispatched the reis- 
effisndi to the grand-signior with same words? 
he wrote to his highness, demanding l\i$ 
j|i>ermtssion to introduce the ambassador* 
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tlie T^ii5-efFeT><!i retiffning soifflfe momenCi 
after to the hall with a favorafele answer to 
the request that had been made, tabks were 
immediately furnished; and, after treating 
the embassy in the Turkish manner, pelisse* 
and cafetans* were presented to the most 
distinguished persons of the embassy. The 
<ambaissador partook of the refreshments tite^ 
a^tht with the grand-visir, and put on \m 
JFur pelisse a little later than the other persons. 
When he had reached half way towards the 
sultan's apartments^ he was presented with a 
Btool decorate^ with gold cloth, on which he 
Remained seated till the moment when the 
visir led him to the apartment of the grand- 
eignior. At the door of the audience-dham- 
,i)er, in which was the sultan^ ifrere ranged m 
lines the principal bostangis,. holding the 
presents of her imperial majesty* As %ooi\ 
as the. ambassador had entered this room, the 
eapigi-pacha took him by the arm, whils* 



S •-Tbe'cafetanis a robe of distmction in use afiioiig tiie 
Tujrk^ and ^ the article generally used by tl^ graiyitsigtitor 
AS a present to the persons he wishes to distinguish; particii-' 
iarly £o ambassadors and othei" persons who are presented 

to him. 
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tlie pelisses and caietans were dktf iJ^utifig to 
the other officers of his sutitQ* Aftey tbr^ 
times saluting the graiid^-signior, Who W^s 
seated oa .hi& throne, he xippro^iched and 
addressed him with a discoa?se exactly Qf 
the same nature as that he had already pro- 
nounced to his fifst minister, 

Having given to the capitanrpacha th^ 
empress's letter^ he presented it to the visir, 
who delivered it to the sultan, v^ho placed 
it by his side^ at the same time^ $^uting t\^ 
ambassador by an inclination of the he94* 
When he had finished speaking, h^ pfO- 
pounced some v^ords aloud to the graiijd-visif , 
in reply to the harangue of the, ambassadoF. 
The dragoman of the court having iotei- 
p^eted it tO'M. de Kotusow, the la1;t^r agaifi 
bowed to the sultan, and retired in the ^amis 
order and parade with which he had entfered. 

When all these visits were ovei| I b? gan 
\Q think of some recompense foir the weari- 
ness and inconvenience they had c^ui^ 
me; and,^ accordinglyi recommenced ro»y 
u$ual excursions, exploring the mo$t rf-- 
markable object? in the charming environs 
of Constantinople. Each day presented us 
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•#pffl[l heW^^ubjects of curiosity. On our 
itetutn from a little excursion I'madte on 
the siea^ with several of my dompanionsii 

^e visited the Atmeidan, or Hippddrome, I 

-hate ake^dy mentioned. We found our- 
selves unexpectedly in a large square; and, 
' having perceived a small flight of stepsi 
which CQnducted\to a spacious subterranean 
building, the discovery piqued our curio- 
sity. We descended some steps to discover 
whither, they conducted. What was our 
surprise to find ourselves in a vast arched 
chamber, in which was a great number of 
artisans employed in preparing silk ! Every 
arch was supported by several high stone 
pillars of good workmanship. The whole of 
this edifice exhibits a very fine and striking 
spectacle. It is said to have jj^n founded 
a6 far back as in the fourth century, aiid 
that it was built by Constantine to serve 
as barrackjs for his troops. One cannot 
» observe without admiration the excellent 
condition in which it appears, or conceive 
by what miracle it has escaped the ravages 

- of time for the space of fourteen hupi^f^t^ 



s. 
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The V^ttrl the anniversary <>f her impe- 
rial majesty, gave occasion to a magnificent 
gala in the hotel of the ambassador. AftQt 
the celebration of divine service, in which 
we assisted with great pomp in the Greefc 
church, a very splendid repast was given, ^t 
which were present all the foreign ambas- 
sadors and agents. It coi^tinued to the end 
of the day, when the company was increased 
by a very considerable number of persons 
of rank and distinction, who arrived from 
Pera. . 

The apartments were scarcely large 
enough to, contain this brilliant concour^. 
All the women were covered witli diamonds, 
^nd other jewels. This is a sart of display 
to which so much importatice is attached in 
this country, that a woman carries on her 
.person her whole fortune, and sometimes 
the value of even twice her fortune. The 
capigi-pacha, our pld friend, and otiier 
Turks of distinction, were present at this 

gala. ' ' ':\^ 

The enchanting co2/j9-rf*(CiY produced ^y 
this numerous and brilliant assemblage 
jni^de a very /lively inipression on thymus- 
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Mtlmtto^ ^ito are accustomed to Iteep.Uiw 
wojoen constantly in retirement. By dfi* 
grces ,tbey forgot Mahomet and his prohibi- 
tion, and partook of the delicious wincss 
which were handed about, drinking to the 
health of the prophet, and ending by taking 
a part in all the pleasures of the festiraL 
The walls of the apartiinent wef e Jhiting. wijtk 
jgarlands and crowns of flowec^; and the 
jhotel,.both in the inside, and on the oiitsidOp 
was itoost tastefully illuminated, l$x (he 
front were several high pyramids decorated, 
with an infinite number of lanips ; in the giid-* 
die of which appeared th^ ai^ms of the R^». 
. fiyba empire, and the initials of the cmpres^js 
fiamet The ball lasted tUl midnight^ a^ 
was Bucceeded by anotlier apiendid repasti 
which teripdinated the entertainjtrient, to UiB 
^rfection of which nothing, wib . wanting 
4>ut more favourable weather; Ibr'tfee rain 
which fell did great injury tp the ijlumi, 
Aations, and diminished |h« effect ©f this 
charming exhibition, The capitan-^paidfti^ 
«nd the papadgirpacha^y the favuHinke €gf; tlie 
^rai^-«tgnior, being informed ttf:4he ktlt. 
Jiant fwreparations rnacfe by/. the 
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for ihU gala, came incognito from Constan- 
tinople to partake of the numerous diver-» 
jsions that were to take place. , 

The ambassador was not the only person 
who gave a gala; all the great officers of thP 
Porte imbibed the contagion of i^his, gallantry, 
and in tfceir turn offered similar hom^g^ 
to this illuBtrious stranger ; apd their enter-- 
taanmerits consisted also of the most magni- 
Acent preparations. The grand-visir gave 
4kib example; arid a few days after th^ 
capitan^pacha imitated, or rather surpassed^ 
^very thing of this jsort that had already 
taken place. . To give the reader a just idea 
w>f the visits, and all the circumstances that 
^tended these galas, I; 6ha|l insert here tj^p 
li^qription I find in my journal of the ^i^- 
itertainffiefri: given by the capitaurpadaa, an4 
Jhe r^eption we met with^ . 

Arbout seven o'clock in the fliorning the 
ismbassy ranged itself in mai;«:hing order., op 
tibe quay, and thien proceeded towards Stamr: 
boul. On the spk>t wherfe we /disembarked, 
we found a great number (rf horsey richly 
caparisoned, which served to eoaduct us 

iBlowly towards tke rcsidcsce of the capitan- 
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pacha. The streets ^Ve pass(^ through in/our 
-way were lined on each side by marineis 
and sailors dressed in short white cloaks. 
We were received in an apartment hung with 
*he richest silk^ and surrounded with sofas 
covered with satin, on one of which the 
oapitan-pacha was seated in the Turkish 
manner, that 16 to say, with his legs crossed 
Xinder him. He was distinguished from the 
persons who surrounded him by a long green 
robe, and hy a poignard decked with dia- 
monds, and supported by a belt of no less 
value. This officer is very much beloved, 
-and passes for a man of great worth. He 
has the advantage of having married one of 
the nieces of the grand-signior, a privilege 
which cost him very dear, since he is often 
obliged to^cknowledge itby*the payment of 
large sums of mcmey. Towards ten o^clook 
we sat down to dinner, which was extremely 
abundant; but we had neither knives, forks, nor 
spoons. This at first caused us a little embar- 
rassment; but,, seeing that it was not possible to 
obtain a better remedy, we had recourse to the 
means with which nature had furnislied usj, 
aj;\d used our fingers instead of thejn^ Wq 
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were also obligedto refrain from dTinking\»riDe, 
The Turks, notwithstanding the prohibition 
of Mahomet, are very fond of this liqttor ; 
but they never venture to infringe his in- 
junction in the presence of so many wit^ 
nesses; in the narrow circle of thei^ friends 
they are less scrupulous, and I had more than 
once an opportunity of remarking with 
what pleasure they sacrifice to the god of the 
vintage, and partake of his benefits. Instead 
of wine, we were served with sherbet, witl; 
-which necessity compel}e4 ws to be con* 
tented. 

No sooner ivas the repast finished, than 
different games cominenced. About thirty 
Turks appeared holding in their hands white 
sticks, about four feet in length, called rf/^-» 
rid% and mounted on superb horses, chiefly 
of the Arabian breed. Among these Turks 
were, some of a pretty advanced age; biit 
who, notwithstanding their long white beards, 

^ This dj€rid, about four feet loftg, is of a very slight kind 
of wood> such as the willow^ or date- tree, and is used toavoM 
^e accidents which might happen la this kind of tourn^* 
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did not display lew agility than ithe yautig 
jri'en with whom they entered the lists* , ; ^ 
. The art of this kind of tournament, which 
is called girette, or djeridf consists in thrqw- 
jjag the stick with sufficient address to* strike 
the adversary, and in avoiding thatwhiqh he 
darts in return* The tllters keep in a circle, 
full gallop, and pick up the sticks which 
have fallen on the ground. This game, 
\jrhich by its novelty and dexterity greatly 
jimused us, lasted about an hour. 

To this exercise succeeded combats, in 
which each performer was almost nakedj and 
h^ his body rubbed with oil^ like |he ancient 
Gx-eck and Roman gladiators, for the pui> 
pose of giving more flexibility tp his mem* 
bers^ aiiid enabling him to elude his adversary 
with the grea^ter facility. This contest la^^ted 
till one of the pombatants had g^ned a vic- 
tory over his rival* The dexterity with which 
each man used his strength rendered the de- 
cision a long time doubtful, till at length one 
of them by a stratagem, or rather by a 3uddea 
twist; contrived to vanquish his competitor. I 
remarked amongst them two young AraUians^ 
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whose robust and muscular conformation jgc^ 
ncralljr enabled them to be Tictorious, 

These spirited Pttomans did not confine 
themselves tnferely to gymnastic exercises 
in their endeavours to give us an idea of 
their dfexterity and 'martial courage. These 
champions were succeeded by a band of 
comedians, or rather by a farce equally ridi- 
culous and pitiful. A poor Jew, very mise- 
rably dressed, appeared on the scene, and 
was the princ4pal actor, who excited the 
applauses and risibility of the spectators. This 
is a proof what little progress the Turks havfe 
made, even among their superior classes, in 
matters of taste and information. 

About half an hour after the conclusion of 
these entertainments appeared some Turkisli 
dancers, to give us in their turn a specii^& 
of their sktll. They entered the apartment in 
which the ambassador and the capitan-pachm 
were seated. They began their performance 
with a kind of ballet called the tmghif or the 
janna,\h^ uniform and ill-measured move- 
Bixents of which did not certainly deserve the; 
applauses of European con^ols^^urs* Xhejg 



were accompanied by very melaiic^dlly^iiitti^- 
sic played by dervises. TKese divet^iorrs^ 
were terminated by rope-dancing, which 
was executed with coxlsideratblc grace and' 
dexterity. As night approached we prepared^ 
for retiring, M. Kotusow, on the part of. the 
Capitan-pacha> then received presents, consist-^ 
iilg of a superb ring studded with diamond^^ 
a beautiful Arabian hdrse estimated at six 
thousand piastres, and a large quantity of 
richly embroidered Turkish haridkerchieft^ 
A short time after we resumed the usual 
order and proceeded towards our hoteL 

The next day^ V ^^^r! another gala was 
given by the kiay *, or deputy to the grand- 
visir. It was not, however, so brilliant as 
that which had been given by the capitan- 
pacha; but oiir reception and amusements 
wterc pretty much the same. Dinner was 
served in a garden paved with small stones 
of divers colours, in which was an open par* 
yilion supported by columns, and surrounded 



\* This officer is also called kainmcan. He is only in of- ^ 
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Ace in the ^bsence of the grand^vlsir, on which occasion heT 
goveriM Constantinople^ ^ ' '^ 



^Ith-^ rahge of 8o£as furnished wUb ciiegwC* 
and beautiful cushions. A great number of 
fountains dispersed in this garden contributed 
also to its embellishment- 
Some days after these enteitaihrnents the 
ambassador received some magnificent pre* 
sents from the sultana Valid6, mother of the 
present emperor. They were brought to 

* 

, him by the first dragoman of the Porte, who 
accompanied them with the compliments 
and assurances of friendship usual on sueli 
occasions. 

In the visit that we paid to the aga of 
the janissaries, every thing was conducted 
in the same manner as has already been re- 
lated. The house of this officer enjoys thp, 
privilege of being ornamented with a steeple, 
that commands a view of the whole coast of 
Asia, which forms a most ravishing prospect. 

• We met with very few objects capable of 
interesting our curiosity in the visits we 
aftenvards made to the deftqrdar or grand-, 
treasurer, and to the reis-efFendi. The in- 
terior of their houses exhibits luxury arid 
ixiagnificence in the same proportion as^ 
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dbe«cte]!mi pstft of them k tettrnksiU^' M 
{Pintle® aroi simplicity # 6old^ ridi^^bth^ 
peoiis^ add precious $tt>nks, abound Iti them 
with a profusion difEcult td describe/ We 
remarked in the house of the latter a small 
Tuikish Jibrary, apparently composed of 
manuscripts; for it is well known that there 
afe few printed books among the Turks* 
Knowledge would be considered as a dan^ 
gerous acquisition by so despotic a govern** 
nient^ which becomes offended with rea-« 
sonings and investigation, and under which 
the ahication of youth is confined to in- 
spiring the mind with fear, and exacting the 
most ahgect servility, 1 ^ 

JiX the galas and festivals give|i by the 
glQiat ofiicers of the Porte terminated towards 
* the beginning of December, and made room 
for tdK)«e which were given by several foreign 
agibassadOTs. . These last treated us in the 
French, manner, which we infinitely prcr- 
lerred to that of the Turks. Notwithstanding . 
aH tfa^^ occasions of dissipation, the ambas^ 
tador did not employ less activity in regard to 
Gveij^ otfdCt itelating to bis mis^oiu Before 
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tlie 4)ad df 4»^tix iha epck:ii o^ioiir Aep$Ui 
tuid WW already fixed. Tiia'se^p«dti^« ap4 
pQitttitient of the tiro tuinis^rt; > Russian audi 
Turkish, had >bectt reserved fW &» aoth of 
April 1794; ttnd the ei^virons 6^ tlKiltasaf^ 
n frontier town, was the spot ChofteH for ^m^ 
place of i*endezvous. The idea of our ap- 
proaching departui'e Caused me the more 
pleasure, as our journey back Was to conduct 
tis through fhe cantons of Moldavia, in the 
neighbourhood of the Danube { by which 
means I was in hopes to satisfy in some 
measure tlie extreme desire I entertained to 
explore , in different directions a Coiuitry 
which had so much interested me^ I should 
have been highly gratified to have been able 
to accompkny several persons of the emba&yi^ 
who, td avoid the deserts of Turkey^ were to 
take the road through th«L Crimea. Nothing 
Would have been more agreeable to me than 
to admire the antiquities and fine produc*^* 
tions of nature which are there so abundant ; 
but I had the mortification of not being able 
to gratify this inclination « 
However, as our residence at Gonsttati^ 



■ 
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nople was^rotrkcted to the inid<Hie af March 
1794, I todc; advantage of thi« eircuni^taijcfr 
tb. make a further examinationi of the curior 
skies it coiitaiiBS. cThe OQnf>ise details I intend 
Xo give of them will b^itii^ subject of the 
Collowing chapter, . 
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CHAP. VI. 



Curiosities in Constantinople and its Etiuirotii* 

Our Departure from this City, 

I ■ , 

r> ' • _ 

1 HE winter was become so severe by the 
beginning of December, that I was obliged 
to have recourse to a chaffing*clish to heat 
my chamber, instead of a stove, a thing 
rarely to be met with in the houses at Con- 
stantinoplCk This rigour of the season made 
me for a moment apprehensive that I should 
not be able to execute my project ; but to- 
wards the n^iddle of this month the weather 
became so fine, that I determined to take 
advantage of so fortuiiate a circumstance, 
and to employ the few days I was to remaia 
in this capital in a pursuit the most agi^eeable 
to my feelings. 

. I set out in a fine niorning about nine 
o* clock, accompanied by four persons be- 
longing to, the embassy. As we proposed 
making our first visit to Scutari, we em- 

o2 



barked in a caique, and went on shore in the 
island which contains Leander*s Tower, di- 
rectly off the coast of Asia, Two bostangis^ 
charged with the care of this tower, con- 
ducted us to the highest part of it. The 
riew of the sea, of the seraglio, of the city 
itself, and of the Dardanelles, forms a most 
singular and. ravishing spectacle; but it is a 
pleasure which has already cost dear to a 
number df mussulmans. This tower is less 
celebrated for its antiquity and elevation than 
for the object to which it is destinedr It is 
here that tlie grand-signior holds in con- 
finement the ki»lar-agas who have had . the 
misfortune to incur his displeasure. Their 
fete in this exilo is soon decided^ They 
oftener receive the intelligence of being 
condemned to death than that of being par- 
doned. Very near this tower, which is of 
an immeasurable hdght, as well as the 
greatest part of the Turkish edifices^ is 
another of mucli sntaller size,^ called the 
light-house, and which, in fact, serves to 
contain the fires that are constantly kept 
during the flight, for the purpose of lighting 
the ships which float in these parts. The 
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highest pait of .the inclosure is constructed 
with squares of glass, so that the fire which 
is every evening made in it, on a column of 
stone, is visible on all sides, and serves to 
indicate the situation of the port to the ships 
which arrive from the Black Sea. 

We were scarcely re-imbarked in our 
caiques, in order to continue our researches^ 
before we perceived on the surface of the wa- 
ter a prodigious quantity of dolphins, whose 
number and incessant motion announced an 
approaching chasnge of weathe^. In fact, 
we had no sooner arrived at Scutari, than 
a very heavy rain fell, and continued for 
8ome hours. The narrow streets and nig^ 
ga,rdly appearance of the houses in this 
town were very little alluring ; and we soon 
reached its extremity, where we found a beau- 
tiful cypress wood, which serves for a bury- 
ing ground to the Turks. We remarked 
several tombs of rather distinguished appear- 
ance, the inscriptions of which aiforded 
. iiie the following information : when thtj 
Turks made themselves masters of the Greek 
empirey*. they did not content themselves 
- with merely destroymg every monument of 
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flie arte, and of architecture, but they iehtd 

And carried off a large part of the wrecks^ 
and transported them to Asia, where they 
used them for ornamenting their tcmcibs. 
This is the origin of the great number of 
fine mausoleums which are seen at Scutari; 
decorated with marble columns, which are 
the labour of the Greeks. 

In general, the Turks regard Asia as their ' 
original country, and prefer it to ail their pos^ 
sessions in Europe. This is also the reason 
why the greatest part of them, after theirdeatli, 
are transported to Scutari. On their death-bed. 
they consider it as a privilege, and a motiviO 
of consolation, ta carry out of the worW 
with them the certainty that they shall be 
buried: in the country of their ancestors. At. 
some distance from this wood we remarkied / 
the ruins of an ancient palace, almost half 
a league in circumference, and which, he-^ 
fore the taking of Constantinople sometimes 
served for the residence of the Ottoman em-* 
perors. Nothing more of the ancient magni* 
iicence of this edifice is remaining than some 
columns, stattres^ and foundations of walls. : 
At half a league from thence were^hfjd 



I 
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the Cape of Chalcedon, and a village of thb 
same name situated near the sea* We here 
rested ourselves during a short time, in hopes 
that the. rain would cease; but,, seeing that 
it rather increased, we resolved on returning 
in the same track by which we came. ' 

After a few days, however, we had again 
fine weather. . The verdure, which on all 
sides embellished the fields and neighbour* 
ing meadows, though we wei:e now only 
in the middle of December, encouraging, 
the desire I felt to make new excursions, 
I embarked with some of my companions, 
and. pursued a direction along the Bosphorus^ 
to enjoy the delightful view presented by thci 
coasts of these straits, on which are situated 
anumber of handsome country-houses. In 
particular, we remarked a palace destined for 
a country residence for Selim, and which Vas 
now building. Further on we; perceived the- 
country-house that the capitanrpapha owns, 
in right of bis wife, nieqe to the grand-signior, 
as I have already remarked. These straits 
are broader and narrower in different places; 
the water whicli is compressed in one of 
these narrow passages is called the Devir^ 
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emtent^ and trnis with such rapidity, th*l 
at a certain distance from thence we were 
tddiged to takfe in our sail, and have* our 
ita^sd drawn with cords. In another passage 
>f»f the straits, you see on one^de tiieBumeli 
Hissar^ (Fort, or Castle, of Europe j) and 
im the other, the Anddi Hmar, (Strong 
Casda of Aisia Minor.) Both the one and 
the other ai^ defended by a great number 
of old towers, and batteries of suiEcient 
strength to hinder the most powerful Heet 
from entering the Bosphorus. 

On leaving this place the prospect becomes 
stUl finer and more extensive, and is increased 
by the country-houses of the foreign am-*' 
bassadors, huilt at a small distance Irom the 
shore, the grandeur and beauty of which 
exhibit th^ most varied and agreeable pic* 
tttreV That of the Russian amba^sadoir is 
one of the handsomest and most consider 
rabkr Leaving the istraits, we perceived 
at a 4istance two qther castles which pro^ 
tect the entrance of the Posphorus^ and at. 
the extremity of the horizon \V€ discovered 
ijie waters of the Black Sea. Several large 
shipain.fuU sail before the wind added stiU 
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tfaOre to the- beauty of this magnificent $pe& 
tacle. i 

' Towards noon we landed, and, having 
taken a guide, advanced on foot toiwards 
Belgrade, where the foreign ambassadoirs 
formerly resided during the summer. After 
walking half an hour, we met with a large 
aqueduct, composed of pretty high walll, 
;and supported by several arcades. . ^It was 
constructed about sixty yeaiB ago by a 
grahd-visir, who was beheaded for incur-^ 
ring too much expense in building this 
edifice. As night was advancing, and we 
we?c still far from Belgrade, we were 
obliged to renounce the project we bad 
formed of visitin^g this town. We therefore 
returned to our abode by tlie way we camCj 
enchwted with our litde excursion, and with 
the tranquillity we bad not for a moment 
ceased' to enjoy. 

Jn the course of my rambles, I have had 
frequent occasions of experiencing the polite* 
pess of the Turks, which jMioves to me:<^at 
this nation is ^xtremply well disposed and in- 
dined to oblige, and that the climate alone 
is the c^use pf the idleness and indifieience 
with which they jure reproached, The 
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Turk, whm oflfended, or provoked to jear 
lousy, becomes terrible, And nothing but the 
Wood of his adversary can calm the passion 
which transports him. During my excur- 
siohs in the environs, of Constantinople, I was 
frecjuently a u^itness of the obliging and hos- 
pitable propensities of this people. The first 
Ttirfc I applied to when I wanted directions 
in regard to the road I was to take, always 
offered himself as a guide, and with the same 
readiness presented to, me a p?irt of his food 
or refreshments. 

i When we had examined the greatest part of 
the curiosities in the neighbourhood of Con- 
stdtitinople, our next object was to discover 
those which remained to be seen in the town 
itself. With this ,view we profited of an ex- 
cellent occasion that presented it§elf for grati- 
fying our wishes. The grand-signior having 
granted to the Russian embassy a written 
permission to examine minutely whatever 
might be interesting in this capital, the most 
curious; amateurs of our suite assembled at 
the ambassador's, and on the morning of the 
i4th of December we advanced toward? what 
is properly called Constantinople, escorted 
by the Turks, who had received fin'Qrd6r t© 
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»^^n»patiy us^ and by a, great q^oibor of 
foreigners, who were eager to take adyaiirr 
tage of so singular and fortunate an opoari 
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The church of Si. Sophi^i, or ratlner ^th^ 
mos<5[ue of that name, situated at the. en-, 
trance of the seragUo, was the .first ol^ect: 
which attracted our curiosity; Arrive(i ar 
the doors of it, we were each of us presented 
with a pair of yellow sUppers, which • we 
were jto put on before entering the interior 
of the temple, which is of a prodigious size; 
The quantity of steeples belonging to it gives 
it an air of magnificence, which excites 
<equal respect jind admiration. This edifice 
was built in the sixth century^ under the exjstr 
peror Justinian, by the two architects An- 
tennicus md I^idorus. It is built entirely .of 
marble, and. decorated with an infinite num- • 
ber of large columns skilfully laboured.; is 
two hundred and seventy feet long, and two 
hundred and forty wide. It is pretcpd^jd, r 
that it has a subterranean communiQation - 
with the sea, which allows pf :small;Vesfteb - 
advancing as far as the mosquje^ . Tliije af^hesi. 
as well as the walls, are covered withim^gftic . 
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jproductions of perfect workiflatiship, and 
with paintings which represent the twelve 
apostles. The first are failing to decay, and 
the pieces which detach themselves are care- 
fully collected by the Turks, and sold to fo- 
reigners. 

We next directed our course towards the 
mosque of Achmet, On the road we per- 
ceived the column of Theodosius the Great, 
now become black with age, and already 
half in ruins. There still exists on some of 
the remaining portions an account of the 
victories of this emperor. The pyramid, 
sixty feet in height, which, as well as the 
mosque, is situated in the Atmeidan, was 
broyght from Egypt by order of Theodosius. 
This monument did not escape our atten- 
tion. The mosque, having been built more 
recently, is in a more modern taste than the 
temple of St. Sophia ; but it wants the re- 
spectable impression from the hand of time 
\ with which the first of these monuments is 
'distinguished, and which is not its least con- 
iidferable ornament. 

The mosque of Soliman, which jve next 
visited, is at a considerable distance from that 
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of Achmet ; and is infinitely handsomer, anc! 
in a much more agreeable situation, Thi^ 
mosque commands the whole port, and a part 
of the coast of Asia. 

• We ^entered it at a time when an irtian 
was preaching in a loud and articulate voice. 
He was surrounded by a certain numbet of 
auditors on their knees, and with their faces 
turned towards the east. We were quite 
astonished on finding, by our interpreter, 
that the preacher had all at once dismissed 
the subject of his discourse, and was now 
treating of the strangers who ha^ just entered. 
He had beien kind enough to exclude \ii 
without mercy from eternal happiness, in 
the picture he drew of us to his auditors, and 
which appeared to captivate all their atten- 
tion, this idea, which was not very flatter- 
ing or consoling to us, was fortunately soon 
succeeded b^ other objects, which, by de- 
grees, destroyed the impression of such an 
apostrophe. Our conductor having led u* 
into a very handsome chapel, by the side of 
the mosque, informed us that the grand sul- 
tans were interred there* In fact, we saw a 
great number of mausoleums^ decorated with 
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iurb JnSji arid cdvcrcd with ^riiothei' of p^rL' 
Wte Ayere on this occisiori told, that the inians 
^r priests often express themselves,'' even in 
the presence of the grandrsignior, with greit 
boldness and freedom on the ' corruption of 
the manners of the court, and the abuses that 
were insinuating themselves into the govern- 
ment; and that the freedom of speech they 
use, and which occurs rarely in a state sor 
subjected to despotism, has more than once 
produced the happiest effects on the mind ofi 
Ae sultan and of the great officers qf staie. * 
The Turkish mosques contain many intend 
esting and curious objeete for the^ldvers of 
antiquities ; aimong others, many vases from 
ancient Egypt, from Athens, and from what 
is properly emailed Greece. We saw in the 
mosque of Soliman foiu* columns, tvhich we- 
Were told hadbeen brought from Troy. Sa-^ 
tiated, ats it.\v<^re, with the numberless curio-r 
sities we had jxnet with on this day, w0,retired 
to our abodes* • and consecrated , its remaining 
jiprtion ^ to reflecting on the ; vicissitudes of 
forfeun6>'^nd on the ^past grandeur of the na-- 

tions wh<)ni these different: monuments hftd- 

' t ■ ■ ■ . 

Mcalled to our remembrancct . , . .,f» 
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' Some time, after we foirm^d the projisfcC 
of making an excumon on the watqr io the 
environs of Constantinople, and of profiting 
of the same opportunity for seeing, at^ea$ti 
the exteripr of the seraglio, and the cattle 
of the Seven Towers. On Friday the aVth 
af February, - the weather being very fine# 
i determined to put my plan into execution^ 
About eight o'fclock in the morning I joined ' 
several friends; and, ^.fter going through »» 
part of Pera arid Galata^ we proceeded to 
the quay, where we embarked. As the sea 
was very calm, we were sx)on at a distatwcc 
frdm the town,jand within^view of the high 
mountains^ wlMch border the CQasts of Asi^j 
which; at ' this titne were still partly coydfed 
with snow. A great number pf . edifioei^ ap^ . 
pearing on the two shores, and LeanderV 
Tower, built on a Jock in the middle of ^tliR 
sea,^ were the objects whiph first presented 
themselves to :our view. 
: The port: was filled with ships of all ^1-% 
mensions ; ' and the eagerness and activity 
which prevailed, together with the majestic, 
'vievv of Constantinople, and the? high walls, 
which surround it, irresistibly ?ittrac^ ;<^w 
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Mtice^ and fix^ out ohsewslioti, V/hm 
we were near the seraglio, we ordered the 
l^atmen^ who conducted our caique> to take, 
a direction nearer to the shore^ as we \Vanted 
to see the port more at our leisure^ as well as 
th^ country-houses of the imkan^ which are 
built in the Chinese taste; The seraglio id 
concealed by a thick wood, and a great 
number of batteries, which defend the ap- 
proach to it< Along the w;aUs, which are 
t«ry high, is a narrow path on the banks of 
the sea; but it is not permitted tg a single 
xijibrtal to enter it. Thesfe walk, with which 
the seraglio is environed, are supported by 
marble columns taken from tbe old Greek 
edifices* After losing sight^ of this palace, 
we discovered at the extremity of the town 
the castle of the Seven Towers, called in the 
Turkish language EdikuL 

We quitted our caique in this place to 
proceed on foot to the fort. In the narrow 
$treets of the town through which we passed 
Hre saw some remains of ancient Greek 
edifices, of which only the walls are now 
existing<r Our course having conducted u» 
near several weaving manufactories, we eijr 
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*fete4 ©ne ftf thctii to eitamtde the niannef 
in >0^kich the Turks fabiicate this celebrated 
•hrfF^ half^silfc, and kttO#n by the name of 
Mchari de Stambml ; the beauty of which w* 
^eatly admired'. 

A short tinue affer, we arrived at the foot of 
the easdc of the Seven Towers, This fort is 
built near the sea, and i^ defended' hf higli 
Walk and towers, which prevent the view of 
any thing diat passes within. We very 
much wished to penetrate as far as the first 
gate: but W'e did not dare to make an at*r 
. tenlpt of this sort, being acquainted with the 
rig<HX)us order? given on this subjecti and the 
Httie lepity shown by the Turks- toward* 
those who ventured to infringfe them. 
Having gained one of the gates of the town^f 
we thought it adviseable for our greater sie- 
curity to pass for Frerichmeti; which enabled 
us to examine with greater facility th<J out- 
side of this place. It is environed in thd 
spot where we wefe hy a ditch, and a triple 
wall> both of which are rerhains^ of the times 
of the Gtreeks, and which , immediately 

* 

brought to our recoliectiofi that the ancient 
I^yzantiUm vrzA a town oi great stfiength; 

p 
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but all the outworks which defended it v* 
fallen to decay, and the ditches replaced by 

i gardens and fruit-trees of every kind. We 
found along these ditches a wide paved 
road, which conducted us to a large open-; 
ing made in the wall. We were told that 
this was the breach by which Mahomet II. 
had made his second entrance into Byzan- 
tium, which occasioned the loss of so much 

^ blood. A large stone, on which are still ex- 
isting some Turkish characters, confirmed us 
in this belief. This wall continues a little 
further, and then terminates in the place* 
where the fresh water communicates with 

* the strait. As w^e had already visited the 
port in the morning, we returned on- foot, 
and about four o'clock regained the suburb 
ofPera. 

# The affairs of the embassy being in a great 
measure finished, we began to think se- 
riously of our departure.' However, the 
whole of thq month of February was passed 
in a succession of pleasures, before obtain- 
ing our audience of leave from the sul- 
tan. The ambassadors from foreign courts 
made every exertion to render the last week 
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of our ambassador's residence in Constanti- 
nople as agreeable as possible; and, from 
this moment, nothing was heard of but a 
succession of balls and masquerades, given 
by them on his account. Baron Herbert, 
the emperor's vice legate, set the example 
/ by giving a splendid ball, which was* fol- 
lowed by another, given jointly by the am- 
bassadors of Venice, Prussia, Naples, and 
others. Every day was distinguished by new 
amusements and galas. Some hundreds 
of striking masks, some of them in the 
Russian, Turkish, and Greek costume, and 
others in those of different nations, appeared 
at them, and formed an assemblage of 
company equally numerous and brilliant. 
Though these entertainments were given, 
only on account of the persons attached to 
'the foreign ambassadors, there appeared/ 
however, at the Venetian ambassador's gala, 
a number of Turks who were attracted by 
curiosity to take a near view of an exhibi- 
tion with the nature of which they were so 
perfectly unacquainted. They were at first 
a little surprised at the tone of hilarity and 
;good-humour which prevailed in these as- 
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semblies/ and especially at the mixture 6f 
men and. women; the latter of whona^ ' 
?tmong the Turks, hold their coteries apart 
from the men, and never attempt to join in 
their amusements. Insensibly their gravity 
diminished, and they took by degrees at 
very active part in the enjoyments of thc» 
other guests. 

The ball given by the Russian ambassa- 
dor was not one of the least brilliant. Hia 
hotel was throughout illuminated. 

The VMar?^'^^ M. Kotschulci^ in quality of 
successor to M, Kotusow, and plenipotentiary 
minister, was presented to the grand sultan* 
His reception took place wi^ all the ceremo- 
nies I have already described; and M. Ko-r 
tusaw, by this means, obtained his audience- 
of leave In eight dap. However, diffeisent^ 
kffaxrs detained him at Constantinople some' 
weeks longer. 

At length the Porte fixed, the day of our ' 
departure for the 15 th of March (old style) ; 
which was effected with rather the more- 
difficulty, the Porte being oblige'd to defray 
the expenses of the whole embassy to the^ 
frontier of Turkey* Wishing to make the 
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^greatest advantage of the short time I was td 
remain in this city, I set out one fine morn- 
ing with one of my companions^ directing 
our cfoutse towards the coast of Asia, which 
lay opposite to us. We embarked for Scutari> 
without once reflecting on the precautioa 
indispensably necessary to strangers who visit 
Constantinople, or its environs, pf providing 
themselves with a janissary. After going 
through this town, we gained a cypress 
wood, in which we found several Turkish 
monuments. It was in vain that iVe re- 
peatedly inquired our way of the Jews, 
Greeks, and Turks w;e met with : we did not 
go the less astray. After passing several 
villages, country towns, and country houses, 
«itnated by the sea-side, we at length, aftec 
a course of an hour and a half, reached the 
palace of Anadoli'-Hissar. We passed by a 
bridge, over a large rivulet, which empties 
itself into the sea opposite to Scutari, after 
having watered in its course a beautiful 
valley surrounded with high mountains, 
along which we had passed. 

Instead of proceeding towards Anadoli^ 
Hissar, as I wished, my companion in- 



sisted lipon ascending the mountains which 
lay before us. Our project was to go to Bu'* 
jukdere, on the coast of Europe, in which 
spot are many country houses belonging to 
foreign ambassadors; but, being ignoraijtof 
the roads, and divided in our inclinations, 
occasioned our not finding a place by which 
we could effect the passage of the straits.' 
As . the weather was very fine, we continued 
our journey without much reflexion on the 
route we were taking. We were in hopes 
soon to reach the shore of the Black Sea, 
and to view the fortifications made there by 
baron de Tott. Having thus continued our 
jnarch during some time, ind found means 
to satisfy our hunger witli what the little 
^hops in the villages we passed through 
afforded, we at length reached the little town 
of Beykos, where we rested a short time, 
A few glasses of excellent Romelia wine> 
together with some breqd, offered us by two 
Turks we met with, gave us fresh force for 
continuing our route without staying longer 
in Beykos, My companion, in spite of 
my opipion, absolutely insisted on follow- 
ing a paved road up 2^ hilK After half an 
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hotTf^s travelling, it broyght us to somQ houses 
built df wood, below which we perceived 
a most fertile valley, intersected by a road 
partly bordered with large avenues, towards 
which we proceeded. . After rambling about 
the valley for .some time, we arrived >about 
sun-set at a village called Derske, situated 
three leagues from the sea. Having entered 
art inn, we determined to pass the night in it. 
A Jew we met with, who understood Italian, 
which is pretty much spoken in this canton, 
performed the office of interpreter to us, 
and told us, that we were on the road to 
Nicomedia, which was only three days 
journey from the place where we then were. 
The appearance of strangers of our descrip- 
tion being a very singular occurrence in this 
country, its novelty attracted to the inn a 
great number of Turks, who seated them* 
selves, with their coffee before them, iii the 
room we were occupying. After taking 
out their long pipes, they sat down with 
their legs crossed, and observed us with 
great gravity, but without changing their 
posture for an instaht. As we endeavour- 
ed to enter into conversation with them 



by m^ans of our interpreter, dficy rcfpKcd 
to all our questions with equal politeness and 
cordiality. In general our jMresence ap- 
peared pleasing to them ; and they seemed 
by i%o means to regret the time they passed 
with us. Observing our hcrst mount a 
place a little elevated ^n one of the corners 
of the room to say his prayers, turning 
towards the east and making divers and 
i«peated inclinations^ according te the in- 
junctions of the Koran, we retired ito rest on 
a kind of camp bed, furnished with som^ 
old cushions; on which, hard as they were^ 
we enjoyed a tranquil and profound sleep. 
The next morning we received visits &9m 
several Turks, who, with the calm- and 
aerious manner * they never throw aside, 
came to breakfest with us. We adopted 
their customs; and when breakfast was 
* over, we took advantage of the fine day 
announced by the first rays of the rising 
t sun, for continuing our journey. We re- 
sumed a part of the road we had gone 
^ through the day before, and directed our 
jtouxse to the right, towards a large village 
. tailed Akbaba^ ^ My companion occasioned 
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US ^ second tiixie to go astray, - and we 
lost ourselves among mountains very^ tittle 
frequented, from which we escaped with, 
the greatest difficulty across the brambles, 
thistles, and thickets which lay in our 
way. Our courage was beginning to be ex- 
hausted, when we suddenly reached a de- 
lightful valley, in which we perceived seve- 
ral houses, and springs of water. At the 
bottom of the mountain on which we had 
wandered, to our gfeat satisfaction, we disco- 
vered the Bosphorus. Being already at some 
distance from the little town of Beykos, 
which we had passed the preceding day, 
we embarked in a sloop, that, in the 
space of a few hours, conducted us safely to 
Pera, notwithstanding the wind, by which 
the sea was violently agitated^ After thi$. 
little excursion, we began to think of the 
necessary preparations for our departufe« 
Before I quitted Constantinople, I beheld 
from my windows the melancholy spectacle 
o£ a conflagration at Scutari. It was so con* 
fiiderable, that all the country, as well as the 
sea, was rendered as light as at noon day by 
the vivid brightness of the flames. The im« 
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prcssioh made upon me by this event was still 
increased by the noise the Turks have the 
custom of making on these occasions. They 
strike the pavement with their sticks, and 
run about the streets, making dreadful cries 
and lamentations. Unfortunately, fires are so 
frequent here, that very little attention is paid 
them unless when they threaten to become 
extremely extensive, 

I shall confine my remarks on the curi- 
osities I dbserved in Constantinople to the 
detail I have already given. So many ac* 
counts and descriptions have been given 
of it, that I consider it as useless to re- 
peat here what has been before published 
by other travellers. It is in such works as 
those that the reader may gratify his curi- 
osity, if he. finds that I have omitted any 
topic relating to Constantinople which ap- 
pears to him interesting or important. 
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Departure from Constant inople — Return to 

St. Petersburg. 

Wednesday a March, 1794, was the 

day fixed for our departure. M. de KotusoiVt 
after obtaining his audience of leave from 
the grand-signior, and from the visir; after 
paying his last visit to the other foreign 
ambassadors, and, in a word, having tuU 
filled all the necessary punctilios, departed 
in great ceremony from the capital of. 
Turkey. Though our departure was not as 
brilliant as our entrance had been, yet the 
numerous suite that composed our retinue^ 
|he sound pf Russian ' and Turkish musiQ 
together with the troops which escorted the 
amb2^ssador, formed a display which render- 
ed the spectacle considerably striking. A 
great part of the inhabitants of Constant!-* 
Bople were in the streets, at the windows, 
apd even on the roofs of the houses, to see 
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us file off into marching order. Ali^ a bacha 
with two tails^ was the conductor in chief 
furnished us by the Turkish government* 
The two tails (the marks of his dignity) were 
carried before him, at the end of a long 
itaff, and fixed before his tent every time 
we halted, Saim Mechmet Aga was the 
next in command under him. Their office 
consisted in procuring us provisions, and 
nfieans for conducting our equipages; in a 
word, in furnishing us with every thing that 
could contribute to the pleasure and safety 
of^our journey. Different circumstances had 
prevented me from setting out with the em* 
bassy, and I did not leave Constantinople till 
three days^ ;after its departure ; when I 
reached, on horseback, the first encanlpment 
of the embassy, near Kutsqhuk-Tschek* 
inetscfae, a league from St. Stepharis, whi^h 
had been our last halt previously to entering 
Constantinople^ „ 

The ambassador received, during his 
tbode in this village, where such a concourse 
of persons had never before been witnessed, 
9 multitude of visits from Constantinople^ 
As there were not tents enough in the camp 



tot t}i6 persons who were latest amve<l> 1 iffSit 
obliged to pass the night in my cairrlage« 
The next morning we resumed our noardf^ 
With all the equipages^ to go to Bujirict^ 
Schekmetsche^ ^vhere we encamped, and 
which we left very early the next nioming^ 
J made the greatest .part of the journey on 
foot. At the distance of two leagues, befof e 
we reached Silivrey, I quitted the high fd^ 
for one which appeared to me shorter along; 
the sea of Marmora. After haring proM* 
ceeded a league and a half, without perceir-i 
ing our camp, 1 began to be apprehensive, 
judging, by the solitude and desert-like apn 
pearance of the country, that I had agatnr 
gone astray ; for I no where met with the 
smallest trace of cultivation: but coming^ 
suddenly to a turn "in the toad, I with great 
satisfaction discovered the high walls of tfte 
little town of Silivrey^ or Selimbria, founded, 
as it is said, by the Atbeniansr Our camp' 
was. at a small distance from hence, and I 
lost not a moment in gaining it^ The am^ 
bassador received in this place, as well as m 
the neighbourhood of all other considerable^ 
places through which he passed^ a visit firom 
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the cadi *, and the principal inhabitants* 
- The kiaya> or deputy of the bacha of Adri- 
anople^ also met us in the environs ot 
Silivrey, attended with five hundred Turkish 
troops, for the purpose of protecting and 
escorting the embassy. Our stay in this 
place was eniployed in visiting Silivrey, and 
in making different excursions along the 
sea-shore. In its suburbs is an imperial 
granary, which receives corn from all the 
surrounding country. This town is the see 
of a Greek bishop. It is difficult to find 
any thing more exquisitely beautiful than 
the adjacent country. The bread is of an 
excellent quality, and very White, — two re- 
commendations rarely found in that used at 
Constantinople. 

Leaving this place, we advanced towards 
Kinigli, where we met a deputation from the* 
pacha of Adrianople, commissioned to prfe- 
sent two capital horses to M, Kotusow, who 
acknowledged the compliment, by present- 
ing them in his turn with twenty skins of 

* This IS the name given to the judges among lh« Tories. 
The word taken in an absolute sense denotes the judge of a 
townorviliage« 
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ttiartens. This evening was passed, as usual^ 
in the open fields. The sound of our mar- 
tial .music attracted, a great number of in- 
habitants from the environs, and so entirely 
captivated them as to make them forget for 
a moment that they were under the ne- 
cessity of furnishing provisions for the great, 
number of guests now before them. This 
afflux of spectators afforded us a fortunate; 
occasion of observing the manners and cos- 
tume of the country. We retired to our 
tents; and to the sweets of sleep, extremely 
gratified with the remarks we had occasion 
to make, and were aw^akened by the sounds 
of trumpets and cymbals, which sum- 
moned us to preparations for continuing bur 
march. 

We advanced slowly, escorted by the 
Turks, who were all armed with pistols and 
sabres. As we seldom travelled more than 
five or six leagues in a day, we generally 
arrivcjd before noon in the place where we 
intended to encamp. 

The quantity of vineyards we observed 
announced that we were not far from the 
little town of Tschorlu. The inhabitants, 



t^r ti)e eicample of the other villa^ w» 
had passed, came out in great ceremooyf 
on beautiful horses^, to meet the ambassador« 
The verdute of the corn-fields we obseryed 
along the roads, in leaVing this town, wad 
$uffidient to give us an idea of the great 
fertility of the canton* It was^ near one of 
tbei« fields that we halted. We met with 
excellent wine; and, on account of the 
abundant harvests of the preceding year, 
extremely cheap. 

J The next day we encamped near the yil* 
lage of Karastran. We observed nothing 
remarkable on the road but some flocks of 
sheep, of a large bmed, grazing in the spa-- 
cious plains of the environs* The inhabit 
tants of this village appeared to be in poor 
circiunstances* Although they were put to 
Considerable expense in furnishing provi^ 
fions for the embassy, yet they appeared to 
feel the same effects from the music as had 
been the case with the inhalntant^ of the 
villages we had before passed through^ 
They seemed for a moment to forget the 
inconvenience we caused than ; and imr 
posed upon tbanselve& the duty of express* 
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Sing to us, both in looks and assurances, the 
satisfaction and astonishment they experi- 
enced from a visit so new and unexpected. 

On the following day we had to cross 
several marshy places, where we encountered 
very bad roads, notwithstanding the dykes 
and bridges which had been carefully con- * 
structed in all the low grounds. These 
roads conducted us to a charming country^ 
in which is situated the little town of Burgos, 
or Bergase, near which we encamped. We 
took advantage of the time which remained 
before dinjier to visit again a place which had 
already much pleased us in the passing view 
we took of it, and which we afterwards ex- 
amined with greater assiduity during our re- 
sidence in its environs. It contains a pub- 
lic hospital, situated at the entrance of a large 
square, in the middle of which is a conside- 
rable fountain, and a range of stables suffi- 
ciently spacious to contain 5000 horses. All 
these edifices are constructed of free-stone, 
and with the greatest regularity. 

As the grand festival of the Ramazan^ 

* The Ramaasan is the namis of the moon or month during 
which the Turks celebrate their Lent hy fasting with great 
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was now telehmting among the Turks, ^ 
large fair was holding k* diis town, which 
afforded us a new occasion of udmiring the 
pretty productions in clay, fabricated in this^ 
place. We observed in a squaye edifice,, 
rather irregular in its form,^ a lofig range of 
handsome shops, filled with all sorts of Turk- 
ish and Indian stufis,and a quantity of other 
merchandise^ We next visited the niosque, 
'which has a ^eeple that is lighted at night, 
and makes a very handsome appearance. 
This^mosqtre, as is generally the ease in the 
Turkish towns^ is a very considerable edi- 
fice. All around it is a sort of vestibule,, 
decorated with a number of columjis, in the 
middLe of which is a large fountain. The 
Turks, who were now assembled in this^ 
temple to perform their devotions, invit^ 
iTs to enter the interior, which was lighted 
up by a great number of lamps suspended at 
certain distances ; but, as we were desirous 



patience and zvtatmty, fiJO'^one it exempted frosn tins obsti* 
Mnqe tjll iifter tun-set. This Lent was established amongst 
the Turks in the menth Ramazan, because Mahomet as-^ 
serted that the Koran h^ been sent to hiav £poni heaven 
thatperiod. 
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to hear the music in our camp, we preferred . 
Teturningr and found in it a great number 
of persons already assembled in a semicircle, 
impatiently expecting the moment when this 
martial concert was to begin. 

We set out early the next morning, in or- 
der to accomplish by an early hour the seven 
leagues and a half allotted for that day. In 
this place we quitted our old road, and pro- 
ceeded in ^ direction a little more to the 
right; by which means we procured our- 
selves the advantages of novelty. We disco- 
vered for the second time the little town olF 
Burgos, whose two mosques form a very 
pleasing appearance. 

In this route we met alternately with 

plains and hills. These last were in general 

supplied with trees and shrubs, exhibiting, 

however^ very few indications of their, being 

cultivated or inhabited. But if t|iefe. waS 

a scarcity of human beings in this place, it 

certainly on the other hand might boast of 

a prodigious quantity of game; a circunj- 

stance which greatly contributed to the 

gratification of the young noblemen of our 

suite, who amused themselves as they went 

Q 2 
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along with pursuing it. As the oxen which 
were harnessed to the gfeatest part of our 
carriages proceeded very slowly, I always 
found myself before them by proceeding on 
foot, and arrived about three o'clock at our 
camp near Gnassil-Beili, a very inconside- 
rable village, situated in a valley interspersed 
with tilled lands and woods. The country 
now begart to assume an aspect of higher 
cultivation and more considerable popula-^ 
tion. We passed many corn-fields, and ob- 
served also several cherry and almond trees 
which were covered with blossoms. At a long 
half league before we arrived at Kirklis, or 
Kirk-Ekklesiae (the Forty Churches), a very^ 
celebrated and cppsiderable place in the time 
of the Greek emperors, we found ourselves in 
a paved road, bordered on each side by our 
Turkish escort, and by the peasants whom 
curiosity had attracted in multitudes to see 
us. This place is so called because it for- 
merly contained forty Christian churches, 
though at present there is not one. It is 
twelve leagues distant from Adrianople. 
There are very few Christians in it; but 
a, great number of Jews, who came therq 
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from Podolia, arid who speak a corrupt 
SQtt of German. Their principal occupa- 
tion is making butter and cheese, which 
ihey send to the Jews at Constantinople, 
after marking it; with a certain impression, 
by which the latter understand that it is pure 
and made by Jews. This town, situated in 
a plain, which, though stony, is pretty ^ 
well cultivated, is bounded by a chain of 
moderately high mountains, which seem to 
serve for an advanced guard to the hills 
Balkan. 

In order to render less tedious the time 
we passed in this country, we yielded to the 
solicitations of some strollers, to let them 
amuse us by their performances and com- 
bats; when quickly stripping off half their 
clothes, they exhibited a feeble specimen of 
the Olympic games. AVhat caused us the 
most astonishment, was less the address and 
strength they manifested, than the sudden 
transition from heat to cold to which they 
exposed themselves; for, at the very moment 
of being entirely covered with perspiration 
l)y the violence of their mptioris, gold water 
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vrzs thr6wn over their bodies without their 
appearing to suffer any injury from it. 

Towards the decline of day we walked 
about the town. The turrets of the mosques^ 
which on account of the Ramazan were 
lighted up, produced a very pleasing effect. 
The greater part of the streets were lined by 
a range of shops, presenting a view no less 
pleasing. I observed several bathing-houses, 
and a great number of fountains. The en- 
virons of this town contain a number of well- 
cultivated gardens and fields. The poor 
rustics who had conducted us to this place 
from Pera received for recompense but 
five piastres ; which could scarcely be suffi-» 
cient for thff support of themselves and their 
oxen till they again reached their cottages^ 
They were replaced by new conductors, who 
were Bulgarians, Armenians, and Greeks, 
with long black beards, and large white 
frocks descending to their heels. We pro^. 
cured new relays of oxen, and left our camp 
the next day at sun-rise. 

The road we followed was very tiarroW| 
conducting us by contijiual turnings ancj 
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zigzags among mountains we had already 
at a distance perceived before us. We con- 
(inued our march^ without stopping, among 
rocks and stones; and the only conjpensation 
we experienced for the rustic and savage ap- 
pearance of this country was a few culti- 
vated fields^ and shrubs in blossom, which 
now and then fell in our way. Though 
we were but in the month of April, the 
Jbeat had alreadj^ been so considerable, that 
the rivulets which usually flowed among 
the rocks and moubtaias were now entire* 
Jydry. . 

Towards two o'clock in the afternoon 
we at, length reached Erekly^ ' situated in a 
ijnountainous country, but tolerably well cuJ- 
livated. We pitched our camp upon an ele-^ 
i^ation behind this village. The inhabitants 
Jbeing all Turks, and consequently in the 
habit of abstaining from wine, we were ob^^ 
liged to content ourselves without it, noti* 
withstanding the eudeavours we had made to 
procure some^ 

As a certain degree of disorder had lately 
loccurred in our progress, to avoid this in 
future it was ordered, that every one should 
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strictly observe his proper rank. In conse* 
tjuence of this the ambassador placed him- 
self at the head of the retinue ; and was fol- 
lowed by the counsellor, the grand marshal, 
the esquires, the secretaries, &c. each ac- 
cording to the situation and dignity he oc- 
cupied. Things being thus disposed, we 
began our journey at six o'clock in the 
morning, in very fine weather, and in the 
midst of the warblings of a quantity of birds 
which seemed to celebrate the luminary 
which was majestically rising above the ho^ 
fizon. ^ 

In leaving Kirklis we lost sight of Ro^ 
melia, and now found ourselves in Bulgaria, 
The first of these provinces, at present more 
generally known under the name of Ro- 
mania, derives its name from the Romans, or 
from New Rome, that is Constantinople, the 
geat of the Roman empire in the east. Its an- 
cient name was Thrace, and, together with 
Bulgaria adjacent to it, it composed in former 
days the lower part of Moesia. Though the 
road was not so full of stones and rocks as that 
of the preceding day, it was, however, so bad, 
that our carriages were more th^^n once if\ 
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danger of being overturned. On whatever 
side we looked, we beheld nothing but 
masses of rocks heaped on each other, and 
very rarely perceived among the bushes and 
brambles any traces of cultivation. The soil 
became a little better in the environs of the 
village of Kutschedderlach, situated in a nar- 
row valley, and washed by a small river, 
on whose banks appeared fields which an- 
nounced the greatest fertility. The three 
Bulgariaps who conducted our carriages be- 
longed to this village. Delighted at finding 
themselves so near their cottages, they asked 
our permission to go and see their wives ; who 
returned with them, and accompanied us 
during a part of our day's journey* 

We perceived at some distance from hence- 
numerous flocks of sheep of a very fine sort, 
and which constitute the priacipal wealth of 
the inhabitants. 

We encamped this day at the farther side 
of a mountain, near a valley half a league 
from the village of Kanara. As we set out 
later than common on account of the order 
which had been prescribed for our march, our 
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carriages were not all arrived at the camp tiil 
$ix in the evenings 

The following day was devoted to repose. 
The heat was so intense, that I could not 
till the evening go out of my tent to ascend 
the mountain, at the foot of which we were 
encamped. Along the valley funs a little 
river, partly among the rocks, and pardy 
across some pretty well cultivated lands. 
The ambassador received in this place, from 
the bostangi*bacha of Adrianople a very 
polite letter, accompanied by a considerable 
provision of green and dried fruits of all 
6orts. 

On Saturday the -rVth of April we raised 
our camp by four o'clock in the morning* 
The road we followed insensibly became so 
narrow and unfrequented, that we had the 
greatest difficulty in passing some of the 
places to arrive at that in which we were to 
halt, and which is situated at a small distance 
from the large village of Fakir, on a hill sur» 
rounded with mountains. The houses of this 
village are detached^ and at some distance 
from each other. 
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On Sunday we again set out in very cold 
weather and a high wind. We enjoyed at 
our ease^ on the top of the mountains, a 
view of" the village, and of the fields and 
meadows which surround it. We next de* 
scended into a large forest, where we found 
the roads better than any we had met with 
for a long time. Some thoughtless young 
men belonging to the embassy wishing, ad 
they called it, to illuminate the road, set fire 
to the dry wood we met with in several 
places, without reflecting on the injury they 
caused to the poor inhabitants of this canton, 
to whom our passage was sufficiently bur- 
densome, without further distinguishing it 
by so useless, not to say barbarous, a devas* 
tation, I could not refrain from manifest- 
ing my displeasure to the authors of this 
proceeding ; and the observations I offered 
on this subject were the more founded, . as 
the beautiful verdure of the thickets here 
{uid there dispersed, and the chanting of the 
infinite number of birds with which they were 
peopled, had afforded me different sensations 
of so delightful a nature, that it struck me a^t 
tlie height of ii^justice to deprive succeeding 



,266 

travellers of the same gratifications. This 
incident caused, me a real displeasure ; and 
I was not the only person who expressed 
this seiitiment on witnessing so thoughtless 
and mischieyoug a conduct. Arrived at the 
extremity of the wood, we discovered the 
hills Balkan, and the shores of the Black 
Sea ; but which were still at a considerable 
distance from us. We now descended into 
a valley^ where we ericamped in a meadow 
washed by a sniall river which- runs near tliQ 
village of Karabunar. 

The time of our residence in this place 
was, in a great measure, employed in making 
presents and visits to the Turks, who re- 
turned them with the greatest eagerness. 
M. de Kotusow sent to the conductor in chief 
of the escort Ali, bacha with two tails, in 
acknowledgment of the particular civility 
and interest he had employed on our behalf 
during the route, fourteen marten skins, ten 
pounds of tea, and a pound of rhubarb ; to 
whiqh he added an ermine pelisse for his son 
Ismael* The bacha, unwilling to be less 
generous than the ambassador, sent him pre^ 
sents in his turn, and also to different per-* 
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sons of the embassy. I did nof receive iny. 
for my share ; but this was amply compen- 
sated by the particular civilities bestowed 
upon me by a Turk of my acquaintance, 
who received me in his tent with every de- 
monstration of friendship, and absolutely in- 
sisted on my dining with him. The niore 
the Turks are known, the more they are be- 
loved for their cordiality, their frankness, and 
their excessive kindness towards strangers. I 
am not afraid to assert, that, in many respects, 
they may serve as models to my countrymen. 
The nearer we approached the high 
mountains, the more the coldness of the air 
increased, so that we were obligeid to have 
recourse to our furs. Our march was to 
have terminated ' at a small distance from 
the village of Kussu-Jcassir, situated at the 
foot of the mountain, in which place we 
were to encamp ; but finding it impossible to 
qollect in it sufficient provisions and accom- 
modations for our use, we were obliged to 
proceed two leagues further; as far as the 
little village of Banly. The roads we now 
met with were infinitely better than those we 
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had before passed through, and were almost 
a continued plain. 

The next day we had delightful weather, 
which in some measure made us amends for 
the cold we had experienced during the 
preceding ones. We had also very good 
roads. After having passed the village I 
have above spoken of, we observed in its 
viciriity many spots of land very tolerably 
cultivated. We proceeded along a plain 
bounded by the hills Balkan, and perceived 
at about a mile distance the shores of the 
Black Sea. After passing through a small 
wood, we approached by a gradually ascend- 
ing -road the little town of Aidos, situated 
at the foot of a mountain. The steeples 
of its mosques, which are seen at a great 
distance, afford a very pleasing point of 
view. It was immediately behind this wood, 
surrounded with meadows and tilled lands, 
that we found our camp op the banks of a 
pretty large rivulet which turns several mills. 
We made some stay in this place, where we 
a second time exchanged our guides, and 
« dismissed the Bulgariansj^'ho had brought us 
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hither. We could not witness without emo- 
tion the affecting scene which took place 
between our new conductors and their wives. 
It was perfectly in unison with what we had 
already observed of their mild and susceptible 
character. Dressed in their best clothes, the 
women accompanied their husbands to the 
camp ; and when the moment of departure 
was come, they tenderly embraced them^ 
expressing the most eager anxiety for their 
prompt return. 

On this day we met with a worse road 
than any which had yet occurred. At first 
it was tolerable, with the exception of some 
hills bordered on each side with tilled lands 
and meadows; ai}d it continued ^ for some 
leagues, till we reached a valley where 
the Balkan hills commence. It here he^ 
came narrow, and filled with stoaes ; and 
the country assumed suddenly ^a romantic 
and savage appearance. We found our- 
selves surrounded on all sides by large tufted 
woods, which covered the moimtains. The 
- road insensibly became so rugged and steeps 
that it was with equal apprehension and 
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-difficulty we reached our camp, pitched in 
the hollo\y of a small meadow, in which 
the waters failing from the mountain collect 
themselves. This place is called Subaschi. 
We beheld on all sides of us woods and 
mountains, whose multiplied echoes re- 
peated with new strength the sounds pro- 
ceeding from the. camp. As we did .not 
arrive in this place tilLsun-set, and had been 
obliged to perform a great part of the journey 
on foot, we eagerly repaired to our dinners in 
the large tent, and had no sooner satisfied the 
cravings of hunger than each of us retired 
to repose himself after the fatigues of tlie day. 
The. next day we resumed our route 
among these unfrequented mountains* The 
large pifoes of stone and rock which lay, in 
the road rendered our march - extremely 
irksome. We kept along a valley inclosed 
by two high chains of mountains, at the foot 
of which runs the Dele tschad ere, a little 

■ft • • t . A . 

stream forming an infinity, of circuits. .. We 
were obliged to- cross it at least forty. times, as 
had already happened to us with the Kamt- . 
schik on the confines of Bulgaria and Rome- 
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^ fia. We had. proceeded a long way without 
experiencing ?iny improvement in our route. 
Our eyes, fatigued by this continual mass of 
rocks, <and by the view of so naked and 
savage a country, were at length relieved by 
the appearance of a plain interspersed with 
corn-fields and ' meadows, which for a nio- 
meht destroyed the monotony of this me- 
lancholy spectacle. From this moment the 
road took a direction as completely straight as 
if we had been travelling in an avenue, and 
it continued thus till We arrived in the en- 
virons of Kioprakioy, where we encamped. 
Sunday the -^ th of April, being Easter day, 
vre ^celebrated this festival, and passed the 
whole day in this village. After having 
assisted at public worship, which was per- 
formed under the tent with all possible 
, poiftp, we assembled at the ambassador's to 
pay him the compliments usual on such oc*^ 
casions. The music played during the din- 
ner, i Our new Bulgarian guides joined the 
Russians in the dances and amusements 
which took place on the occasion. 

The next day we raised our camp at 
rather a late hour. We at first met witH ^ 
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Very good road ttirough the c]|ilriikln^ wood 

which lay before us$ but we had jio sooqm 

quitted it, thah we were utoder thfe nepessity ^ 

of clitnbihg a very high moutitaiii^.*wbetoce 

WO enjoyed various points of view equally 

ei^tensivjs and agreeable^ We perceived be^ 

hind us the rugged sifmtnits of the. Balkan 

hill} and the wild country we bid just 

pii&sMi before us, a spacious plain ititer^ 

i^pgrsed with pasturages and tilled latids^ 

What rendered this picture still ihore in ter-» 

ctting was 6ome villager whicih \ve now fir^t. 

discovered ; for^ to the pretent moment^ we 

h$d perceived nothing frotn the mountdns 

but ^0ine lonely habitations^ ahnouhcing the 

iicanty number of the inhabitants*. 

After having crossed some Of these fidlds^ 
paired n^ar Otie of the Villagbs> and em 
tered 1 valley inclosed by another chain of[ 
xn^untains^ tve quiokly reached our ciamp^ 
pitched near the litde town of Prawadi* 
whidh i^ itieif situated amidst very pictu* 
ted^ue scenery. This poeitioii excited in me 
the greater pleasure, as it recalled t6 my 
Mind the recollection of the Crimea^ and ^ 
that Of* alt &e dnviriHis of Batohfsarai> its 
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capital. The rocks which form the lummit 
of this dotible chain of mountains, as is -ex* 
actly the case in , that peninsula, exhibit 
a Tcry singular outline. They represent in 
their highest part two long walls, which 
flight naturally be mistaken for the ruins 
of ancient fortifications ; and others of them 
l^esemble small towers. In the middle of 
these rocks ^re perceived Tineyards, and 
Other marks of the most industrious activityi 
which, when the nature of the place where 
(hey thus present themselves is consideredi 
occasion the spectator equal astonishment 
and pleasure. I enjoyed this spectacle to the 
very last' moment; when, taking a little path 
conducting to the highest patt of one of 
these mountains, I discovered at my"^fee 
the small town of Prawadi, which, how- 
ever, is pretty extensive. 1 enjoyed also^^the 
view of its different mosques, and of all the 
valley. The motion which prevailed in bur 
camp, and the evening music, completed 
the various sources of pleasure I had pro^ 
cured myself in the course of the day. 
The following day being devoted to to^ 

Rf2 
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pose, I had leisure for visiting the :towfi> 
and taking a nearer view of the different 
form of these romantic mountains. Havifig 
ftscenHed one of the steepest of them, I dis-r 
covered the vestiges of ancient fortifications^ 
I observed also a kind of large gate-way, and 
a stair-case hewn in the rock, which still re^ 
mdins in perfect preservation. The roa^ 
appearing very dangerous, I judged it prii- 
i^eht to return in the same track, notwith- 
standing the pleasure I should have had in 
visiting the village, which is situated on t}ie 
point of this mountain. 

On Wednesday the 4t April, we resumed 
our route in the same order as had before 
been observed when we passed the 3alkai^ 
hills ; but the passage being wider, and 
the mountains at rather more distance from 
eadi other^ we passed them without diffi-* 
culty. After leaving this chain qn the 
right, and taking a circuitous direction, wc 
met with a great number of well cultivated 
vineyards. We had constantly on that day 
very good roads, partly across hills and partly 
iloftg plain's. ' " We observed with 4he gFeot- 
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est pl^$>|r6 the cultivated condition of the 
l^d t)f this canton^ and the considerable 
number of its villages. 
Towards noon we arrived at oiir camp; 

« 

near Koslitschi^ a small town, situated in a 
plain, in which are two mosques^ and from . 
which is discernible the chaii> of the Balkan 
hills. Some entrenchments, the remains 
of which are still existing at some distaace 
^ffom hence, recall the remembrance of the 
battle fought against the Turks in this placc^ 
during the last war, by the celebrated M . de 
•Romanzow, ^vho advanced as far as the 
<walk of Prawadi, and consequently further 
4han prince Potemkin : but the hussars hav- 
ing attempted to take it by storm, they were 
ndriven back, and obliged to retreat. 
;. The next day, Thursday, we had cold 
windy weather. On leaving this place,^the 
xBalkans appeared diminished to hillocks, 
^atad the country assumed a very flat appear- 
iance. We did not find this part of Bulgaria 
SQ well cultivated as that we had passed 
vthrough on the preceding day; which is 
perhaps principally occasioned by a scarcity 
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i^watbn Son» remains of walls and di{^ 
ferent masses of stones are the only yestigci 
of a village which existed in former day% 
wrrounded by % vast extent of fields, mid 
meadows* The whole of this road is ex- 
tremely woody. It was near two o'.d<>ck 
when ^v€ arrived at our camp behind 3a« 
sa^chik, that is to say, the Uttle^market^ 
This place, which during the residence of 
the Russians in it in. i 7 74 was consume^ by 
^re, is now entirely rebuilt, tnd forms .ft 
pretty considerable town, surrounded by 
mountains of moderate heights A quan^ 
lity erf burying-grounds of some magnitude, 
wid which have existed from the times T>f 
Greeks, are a proof that the inhabitants 
of these countries have been numeroixs. :I 
ivas ntot a little surprised towards evening by 
hearing the sound of i^ bell ; it reminded me 
of the alarm-bells in the towns of QtxxKm^^ 
This bell, intended to proclaim the hour, 
has existed from the time of the Qreaks; 
and, though many centuries' have oh'eady 
^^lapsed^ is stiH in high preservation t,. 
The next day beimc destined to repos^ J 
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^i9jpli>y«4 • iX in vi$lting th« Uywn, whi^ 
ii^l^^ns flptjiing remarkjiblt but a public 
sqwfe, ami ^OOT? rQw« of §hop3, i 

- On the next 4ay'we con^nufid qm jw®r 
jjey a^fgux fiv« o'clock in the wof BWg, 

Aft«r p^ing ^q insignT^c^^ vii)»g§ ^ij§4 

^«$aby, we,r(^che4 a little n^opBiftin, b^ 
yofld wbich wc en^^mped," On guadfty 
^>a9 hA^'v^ry good road^ throDgli plains nffi 

m^adQwSf inigr^^efsed ajit^rn^telywith. Ivlk 

*n(l delightful yall^ys. I remarked ill geye* 

jf9l viilfige*. tljroHgh whiph ive pawed, that 
ibe bowies pf jthe inh^hitonte w^fr^ detjiched, 

^ «iri:oun4ed by ^ hedge ^'l^hh sepjir^^t^ 

(heir domswps. The country wpul4 he np 

jdwbt in a better state of eujtivation hut fof 
the scarcity of rivers and springs, ^ji^en the 

smaU <iuantity of wat^ vkk which these 
viJia^s are *Hpplje4 k dr*w» ffoni weUs by 

jDCanS of w^heejs, and i^ of an indifferent 

.ijwality. The jcenjeteries her^e and there di- 
spersed m the fields recaW the recoJie/?tioii of 
;4ie lavages *v^ich prevail d^riflg the la*t 

war. ^ 

: i, Toward? noon we fo\in4.* at the b<?ttom 

*f a high niountaiip, a village icalled Baktir, 
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'beyond whidi wt encamped in a ^fy ngree^ 
atile^vajley. In the evening ?I had the cu- 

jsioaily to walk to one of these ittbuntams, 

* 

^nd remarked here and there a very pro- 
found grotto, which appeared to '• have for- 
.marly served the purpose eithbr of an abode 
or a . magazine. One of these was extrendely 
large, and divided into two parts, extending 
itself to the right through a grea* part of the 
mountain. Its interior was so gloomy knd 
obscure, that I had not courage enough to 
penetrate it. I was scarcely returned to mjr 
tent when a violent tempest took places ac* 
companied with thunder and lightning, 
difTusing swch a refulgence' through .thte 
camp as to give it the appearance of bfeing 

in ilames.^ ' * 

» 

Monday ^-fth of April was a day of repose. 
A colonel of artillery, accompanied by two 
other officers, was sent to Siliyrey, fourteen 
leagues from Baktir-Kioy, with a letter from 
M.deKotuzow to the bacha of the place, con- 
taining his acknowledgments for an escort 
of two hundred men he had. sent us. This 
fe0|cef \ra$ commissioned to present him 
§w^ marten skins of Kamtschatkaj^ forty 
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'c^ thi&'j»kms of the -same aainii^'fnnb &« 

« • ' ■ ■ 

garernment of Tobolsk, and six pounds' of 
-tea* : The secret motive of his mission was 
to observe the works of the fortress, and to 
bring away the plan of it. 
' The next day we had charming w^athen 
As the rain had refreshed the roads, we found 
them every where very good, both in the 
plains and on the hills, as far as the little vil* 
lage of Machmut-Rioy, where pur camp was 
fixed. This place contains only a few 
lonely houses, scattered here and there on an 
eminence, and belonging to peasants. In 
the meadows, it is common to meet ^vith 
petrified shells and other sea productions. 
The cadis of the neighbouring "yillages sent 
M. de Kotuzow an escort of an hundred men. 
The next day, immediately after sun- 
rising, we quitted our camp, and continued 
our route through very tolerable roads, not- 
withstanding the quantity of dust, which 
greatly inconvenienced us. We ' ctossed 
several lltde mountains and valleys, every 
where covered with rich and delightful 
verdure. When we had got beyond a 
Jong range of Crocks, we found ourselves 
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«aL tbe IxKders^ of A amt^ llJce, fi^r niif^):} i>y 
tbe witen of . &e , X>$m^9 which flows ten 
werstes from this place, md overflows thup 
ht the sdjacant fi«ldi, We next reached the 
vUhge of JschelebeyrKioy, which i» rather 
larger than that we had passed through the 

(^tening before. -It is situated in a mom- 
tainous,. covntify, interspersed with beautiful 
meadows. There are some old walk rtiU\ 
jFemainii^ iq it, which no longer serve any 
other purpose than an asylum for storks ; 
tbiit which, at the same time, iodicate the 
apci^jit grandeur of this village, near which 
v%}.e9camped. 

M our march for the next day was to. 
jQAasist of no more than five leagues, I 
9f^on^flubed them on fooit^ iollov^'mg »a 
JMI70W path which conducted me along 
some high mountains. On my rpad J m^t 
.ifr^ a dbarmiug spring ; which occ3sio»ed 
me t^e more pjeaswe aijd surprise, as good 
watef for drinking is vejry rarely found in 
thi$ caateft. Towards noon we reached 
pur camp, which was pitched in the en- 
vimi^ fi^' Satv52-^ioy, a pretty, considerable 
village, which we had already perceived from 
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a great dkaaoet and situated ibf? a ^p^tioiti 
plain, here and ther« antersp^i^edjviA^H^un^ 
tains of moderate height. . o • ^ jv 

The V M^.y!)' was a day of jrepose. Ww 
celdbrated with our military music the aani^ 
versary of the birth o£ the empiress/ TJ» 
grand festival of the Beiran, which concliidff^ 
the Rama^n or Lent of the Turks, happeaed" 
to falLbn the same day *• 

On the following day, according to ci}$«- 
topif we resumed our journey at sunrrising;^ 
Throughout the four leaguef^ aUotted foe that 
4ay> we met on the road with nothing biit 
plains, meadows, and some i^coioksiderable 
jBountains. We bad most delightful wea^- 
ther. The heavy rains which had fallen 0^ 
the preceding days had cooled the air, lai4r 
the dust, and bestowed a new aspect of fresh*. 
j^tBs on the verdure, which added to die. 
beauty of the view that prosented iteelf o^ft 

# - 

* The Boiran Is the name given to the g^and^hnpidiireast 
of the Mahometaps. It i« tlie Easter of the Turk% whp celo^ 
brate it with the greatest solemnity ; and the intemperance 
which prevails for three day«, daring the continuance of the 
Beirao;, is pcopoftionefl to. (be Biiitrm alMI«tmocfsiiesf j^€?yr 
4ibttfy«darit^theiUiiuum]L. ^ ,' . ' 
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iU shAeSi It was not more thao ten o'clock 
Ivheoiwa 'arrived in our campi near Kas* 
simtschy^ This village is divided into twof 
|>ordbQOfi, which are separated from each 
oilier by a distance of at least a quarter 
of a league. The first contains many plan- 
tation^ of fruit-trees.* We pitched our camp 
^recifiHely in the middle space between these 
two portions ; and it was surrounded on 
iiU sides by mountains and naked rocks^. 
but . of very inconsiderable height* As 
we were to travel fourteen werstes on the 
following day, we took the precaution of 
setting out about ten o*clock in the even- 
ing, in order to avoid the intense heat of 
the sun. Our poor animals were so much 
ifatigued, that it was with difficulty they 
reached the. rendezvous ; and we were our- 
;selves so exhausted, that we retired to rest 
4mniediately on arriving at the place of our 
destination. 

Oa Sunday Vwfr?' about four o'clock in 
:the morning, we were informed that we had 
passed iiear two villages, and that the worst 
part of the road was accomplished. We imme- 
diately directed our course to war4Js another 
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♦tffrii, half a league furtber oti,:-of sonie bonsU 
<l«atl6n. Here we halted, for the sake of 
gitfng our cattle an opportunity of breathing 
from their fatigue, taking the sante opportu? 
nity of refreshing ourselves with some bfeak^ 
fast. As the morning was very fiiie; I deter^^ 
mined to pursue the test of the road on fodt* 
I insensibly lost sight of the plains, and behel4 
bnly a mountainous country, similar to that 
we had previously passed. I soon reached 
a fourth village, situated at the foot of several 
high mountains that were lost in the distance, 
imd environed with clouds, which seemed td 
disperse as I advanced. With the exceptioci 
of a few hills, the rest of the road w^s very 
tolerable. v 

'\ It was already past noon, and I bad not 
yet perceived the camp, I 'b6gin to find 
myself extremely fatigued ;: : Wheft,' making a 
sudden turn ill the road near a hill: situated 
to the left, I at length discovered the object 
pf my researches. All our peopte were but 
at h^lf a league distance from; iU near thd 
village of Tscherna, at the foot of the mouQli 
tains which lay before me^ and^ whioh swh 
rounded our ea^npt on three sides. Our car? 



n^gti did not aitiw till two d*dock In the 
i^rnborf, aft^r having been fourteen hours 
onih€ toad. The arrival ^f a Courier M. Ko- 
tsebw received from Petersburg obliged m 
to ::|>ai;s the Monday in this place. The 
lHfp6 of discovering the Danube induced 
ifte tomake an excursion totrards the^ven- 
iflg to sortie of the elevated situations about a 
league diefant ; but on all liides I beheld 
nothing but mountains, whose rocky protu- 
berat^es presented no trace of cultivation. 

The ttext^day we took our direction across 
these mountains, which stretched along t6 
our right, and the greatest part of which 
terminate in the form of a sugar^oaf. On 
the other side we perceived some swanips 
formed by the Danube, and a great number 
6f tmall inlands inclosed by several branches 
of this river. The road continued the same 
till the moment when we discovered &m, 
Danube It^lf^ which flows here majesti-^ 
c^f in the middle of a charming plain, . 
•xurOunded by meadows covered with thick 
high' giistes, announcing the greatest fertility. 
We encamped at* very short diistance froril 
the banks of this river, half a league from 



xiH&ge than a (dwn> ThWvtrae«9- of \h« 
mvag^ wiMch tdok pl&oe-durm^ th^ bst 
war are fitills^psroftt 1ft i^)eAvimi»« W4i 
ev6A foHfid in bm* eamp $ome 1>&1U« -i^ 
several pmeei df itot)^ vfhich had been k>£^ 
thereby how^fs. Thk village, as wdl ^' 
all: Ihm iurtptfhdiog Oduntiy, Within th tee M 

hm l6agU«!.^) is inhabited hy a' great humbef 
df Moldaviai^s and Walathian». 

destination/ 'Vi^e again m, out about dix ti'cltHsk 
in the ereftidg. "the *oad wfe took extendi 

^tifietimeg furtbet item it; dafid lying atndng 
flieaidows. The height aiid abundance of 
the gta66 with which the*e la*t mt^ ^oyerttd 

cfdflvinced us thitt we were hb Idttger tery 
far from the fruitful Country of Moldftvia.^ 
The vteWdf Matsdmi, cxmtiguou$ tO' a obain 
of mountaihe^ at a dmall distance^, wai es^ 
tmihely agreeable. Eight or nine wewttti 
furtbtf on to the left, we discovered^ ihti 
town and foritea^ of -BrailoWi situated r^tf 
mar the banks of the Dantiberi. u4;^{;h/ in 
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this pIao;i as well as in the eovironsi <>f Gar^ 
]atz» divides itself iQto $eyeral branches/ • . 

The town of Brailow, in cpii$eqjuence of 
ks situation on this river, near th^e mouth of 
t^ie Sereth, formerly carrjed on a very conn 
"dderable commerce^ and was a general de-r. 
ppsitary for, all the merchaindise which 
passed to and from Turkey,- as well by th»; 
Danube and the Red Sea^ as by: the great 
roads to Constantinople; but the difi^ereiit 
wars, of which this country has sHCoessiv^ly 
been the theatre, have effeqtuaUy ruined its 
conijH[>erce. , The Turks have a ; commaad- 
ant in' this place> on whom the whole vuLiffL 
or canton depends; and it; is /here that the 
nazir of the s^lt^ receives the tribute paid 
by W^lachia»> under the tide of winter and 
spring provision. This towA l\a$ been seve- 
ral times taken by tlie Russians.; 

The principal objects of .exportation are 
oxen» horses, sheep, salted meat, fruits, winPf. 
honey, butter, wool, wood, salt, &c, ThQ 
hctr^s produced in this ray a are very mugli 
esteemed in Turkey. -They are used for tUe 
wbst part for the . light-hor$e of several Gei?^ 
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mafr princes. " ' iTfie oxen are 'eqially Sotfglit . 
after^ aiS %veH fof their size and strength as fl|6 
excellence of ' their flesh. /Turkey ir^ws 
every year from this ray a a great nuitiberof * 
sheep> which, for the same reasons, are 
preferable to. all the others of Walachia* 
Formerly there Was a cohsiderable market in 
Brailow for salted meat, which was prepared 
ih an island of die Danube, situated opposite 
to thi?' town, and which bri this account still * 
retains the name of the Butchery Island* 

• 

Butter, honey, wtfol, and skins, were arti- 
cles wMch also formed an important branch' 
of commerce With the Turk^. Agriculture' 
having been from tfthe imniemorlal neg- 
lected in Walachia, it has consequently never 
made any considerable exportation of grain i 
diose which have been principally cultivated' 
in it, are wheat, Turkish corn, barley, and 
kukuruse, a kind of Turkish wheat, miiltet, 

* 

and' a -small quantity of oats. The inhabi- 
tants of these countries, after the example 6f 
the Turks, commonly feed their horses' witli* 
barley. They cultivate very Jittle rye; a^' 
they Constantly use brfead^iriade front Wheat 
andt millet^ or a kind of cake prepared 6f 

s 
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kukunise. They only sow sufficient flax 
and hemp to supply their domestic necessi- 
ties. 

Labour, and the proper adaptation of crops, 
are in general so ill understood in this country 
as to render the scantiness of its produce very 
little surprising. . Not more than a fortieth 
part of its extent is tilled. The cultivator 
only sows what he considers as sufficient tOi 
4serve him for the necessaries of life, under 
the apprehension that the boyards or lord^: 
who take the utmost care that these un* 
fortunate peasants should retain no more 
than what will suffice for their existence*, 
may seize whatever exceeds that proportion/ 
The misery and idleness, or rather the stater: 
of non-entity of the human species in tliqse, 
countries, appears almost incredible vfh&siL 
the natural excellence of the soil is copsi- 
dered ; but when reflexion is carried bapk la. 
the operation of eastern despotism,-refined«by 
the hospodars, who are at the same moment 
both slaves and tyrants, there is no longer 
room fpr astonishment. 
. . Before the last Wjars the kile of wheat, a. 
mea,sure of the country weighing two huiv-. 
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dred and sixty okas, that is to say five hun- 
dred and eighty-fire pounds, at two poundsr 
and a quarter to each oka, was purchased for 
four shillings and two-pence ; a kile of rye 
a piastre and a half; and a kile of barley 
a piastre. The price of e^ch of these com- 
modities is now doubled.. 

The vipe is a more considerable object of 
cultivation and of conimerce in this country. 
It will grow any where, though it is more 
generally and more -successfully cultivated at 
the foot of the mountains. The wines they 
produce are light and watery, but they pos- 
sess a very aigreeable flavour, and a nourish- 
ing quality. Those of Pietra are esteemed 
the best, and they ar^ . some;ltimes even con- 
sidered superior to the best Tokay wine; 
and, if the country . produces very little of 
it, it is entirely the fault of the inhabitants, 
who neither know how to make or preserve 
it, the cultivators of vineyards being unac- 
customed to weeding them carefully ; and, 
ignorant of the method of trailing them,- si- 
milar to that practised in vine countries, 
content themselves with raking up the earth 
once a year round the stalk, and take no 
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further care to prevent the growth of weedtf# 
The most considerable commerce for these 
wines is with Poland and the Ukraine. ' A 
certain quantity is even con?eyed as far a3 
Moscow* I have already nientioned th6 
quantity of fruits of eveiy kind produced 
in Walachia^ where it is common to meet 
with even whole forests of fruit^tcees, such 
as pears^ cherries, and apricots, &c. The 
greatest part of the mountains, in thts^ cir^ 
cumstance of the variety of its fruit-trees, 
resemble our best cultivated gardeins, which 
undoubtedly will always be inferior t& thosei 
I saw in Walachia. I observed in general 
a greater population in the mountaiinb than 
in the plains^ notwithstanding their being 
less fertile. This is easily accounted for^^ 
when it is considered that these mountains 
answer the purpose of an asylum to the 
inhabitants during the ravages of war. They 
instantly fly to them for refuge when the 
flatter parts of the country are exposed ta the 
fury and ravages of a lawless Turkish sol* 
diery, whose violence it is diflicult to re* 
strain, and who bear in mind the conscious* 
ness of being the support of the thranes of 



2^1 

^ 9whaw^ who dajre v^o^ ptmish th^m. Oil 
these unhappy occasions^ the Walachians 
find in these mountains a secure retreat 
against the rage of their tyrants, who oarer 
fully avoid pursuing them thither, dreading 
file stratagems and intrepidity of those who 
inhabit them. The paths leading to - these 
mountains ai^ almost inaccessible, and known 
only to those who constantly reside in them. . 

Tbbacco is an article very much culti- 
vated in Walachia. That of Montan and of 
Bersan* near the Sereth; is sold at the rate of 
ffom four to five peras. the oka, or about 
threepence -halfpenny in English money^ 
The sale of it is very considerable in Turkey, 
Xiirtary, and Poland, 

The plant called weydji which is used for 
dying bluci succeeds extremely well both in 
this province and in Moldavia, That called 
sbormph which is used in the dressing of mo^ 
rocco leather, is likewise cultivated with 
great success ; as well a$ the jasb^i galban^ 
a sort of strawherryij which is used for dy- 
it^^ and is of a yellow colour. These straw-^ 
berries grow princi|xtlly on the ba'nks of the 
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Pruth, in the environs of Faschiii^ liot far 
from Tattary. 

Not fewer than 340,000 hor|ied cattle are 
exported from Walachia through Bosnia/lfom 
whence they pass to Constantinople; and its 
pasturages and meadows are so excell^it and 
well known, that several millions of horses, 
and numerous flocks of sheep, are every year 
sfent to graze in the country. 

The price of an ordinary horse is from 
twelve to twenty piastres ; and those of a 
superior quality seldom sell for more than 
from thirty to forty. All these hotses are of 
small size. 

T 

There are every year sold in Wakchia, far 
the purpose of being sent to Constantinople, 
several millions of sheep, for about zjfsw, or 
two shillings and sixpence, each. Their 
wool is very long and abundant. It is used 
at Fumato, a village near Bucharest, for 
fabricating broad-cloths, which are sold at 
about twenty-two paras per ell, and which 
are generally dyed either of a blue or grey 
colour. This manufacture is almost the only 
pne in l^alachia* It is easy tq conceive tha( 
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a nation so indifferent about its commerce 
takes but little care of the ^conduct of its 
^KUtnufactories. 

Bees, which in this country are very 
inmcfa attended to, iiave their hives in woodsy / 
andiin^.the trunks of trees. , The honey, 
,which is alm^ost white, is sent for the con- 
fiami^ion of Constantinople. The wax is for 
the most part sent to Venice. A very sin^ 
g«lar production of this country is a sort of 
^reen wax, produced by a species of bees 
smaller than common bees. ' This wax is 
gathered on certain shrubs, where these inv 
dustjious insects deposit it. It is used for 
making bougies ; which, , on being lighted, 
exhalie a most agrqeable perfume. This wax 
is very scarce ; but it would ; be easy to aug- 
mmA its quantity by cultivating the shrubs ' 
oa which it is collected, and by attracting 
ihe bees in, th? places favourable tothis d^i. 
sign. ' 

iAt twelve leagues from Bucharest is found 
ft fossile salt, part of which is sold in Natoha 
and CcMistantinople. 'It is usually^ conveyed 
HiMiiv by the Danube. A great . part of 
Walachia consisting of mountains wJiich 
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form « centuiuttion to those of Buogar^it bt 
is sufficient to oljserve the treasury produced 
by the mines of the latter^, to form a: pre^ 
«U)iipt{on founded on probahility^ that those 
of Walachia contain also considerable ridbiet*, 
It is asserted, that many rivers descending 
from the Krapack hills bring along .!«ath 
them a certain q[uan4;ity of grains, df^^gpldj^ 
which h found mixed with the saifedv It is 
cpmmoni Ukewisej^ to see rings and vases 
made with this i?ietal, which has been 
found in th? Otta^ qiie of the principal 
rivers of this jyt)vinoe, The ZliganeSi^ a spe-« 
cies of wandering Gipseys, who travel in 
troops like the Tartars, pay a certain tribute 
for permission to collect that pf the Jalawv^ 
itza, another considerable river of Walachia, 
However this may be, the riches thu& clearly 
announced by nature, and sought after with 
stich avidity in other countries, are absolutely 
neglected in this ; for which many reasons 
may be given. The inactivity of the goirern^ 
snent; the idleness and ignorance of tfie 
Walachians;; the ^pprehensioii they enterr 
tain of losing with their riches the feeble 
rem^ifis of liberty left thena by their Qon-f 
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i^ueron r the coBtmuai ch^ging of -dj^hbos^ 
p0dat> whose cRffice very rarely desceiid&to 
irk sion; die few wants experienced 4n ^a 
ttwntry provided » abundantly by i^ure 
widi every thing necessary to e:i(ist9iioe; 
all these considerations have prodbably in^ 
cited the inhabitants of these countries to 
a icaarefulr concealment of their treasures from 
the ins^iable avidity of the Turks. It is pc^ 
'ftble the governing power is acquainted with 
the ^istehce of those tr^asures^ but frmn 
motives of political refinement does nt>t 
l^ose to have it known that mines exist 
in their frontier. It may also fate recol* 
lected, diat the Turks are very little dis-^ 
piosed to active exertions, their habit being 
rather to enjoy the fruit of the labour of 
others. ^ 

This slight digression on j^alachia 8Uj9i-» 
ciently proves that the province contains the 
means, not only of a solid, durable^ and lu<»^ 
crative commerce, but also that it is both by 
nature and situation within the reach of ob« 
taining, without the least effort, everjy pos* 
sibie advantage. Meanwhile,^ what ia^^is 
century has become the principal apurce of 
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ike riches and sta:%ngth of nations, the most 
immediate object of attention to other go- 
veraments, is totally overlooked in a country 
favoured . by nature with abundance and fe*^ 
cundity of every kind. Such are the fruits 
of indolence and stupidity. . ; 

But this profound lethargy, which m&s 
and brutalizes a nation, is not a malady 
which seizes it suddenly, but the conse? 
quence of a protracted despotism, which 'by 
degrees dries up the sources of life, arrests 
all the springs of the;isoul, and at length ter-v 
minates in an universal and mortal stagnation 
of the whole body politic. Sjich is the' pre- 
sent melancholy condition of the princes of 
Walachia, that any effort indicating but the 
germ of talent, or calculated to inspire the 
public mind with energy, would be imputed 
to its author as a crime. The hospodars 
have but one care, but one concern, but one 
science, as I before had occasion to mention. 
It consists in securing themselves from the 
effectiof the intrigues and cabals in the court 
of Constantinople, in avoiding every occa- 
pion of jealousy to theij: haughty masters,' 
and in finding means continually to satisfy 
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the insatiable ayariGe of a visir ot. other prin- 
cipal oflScer of the Porte. The idea of pro-^ 
motiog the happiness of the people who are 
subject to him, the design of studying, th^ 
means which might contribute to such a. purr 
pose, never yet entered the mind of a hosr 
, podar. » The simplfest efforts towards such an 
object would be sufficient to increase the 
yoke already sustained in this unhappy 
country. A cruel and barbarous policy will 
not permit the Ottomans to endure, on their 
frontier an enlightened, rich, and flourish- 
ii)g people ; and the frequent rev>olutions of 
the seraglio, and the no less frequent de- 
positions of their pr^nce^, their wars, the 
lawless licence of the Turkish soldiery, have 
all contributed to their present condition. 
All these calamities have diffused terror and 
consternation in the minds of a people desr 
titute of support from without, and of 
strength within, and have rendered them 
timid, inactive, and. servile. 

Such is the vicissitude of humaa concerns. 
The descendants of the Romans^ . of th« oo-' 
Iqny; settled by the emperor TraJMi^ir^thoje 
pijrts, after having vanquished its qriginal 
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possessors, are' become the slaves of a favi?^ 
barous people, who by their illustrious an^ 
oestors were unheard of* They have lost 
withr their liberty the taste of sciences,' arts, 
and industry. The monuments of such an*» 
eestors, some vestiges of which are still ex- 
isting in the country, far from n^^king the 
least impression on these degenerate descen- 
dants, have left them as much strangers to 
every sentiment of glory as they are inca^ 
pable of reviving their former gmndeur. 
' Though Walachia, no more than other 
southern countries^ has escaped the inva^ 
sions and inundations of barbarous nations^ 
yet the Roman name and languajge have 
ever been preserved in it. The inhabitants 
still call themselves Romans. The same of 
Walachians is without doubt a Scl^voniaq 
name adopted by the Turks* The present 
. Walaphians being a mixture of several ri^ 
^ns^ their language also is mixed with 
a quantity of terms, so mueh disfigured, that. 
4t is very often quite imposssible to tra<?e 
their origin. Each barbarous natio^i has left 
Jn it some of its own language, and a tn^t 
#gM»|ipg jargon is the result of ^ ^h($!^ 



together* Meanwfefle, th« Ifeoman langiiagiit, 
has finally been pailimo\iht ; but wfthb«rf 
experiencing a better fate in Walachia tbati 
in the other countries in whieh it ^rmerly 
prevailed ; it is e^en much more cdrruptc*! 
in Walachia than in most other places* 

The Walachians iare in general tali> well 
btdlt^ robust^ and of a very wholesdme ooife* 
plexion. Diseases are very rare amon^t 
them; and ^the plague, though so frequefil 
in TuAey, has never been known in^Wala- ' 
ehia^ ^kcepting in times of war, when this 
disease is bfcolght among them by the troops 
who come from Asia. 

It is melancholy to consider, that so beau- 
tiful and fertile k country, situate in so' Hhtf 
a climate, and inhabited by beingi of tK3s 
description^ should be so thinly peopled. 
I am persuaded that the country is capaMe 
of subsisting five or six times more inhabi- 
tants than it at present c6iktains. Its poptf- 
lation> far from increasing, has bden diiiii- 
nishing for a great nutnlier ' of\ years ; the 
principal reasons for '^hldh are easily con-! 
ceived:-— the despotic^ government 6f'ffle 
Turks? the tzXts ^hidhnWJ^pb^^ 
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Ifged to levy on the cou'ntry, to be enabled^ 
to pay the annual tribute, and to buy power- 
ful friends at the court of the grand-signior; 
the tyrannical manner of collecting these 
faxei» ; the oppressions of the boyards, who 
take revenge on their vassals for the sove- 
teign contempt with which they are treated 
by the Turks ; the frequent wars in which 
the Porte has been engaged, the . conse- 
quences of which have been so sensibly felt 
by Walachia, and of which it has often been 
^he theatre ; the barbarities and cruelties ex-* 
ercised by the soldiery in times of war ; the 
plague itself, which frequently follows ia^ 
their train; — 'this combined multitude of 
d^^uctive evils, any single one of which is 
sufficient to lay waste and depopulate the. 
most flourishing country, contributes in equal 
portions to. diminish the number of the in-^ 
habitants of this province, and every day to 
increase their emigration. The wise and be-- 
nevolent poliqy of their neighbours receives^ 
tliem with open arm$; and Transylvania, in-, 
particular, has derived many advantages- 
fcofli these forced or voluntary emigration^ 
gf the it^abitants, who in the similarity of 
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the soil> manniers^ , and^ language of Tran-' 
sylvania, acknowledge^ a, tecond country,' 
and a government less subject to such fatal 
revolutions. ^ ' » 

• The manners of tlie Walachians, as far* aff^ 
I have been able^to judge of them, are sim- 
ple, and neither embellished' iiop sullied by 
art. They have pretty closely imitated the' 
Turks, the^ -masters, for the most part adopt*^ 
ing theifr dress and modes of living. Tem- 
perate in their repasts, they prefer vegetaWes 
to fruits, and fruits to the mo^t delicate 
meats. Their houses, as* 1 believe I « haxte 
aheady mentioned, asehuiltcand arranged^ii 
the Turkish manHcr^iparticwiarly tkosc/tf^ 
the boyards.ahd \persctos -of ' fortune^ iitis 
very unusual to see panes of glai^'dniithe 
windows of the hou3eS'';in Walachia^ \ the 
bladders-: <t>f pigs ^ beingrused sbs ) a^ subsist 
tute for it. 1 The. rooms .inhabited' by ::th0 
women have lalways this, kind of windowi;? 
for 'the ' Walachiahs, as riwell as. the Tpnks; 
conceal their wbinen, aicid ,exer&^:the * utmost 
care to hidejthem from ttelcurtous .obstova^ 
tion of -atrangfcfs^ which awiseqiically rdudfira 
gallantry aqjueStion of gEeater ,diffipHlty.^^and 
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tefinemetit in each of these cou&tnes**^ fheic 
virtues and their vices bear strong tesem^ 
bkhce to each other« . The Walit€hian% like^ 
the Turks, are very hospitable among theoM ' 
selves^ but reserved towards strangers. Hos» 
pitality is the more necessary in Walaachia, as 
there are very few, if any, public inns to be 
found in it : it is therefore much to be wished 
that this virtue became a general practice* 

The Walachians are very fond of wine^ 
They are an idle and covetous, but, i^on tibe 
wbole, respectable people^ If there are. anji 
common cheats among them, they almoal 
always prove to beArm^ians, Greeks^ os 
Jewsi who, as well here as every^ whece else^^ 
excel m the means of enridmg themsehe^ 
at tlie expense of otheis. 
' What I have just said of the moral cha« 
racter of the Walachians, and of their maiaH 
ners and customs, should be understood td 
extend only to the largest pottioAaQf thi&joa^ 
tipn ; for their persons of distinction, thek 
courtiers, and their wealthy inhabitants, 
wholly imitate the Turks, and. per&ctly xe^ 
semble then, with the except^ only of 
the unavoidable difierence which ahvays re^ 
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suteivhete the reli^on is notthe saftie. The 
Waiachlans, as -yrell as the Moldavians, fol- 
low the Greek ritual, . but are as ignorant in 
matters of religion as in all other useful 
knowledge- And this is not surprising:^ — an 
illiterate mifid, unaccustomed to every kind 
of reflexion, cannot possibly, escape super- 
stition. It attaches itself to external cefe-^ 
monies, and blindly believes what false- 
hood is interested to impose. Phantoms, 
torcerers, demons, and a thousand other ab- 
surdities engendered by credulity and igno- 
rance, and despised by enlightened nations, 
preserve their whole empire in Walachia. 
So long as the Walachians shall be no better 
instructed, and so long as they have no bodks 
af merit, it cannot b^ expected that this peo- 
ple can escape being permanently immersed 
hi their present slate of ignorance and dark- 
ness. They have in general no books among; 
them, except such as relate to their public 
worship, written half in the Greek and Half* 
m the Sclavonic character, and for the most 
part printed either in Poland or in Transyl- 
funia. The priests themselves are abso- 
lutely destitute of erudition or knowledge, 

T 
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the whojp circle of their science extendinjj 
no further than their being able to read and 
write. 

The history of the human mind is every 
where the same. The first age of any peo- 
ple is an age of barbarism and superstition* 
Philosophy arrives with slow and tardy steps 
in the rear of luxury and pubUc wealth, and 
thus delivers nations from the fetters which 
Ignorance, imposition, and policy, had im-- 
posed upon them in early ages, and which 
the genial climate of a more enhghtened agq 
never fails "to dissolve. It will be Jong yet 
before the age of illumination reaches the 
borders of Walachia. 

About ten o'clock in the evening wet 
reached the banks of the Danube, where we 
found three small vessels which our quarter- 
master general had prepared for our passage. 
We proceeded to supper at the house of the 
michmander *, who had erected a tent to re- 
ceive us at a small distance from the river# 
Here we were obliged to remain till eight 

* Thenrichmarider is an officer, one^of whose special func-r 
tions it- is ta receive apd entertain the ambassadors vrho pai## 
through his di&trict. / <'. 



O^clock the next morning before our car- 
riages were ready to proceed upon the jour- 
ney; 

Wednesday, VMay/ we dismissed our Turk- 
ish guides, who were transported to think 
that they had at length reached ^ the Hmits 
of their charge, and to be able to return 
home with their oxeui which were extretne- 

» 

ly fatiguedi Upon entering. Moldavia> we 
found hor'ses ready to convey us> and we 
were not long before we felt the agreeable 
effects of this alteration ; for it w^ not above 
half an hour before we reached Galatz, or 
Galatschci at the distance of four werstes 
from the residence of the michmarider* We 
were here quartered in the houses of the in- 

» 

habitants, and no longer subject to the incon- 
veniences of an encampment. Our apart- 
ments were not very large, but were in ge- 
neral characterised by a conspicuous air of 
order and neatness. The houses are of wood, 
and constructed after the Moldavian manner, 
with the roof projecting, some way beyond 
the walls, to defeqd the persons within from' 
the heat of the sun. We were every where 
received with great cordiality aiid politeness 

t2 ' 
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by the Moldavian boyapds, and found them 
every where attired in their habits of ce^ 
remony; that is, a pelisse, and a sort of 
very loose caftan, with white breeches, and 
boots yellow or black. Their caps were 
in the fof m of a cylinder^ terminating at the 
top with four flattened corners^ and encircled 
oh the sides with strips of the skin of the 
Astracan sheep. The whole of this accoutre* 
ment is in so bad a taste^ and so powerfully 
co-operates ^j^ith the natural idleness of the 
people^ th^ I have been constantly shocked 
with it whenever I have had occasion to de- 
scribe it in the course of this narrative. A cir- 
cumstance sufficiently ridiculous respecting 
these slaves in pelisse is, that they persuade 
themselves that their manner of dressing is 
the most magnificent that >t is possible to be- 
hold. They pretend that the rest of the Eu- 
ropeans, with their short and scanty skirts^ 
look like so many rope-dancers. A boyard 
on horseback, with his short stirrups, his 
knees drawn up to his nose, and his head 
nodding from side to side, like the Chinese 
images that we often see among the orna- 
ments of our * cabinets, conceives his appear* 
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ance to be in the highest de^ee awful an4 
iinpressiye. It is forbidden in tne courts of 
the princes of Wakchia and Moldavia to 
wear a cap of the same colour as that of (he 
prince and his sons. I have been told of a 
Moldavian nobleman, who was confined in 
prison several days, and on the point of re- 
ceiving the falangue *, that is to say, blows 
oti the soles of' the feet, for having worn a 
dress of a better taste than that used by onjet 
of the last sovereigns, called Gregory Gika. 
Whilst this vile slave, dressed like ai princef 
«ays fields-marshal de Romanzow, for a bribe 
fjf some hundred ducats, ^suffers murder and 
tohbetyi to escape unpunished.... To such a height 
have the cupidity and barbarous ignorance of 
these ridiculous sovereigm, adds the same aii* 
thor, carried th^ir excesses. 

The arrival of the ambassador was aft* 
nounced by several volleys of artillery, and 
by peals of bells from the churches; of 
which there are four built of very handjsome 

^ This bastinado is administered in the' following Banner: 
The culprit lies on the ground, and two men hgld his legs 
in the aio whilst two others strike upon the naked soles of his 
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free-Stone. The hospodar had sent his secre^- 
tary Kodrik to mfeet M. de Kotuzow, and 
had prepared the m6st considerable house in 
Galatz for his residence. 

We had scarcely entered the town when 
I saw carrying along on a cart the royid 
Jishf one of the largest that is caught i^ 
the Danube, and weighing several quintals. 
What astonished me the most in this little 
town, which I visited in the evening, was, to 
find it ' in so flourishing a state after the 
horrible ravages which took place in it m 
the course of the last war, when, by the 
ordex of general Kamenskoi, it was almost 
totally reduced to ashes. It is at present 
entirely rebuilt, and contains a considerable 
number of Russians. This town, as well a$ 
most others in Moldavia, exhibits a long 
range of shops on each side of every street^ 
The industrious activity of the inhabitants^ 
find its advantageous situation on the Danube^ 
which forms hqre a very handsome porti 
will no dpubt before long restore it to its 
ancient celebrity, and even increase it^ 
importance, unless the occurrence of a new 
w^r should again plunge it intq misfortune^ 
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iFhe most consiaerable commerce pF . Mol- 
davia is carried on in this place, and a very 
great quantity of foreign ships arrive in it 
two or three times a year^ and again leave it 
for the Black Sea, and the coasts of Egypt and 
Barbary, whither they carry wood, honey, 
wax, butter, saltpetre, and grain. The Da-?' 

^ * 

nube is for the most part wedged in as it were 
In thitJ place, the shores being steep, and so 
il^ar each other a^ to make the passage nar**' 
row. There are, however, some spots wheref 
tbe Water has more power to diffuse itself 
Over the ground. We observed in the envi- 
roriSi^f this town a multitude of workmen 
occupied in constructing ships; and nothing is 
t^n on all sides but wood, beams and diffe- 
fent materials connected with ships and 6ther 
fiCi^titime objects. We very soon perceived*^ 
that Moldavia, in the beauty of its climate 
aiid the advantages of its situation, merited 

r 

a ' decided preference over the country w$ 
had just left, 

'I believe I ought to observe, that there k 
no river in Europe more agreeable and use- 
ftil to the provinces it waters than the Da- 
nube* ' It unites all the advantages and con- 
Teniences that can be by any river b^stowec^ 






^€«jl^a^Jy coji^try- It is Impcmhh io ^^t^ 
^yepn tfiis. river-T^as distinguisheii^by ite^agso 
.^d ^xtent^ as calculajl^d by ite ^lu^ion io 
favour the most extensive commerce feetwe^n 
apart of Asia and Europe — ^\vithoi|t cqinfew- 
ing ,tb*t Walachia and Mold^s^ia have.im- 
ceived from nature, in favour of thei^ jOWifl* 
merce, all the advantages thatotfei^r icotto* 
tries procure at a vast expepe^^ by meaqi of 
canals, the forcing and support pf whi«h 
require large sums of money. These twso 
countries^ by means of this and the^ Qtbflf 
rivers whi^h flow into them, might with fftmt 
ease engage in most advantageous entery 
prises :, for seeing on one side^ toward^ rtbo^ 
£^st, thec^^pital of a great and rich fmfifSSM 
ai^.on the otheri towards the west, 9.11 tlje 
arts and fabrics in high perfection, it is easy, 
to conceive to what degree of prosperity 
the commCTpe of Walachia and Molda¥4» 
CQuld be carried ; and it is impossible tipt. t^ 
regret that the people who inhabit th^fl 
countries do not possess that spirit of indus^ 
fry, activity, and labour, which is its bapis. 

We rested two days at Galatz, At sonic 
distance fram thence, towards thti eastern 
mouth of the Siretb, ^ we discovered tlw 
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ireixiaifis <rf tin ancient town, now eaHe^ 
Ofaierghiiia. The coins or medals found ia 
it seem to indicate that it was built ib the 
time of Trajan. Eyery individual of the 
caHibassy, /both young and old, thought the 
wine excellent, and that it deserved the 
praises they bestowed on it That with, 
which- the Turks had hitherto furnished ui 
was in general veiy bad; which was ocoa^ 
sioned by the rapacity of our principal pur* 
veyor, who kept the money allowed for 
purchasing wines of the best quality, ami 
|)*oeured us those of the lowest price. 

Towards the decline of day, we witnessed 
TBI spectacle under the windovrs of the ^psat^ 
ment we occupied, which for^a short tito/t 
caused us the liveliest inquietude. A neigb« 
tK>uring house, built of wood, suddenly tooK 
^e; and it was to the indefatigable activityr 
of the Russians belonging to the embass]^ 
^at the larger part of the town owed its pre- 
servation, in a moment when it was thj»^tfr» 
ened with unavdidable destruction. Oil 
Friday the bacha, with the michmandc^i 
^ined at the ambassador's. 

About five o'clock on Saturday, -^i^^^ 
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we left Galatz with the horses which had 
been furnished, to draw our equipages; and. 
we were already at a certain distance from 
the town before we could forget our admi-» 
ration at the rapidity with which it has 
been raised from its ruins. The great 
number of churches situated along the Dat 
nube, which in this place is in some mea- 
sure diffused over the grounds, was also af| 
object of general interest to us. 

It was near eight o'clock when we ar-» 
rived at oiir quarters at Pineva, situated in a 
handsome and fertile plain, on the banks df 
a small lake formed by the Danube. This 
village is surrounded by a^ great number of 
well cultivated orchardsr There are in this 
canton, as well as in several other parts of 
Moldavia, a great number of Tartars an<f 
Kussians, who settled there at the conclugioi> 
6f the last war, Not being able to obtain a* 
bed-room, I was obliged to accommodatei 
myself under my tent, in the court of a' 
Moldavian, upon whose apartment I was^ 
\Ui^vill}iig to intrude. He was a peasant in 
very comfortable circumstances, and hishabiy 
tation announced perfect order and ecandmy^ 
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The ifoad which conducts to.Puzeni being 
very difficult and fatiguing, from the great- 
number of mountains which continually oc* 
cur, and having more than forty werstcjs to. 
travel on this day, we left our station afc 
Pineva on Sunday morning soon after sun? 
^isidg. We continued along a plain at a 
small distance from the little river Berlat, 
and encountered several places choked with 
deep sands, which rendered our route ext 
tremely troublesome, I remarked that all 
the country was in a high state of cultiva-' 

s 

tion. On this road we met with a prodi- 
gious quantity of villages, gardens, and fruit- 
trees, that appeared to me to exceed every 
thing of this sort I had observed, in the coursQ 
of our travels. 

Towards nine o'clock in the morning W9 
passed the Berlat, over a wooden bridge, in 
our way to the village of Tekutsch, situate^ 
in a charming country, where we foimd very 
convenient and comfortable accommoda-*^ 
tions; which we had scarcely entered, wheu 
the ringings of be|ls from the church an- 
nounced the arrival of the ambassador. The 
inhabitants came to meet us with twp baonent 



284 

unfurled, and the hetman ♦ ait their head^ in 
a car drawn by two strong and handsome 
horses. Before the war, this village con- 
tained more than eight hundred houses ; but 
scarcely the eighth part of them are. now in 
existence : .almost all of those it at present 
contains are newly built, of which there was 
no appearance whatever when we passed 
through the same spot the preceding year. 
The happy effects of peace are already sen-^ 
sibly felt in every quarter. 

If through a well understood policy thes 
two provinces of Walachia and Moldavia 
were to become subject to some considerable 
neighbouring power, it would be easy to 
foresee and explain by what means the 
country might become one of the finest 
cantons of Europe. The colonies that WQuld 
be sent there would have no cause for ap*^ 
prehending the same inconveniences and 
misfortunes as have been experienced by 
those of Astracan, because they would be 
removed to a shorter distance, and would 

' * The title of hetman answers in Molda^via to that of 
CfKnmandant of citjc^ militia, just as, in the Ukraine, it meanft 
ehief of the Cossacks. 
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have all the resources of civilised Europe 
to hope for. They might likewise avoid 
the inconveniences to which the establish*^ 
ments of the Bann^t of Terneswar have 
been subjected, by being more jufdiciou* 
in the choice of the lands to be fixed on 
for their habitation. In this view the tracts 
of Walachia and Moldavia on the Danube, 
are the most favourable, and the climate 
itself the most salutary of any to be met 
with. Nothing more would be necessary 
than to drain the lands, and to carry off 
the stagnant waters, in order to purify the 
atmosphere, and rendier the soil more pro- 
per for cultivation. The opening the mines 
and clearing the woods, the tilling the 
grounds, and cultivating vines* and fruit- 
trees in a more skilful manner, -would be 
objects which in the space of a few years 
might enrich two hundred thousand indigent 
families, who are at present condemned to 
idleness and want, and bring into the coffers 
of the sovereign more than sixty millions 
of livrcs. The nature of the soil of the plains 
and hills exhibits in general such favoura- 
ble properties, that plantations might almost 
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toy where and indiscriminately he formed 
#f rice, tobacco, or sugar — productions that 
are foreign to ' our continent, and singularly 
calculated to siicbeed in this soil. In this 
corner of Europe would then be collected 
almost every object of cultivation known irt 
the globe. The desert, which extends from 
Jassy to the Dniester^, and to the frontier 
of Podlakia, in a space of twenty leagues in 
breadth and thirty in length, offers one of 
the best soils that it is possible to meet with 
for the cultivatioj^! of barley, wheat, and 
orchards. There is not a single tree in all 
this^ space ; but the land is covered with high 
Verdant grass, which every where announces 
the abundance of productive salts with which 
it is impregnated. This land is undulated 
4S)n all sides by an infinity of small hills> with 
springs of water at every step. Nothing 
could be easier than to plant orchards in it* 
or even woods, either of which would sue- 
cecd extremely well. 

In another respect, these two provinces^ 
offer a new branch of commerce to the, 

* • , 

other nations of Europe. Bounded by the 
Dnjyester and the Danube^ both of which 
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Ibiaw inta ther Bkick Sea> thehr- potts i?€cc^y« 
ships from the Mediterranean ^ which caa 
arrive in three days from the Bosphorlis to 
Galat^ and Brailow. The ships of Bavaria,* 
Austria, and Hungary, might all, in a short 
time, be received there^ Hitherto ho com-* 
jnerce has been attempted in these parts hf 
foreigners with the Walachians and Molda* 
viahs. The Greeks and the Turks are the 
only pations who to the present time have 
any concerns with them ; and the enterprises 
Qf these have been so feeble and languid^ 
that the advantages which have resulted from "^ 
them have been almost nothing, in compa- 
rison with those Which might easily be 
realised. Time, which brings about every 
kind of revolution, may naturally bp ex- 
pected to produce one in these two prb*< 
vinces; but is not such an individual revo-* 
lution essentially connected with the fate o^ 
tihe Ottoman empire in Europe? This ques** 
lion can be decided only by the event. - 
. We were at more than forty werstes ftoxA 
Fockschani, when we discovered the moun-C 
tains on which it is situated, in the districtr 
df Slam-Ribhik, belonging to tlie hospodar. 
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A ffisati arm of the Milkow funs throtigfi it^\ 
which' separates Walachia from Moldavia^ 
and divides the town into two parts. In that 
whjich is subject to Walachia we reckoned 
fourteen churches, six of which were built 
of brick, and a convent subject to the 
Greek archbishop of Saloniqa^ capital of 
Macedonia. ^ 

Fockschani was formerly a considerable 
conimercial place, in which were paid the 
duties levied on the merchandize sent out , 
of the two principalities ; but it was burnt by 
Ae Turks during the last war.- It was at a^ 
short distance from this town that the Rus*. 
jazns gained over the. latter a decided Tictory. 
We perceived from a great distance the diffe- 
rent mountains on which it is situated. At 
Airty werstes from thence, or thereabout, is 
the convent of Otobetschsti, which is subject 
to the archimandrite of this town. The road , 
ivas pretty nearly the same as when we passed 
through it the preceding year. 

On Tuesday the tV May, as we had forty- - 
five werstes to travel, we quitted Tekutsch 
at sun-rising, and proceeded along the Ber- 
lat. Crossmg the plains, we discovered many. 
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^illag&s and houses ; and what caused \i^ no 
less * pleasure, was the flourishing state of 
c}\lltivation this fcountry ^exhibited. We had 
tepeated opportunities of remarking as we>/ 
Went along, that the vicinity and tiumerouj 
felatiotis of the Russians with the Molda* 
Vians had pfodifced the greatest influence ' 
on the character and manners of the latter, 
trhey manifest the utmost eagerness io divide 
ftf^ir abode with the Muscovites^ and theffc 
b every appearance that this good intelTi* 
gitice will daily increase. We were equalty 
irfS^uck with the resemblance which exists ifi 
the features of the dne and the dther, though 
ft very short time has elapsed since these two 
people began to Intermingle^ 

Oh the road there are a few liini^ sca^-/ 
teted here and there^ kept by peasants with ^ 
1^'^liom the traveller is sure at least of being 
Itccbmmodated with bi*ead arid wine, the " 
adVantdge of which is more sensibly felt, as 
they are very rarely met \Vith iii pther dan- ' 
i0iis, and but lately established even on this 

road* ■ ' 

After 'having journeyed for almost two . 
liours, we began to perceive that the country 
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bepame more mountainous and woodyi The 
V ioad lay between busbes plaijited' in tight 
lines, assuming the appearance of avenues^ 
gpd in other places across lands ai^ » fields 
pQW^d with grain of different sorts. . Xhii 
varied succession of hills, plains, and. fieWs 
covered with maize, the verdure of, which: ij 

' - 4 • » 

^;!j:tremely agreeable, appeared like ,^o. many 
English gardens, which we contemplated 
With the most soothing satisfaction, AUth^ 
road as far as Berlat was pretty nearly the 
same. In this place we. occupied the.saia$ 
apartments as in the preceding year. Thf 
comparing them with those we hadj'ust left 
at Tekutsch gave them the appearance , of 
being smaller and aneaner than they really 
were. However, the inhabitants of Bcirlaib 
are much more comfortable in their clrcum* 
stances than those of Tekutsch t and it is inv 
possible to understand better than they dd 
every thing that concerns rural ecojijoray^ 
We crossed. by a wooden bridge the littlfe 
river Berlat, which in this place., winds 
through a delightful valley. The amhas^ 
sador was no sooner arrived aHd (^tablisijhed 
in the pleasant Hpuse he had occupied ijte 
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yeir before, than^ the Moldavian boyardiy 

reirident here eagerly hastened to pay their 

respects to him. ^ 

We* had tested two days when the consul-* 

general of Jassy, M. de Severin, arrived at 

B^rlat for the purpose of congratulating 

M. de Kotusow on his safe arrival. This 

interview teing foundejd on the; simple mo- 

w* • • ■ ' •• 

tive of politeness, nothing passed m it that 

appears to me w^orthy of remark, 

: On Friday -i^ May, about five o'clock In 

the tnorning, we left Berlat, and directed 

our march through a valley which stretches 

amongst tilled lands and meadows, as far as 

the neighbourhood of the little village of Do- 

kolina, where the country assumes a different 

. appearance, and is considerably finer. We 
here found a quantity of trees and brush- 
wood, which, cover the two banks of the 
Berlat, in which direction we procefeded, 
but at a certain distance from the river itself. 
Amongst these wooudy portions of land we 
frequently discovered meadows filled with 

^ grass, the height of which indicated the fer- 
tility of the soil. It was not nine o'clock' 
when we arrived in the little hamlet where 

u2 ' ' 
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\ve were pbliged to encamp. After havittgl 
Cr6ssed the Berlat by a wooden bridge, We 
saw at a small distance from the shore a 
large quantity of bee-hives. The cultiva- 
tion of bees i$ a very common occupation 
in Moldavia, and those 'persons who follow 
it are amply recompensed by the great 
Quantity of hon6y and wax they produce. 

0^ Sattirday, towards four o'clock in the 
^orning, we quitted out camp, and still pro- 
teeded along the same valley, at a sniall 
distance from the Berlat. After an iiour** 
match we arrived in a swampy bottom, 
crossed by a kmd of long bridge formed of 
thick planks laid by the side of each other. 
Quitting this toad, which was not nearly s(> 
good and smooth as that of the preceding 
day, we again found ourselves near the 
Berlat, whose banks afford the most pleasing 
view, being almost every where adorned 
with woods ; it flows in an irregular course, - 
here near the hillocks and mountains, there 
across beautiful plaint or in the middle of a 
thick and retired forest, and ha« always the 
appearance of returning to its original seat, 
as if unwilling to abandoi^ so beautiful a 
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Spot. There are very few countries in Europe^ 
or at least I am unacquainted with any, iij 
which the distribution of plains, hills, and 
mountains, is so admirably calculated for the 
purposes of agriculture and perspective as in 
Moldavia. The face of nature is grander 
and more majestic in Switzerland; but here 
she is more soft and alluring, if I may veji- 
ture to use thi§ expression, * 

Our road lay along the side of the moun- 
tain that faces this river, which i& bordefecT 
with woods, extending towards the road, 
The warblings of a great number of night- 
ingales, and other birds of different kind§^ 
added new charms to this beautiful raorni 
ing; so that we reached almost insensibly^ 
the town of Waslui, situated pn an enjinencp 
in a mountainous and woody country. 

The position of this little town is infinitely 
finer than that of Berlat. It is washed by 
^he small river of the same name, which 
ifuns at the foot of the nK>untain.* Ouy 
quarters* on this day were at least as good 
as those we enjoyed at Tekutsch* We were 
JB the hoqs^ of the cadi of the town, 1$ 
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was with great difficulty we prevailed tipon 
hini to quit the apartment he occupied with 
his family. ^ We regretted the more the in- 
convenience we caused him^ as it lasted till 
Sunday, on account of the stay we made in 
this place. 

I took advantage of this day of repose to 
ramble about the pleasant environs of this 
town, and to visit a small village at a short 
distance^ The culture of the ground is in 
general well understood in this canton; and * 
the Moldavians would pursue this object to 
a still higher degree of pferfcction, if they * 
were not from tiwe to time obliged to quit 
their houses, on account of the continual 
wars, of which this country is the theatre. 
I next gained a small wood, filled with the 
inost beautiful trees, and a considerable num- 
ber of birds, whose notes appeared to me 
equally sweet and various. After having 
proceeded for about an hour, I arrived a:t 
a bridge which crosses the Berlat; on the 
other side of which I met with plains, here 
and there intersected with mountains covered 
with wood* As night was advancing^ twas 
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obliged to give up my walk, in spite of the 
plqai^ure it aftbrded me, and. to xesume the 
road to Waskii. 

The next day, being obliged to travel .twp 
long stages, we quitted *our quarters at fdur 
o'clock in the morning, still proceeding 
along the same valley, where we had to 
Cross some gentle acclivities. To our right 
we beheld nothing but woods, which, with 
the exception of a few tolerably well cul- 
tivated fields, occupied all the breadth of 
the valley. The banks of the Berlat and 
tlie Bachlui, which run along these woods, 
iare in general extremely rough and steep. 
About half way through the valley, we 
passed near the iittle village of Unts-' 
cheschty, surrounded witli woods, which 
fofm a sort of amphitheatre. In this place 
the ambassador stopped and breakfasted. We 
then again pursued the same route in th^ 
valley, till we arrived in the environs of 
Skkttey, where we encamped. This little 
village is situated on the declivity of a moun- 
tain J and at a small distance from it are 
masy thick woods, and a great number of 
considerable villages. 
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We Icrfft oui cainp tl^e next d*y 9l|out «w< 
o'clock^ ajttd took a direction towards a fpre^ 
which surrounded us qn all sides. Aft^ hav^ 
ing crossed several wooden ttndges over the 
Bachlui,wereachcd aroad much moremoun- 
tainous and difficult than that we* had hith^to 
followed. From the highe$t pa^^t of tjiie last 
of these mountains we discovered the whole 
town of Jassy, and soon after perceived seve^ 
ral Moldavians on horseback coming to n^eet 
us, carrying two. banners, and long lancef< 
similar to ^hose of the Cossacks pf the Don* 
It was past eight" o'clock when vi^e arrived 
. a^ our cijimp, pitched beyond a wood, at five 
werstes from theJpwn, and surrounded on 
thtOQ sides by mountains and woods, l^i^ore 
us were several vine inclosures, and a great 
pumber of pretty country houses. Qi^ ih^ 
jnountain the nearest to us we perceived % 
ponvent, which had served for an hospital tp 
our tropps during the last war, The amhas^ 
§ad0r w^s lodged in a kind of underground 
cellar^ to which two staircases conducted. 
We s^ere i^ sooner e^j-ftbiished in this situat 
tion than severa| Moldavian boyards arrived^ 
accoppanyjng the nephew q( thei pfince. 
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wbo all again departed as sdoo n tbey had 
paki their visit to the ambassador. 

On Wednesday the ^4 May. we disposed 
our retinue for our entrance into jassy. 
The. ambassador was on horseback. W% 
had scarcely run over the small space of 
ground which remained of our journey for 
this day, before we reached an elevation froin 
which we obtained a complete view of this 
ferg^ city. Very near this place we met 
with an assemblage of Bohemians^ encamped 
along the road on our right. 

The Bohemians, called also sigans, or cy** 
ganisj travel in troops, like the Tartars, and 
employ themselves in seeking, amongst the 
(ands of different rivers, such as the Motra, 
Bistrica, and others of which I have already 
spoken, small pieces of gold, which furnish 
them with means of paying their Annual 
tribute. These zigans are the only slaves 
in all Moldavia and Walachia. Those he^ 
longing to the prince are the. raudars or 
tearpenters, the owruirs^ and the laiMhit^ 
The oursars have received this name from 
tine bears they lead about the country for 
gain. They are also farrier;. The Uiackis 



x^otk on copper, and, b^klcs, apply theiiiJ- 
selves to all sorts of Ipw trades* The t^tras^ 
or tl^ose who live in houses.andiniiabit vil- 
lages,^ are exempted from the tribute^ and 
work only for their masters. 

With respect to the zigunrrmdars of th<^ 
hpspodar, they pay a tribute of gold for: the 
privilege of fishing in the rivers, and the 
others an annual tribute. The zigati'^mtvas 
belonging to individuals are subjected to the 
discretion of their masters. Almost all ;of 
them live under tents, and change the place 
of their abode according to the exigenc)/^ 
of iheir affairs, and their views for pjkyii»g 
the tax they owe to the prince, . \ > > 

The hospodar had fixed near Jassy, as. in 
the preceding year, several tents, in which 
he treated his new guest arid his retinue with ' 
equal politeness and magnificence* This 
prince, accompanied by a great number of . 
the inhabitants of the town and persons at* 
tacked his court, advanced half a leagued 
Ito xneet us, always observing the customary 
ord^r. The procession was opened by Mol- 
davian infantxy and cavalry- Then followed* ' 
sevg^Jiboyardsiron horseback^ f9Uowed by* 1^ 
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quantity of other horses decked in tfieit 
richest housings. The hospodar closed the 
inarch, in a state-coach drawn by six white 
horses, and escorted by a certain number of 
his Turkish guards.' 

Our camp, which was disposed with equ&l 
order and cleanliness, was placed in a situa- 
tion commanding a view of the town, and 
in the vicinity of a magnificent gaVden. We 
assembled about noOn iat the ambassador's, 
where we were treated with a most splendid 
dinner, at which the Moldavian boyards, as 
well as the hospodar, were present, Music; 
accompanied by singing, played during th6 
whole time of the dinner, affording us greater 
pleasiire than thfe concerts we had heard 
among the Tqrks. It must not, however, 
be understood, that there were amongst thenff 
either the skilful masters of Germany, or the 
virtuosos of Italy, The whole talent of these 
musicians consisted in executing little airs' 
or rondeaus that are commooly sung in the 
country. Walking about the environs of the 
town towards the evening, I was enchanted 
with" the activity exercised by these podr 
Moldavians in rebuilding their houses, that 
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Jkad been totsAly destroyed during the 
• wan > . -^ 

The uext day we had a gala and hall at 
|he hospodar's. The entertainment took place 
in the same apartment ift which thp treaty 
of peace had been concluded. There? were 
present a great numhfer of boyards dressed in 
their habits of ceremony. The prince is a 
little man with a pleasing countenance^ to 
wiiich his long white beard gave an air, of 
gravity, which is common to all the Turkish 
ophlemen. He was seated with his ,wife and 
all his family after the custom of the cpun**'- 
try> tliat 13 tp say, wjth tHeir legs, crossed on 
large cushions, in an apartment near tp tj^iat 
where the gala was held. During the repast, 
in which every thing was conducted with 
^^ strictest ceremony, musip was intro^ 
duced, which lasted till the evening, at which 
time the ladies began to danc^. 

The Moldavian dances diflfer very mueI^ 
|pora thoae of other nations. Th^y do not 
dance two or four together as L? France or 
Poland, but the men and women form a 
tarele, hplding each other by the hand, with 
iheir feet tyrped inwards; the. long re^ 
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* * breeches of the men reaching Adwn to theif 
heels ; the ladies covered from the shoulder^ 
to below the waist with a pelisse, the fur of 
which is outside, and which giv^s them the 
Appearance of a vast size at the belly attd 
a compressure at th6 knees. In this postliW 
they mote their arms methodically; and* ^S 
it were by springs* Their feet go bafckwartfe 
and forv^ards, and pass at the s&me momcmt 
from bfeforcto behind, and from behind X6 
before. The back round, the neck stltf, ' thii 
eye melancholy and fixed; they turn ill 
cadence from time to time, from the rigtt 
to the left, and from the left to the right, 
^his dance is very amusing, and is* called dife 
tkora. When tile dancers form simply a Idmg 
chain, joining hands, and fhfen quitting each 
other for each dancer to make the steps 
and movements he pleases, it is called simply 
dantsch, a Polonese expression, which, with 
lis, answers to what we call the galopadd 
or rather the anglaisc. ' This last is the most 
in Usage in Moldavian weddings. 
* Besides this dance, which is commbn Ott 
' days of festival, thiere is another which owes 
Its origin to superstition. The dancers should' 
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always be in an uneven nui^iber, and it,i3 
called kalutschenes. They assemble together 
once a-year, are dressed like women, and have 
the head crowned with wormwood, or some 
other plant. They imitate the feminine voige 
to avoid being known, and their faces are cor 
vered with a white veil. They hold a naked 
sword in their hand in readiness to strike 
any person who should have tlie. ^iu^iosity 
to attempt lifting up their veil ; and. what* 
ever consequences might result, would be 
taken no cognizance of by the laws. The 
iQonductor of this band of dancers is called 
staritza, and his coadjutor is called primi^ 
cerium. The employment of the latter is to 
ask the chief what dance h^ chooses to have 
executed, the name o( which he secretly 
communicates to the rest of the troop, so 
that the spectators hear nothing of it. Im- 
mediately begins the dance mentioned by 
the starit^a, the movements of which are 
as rapid and varied as the different figures 
formed by the dancers. These dances con- 
tinue during the ten days between the As- 
cension and WhitsuntidQ. Duripg all this 
time tliese dancers sleep no where but in the 
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ch^F^hcis, atid tlie people who follow- them 
are tbo much afriid of sorcerers to chbOse 
themselres a different lodging. 
• When one troop of kalutscke7tis tneets 
anoth^i', they mimediately fight. Tfte van- 
quished dre obliged to yield place to. the 
vHnquishenj; and the conditions of peace 
»re, that, duHng nine succeedihg year^, the 
vanquished troop shall acknowledge subjec- 
tion to the other. The law never iflter- 
feres in this^ arrangement, not even if any of 
the combatants should have perished in the 
contest^ Whoever associates himself to one 
x)f these troops, is obliged to reinain in it 
-for nine years. If he -leaves it before the 
expiration of that time, it is believed that 
evil spirits ^ will not fail to punish his dc- 
iertion. 

The superstitious portion of the people 
attribute to these katutschenes the power . of 
curing chronical diseases, and the cure is 
imderlaken in the followdng manner :-—Tte 
patient lies on the ground, and each dancdf, 
at a certain j)assage of the song which; fto 
c^ii)panie$ the dance; >yalks lightly over his 
bpdyfronj the head to the fiefef,. then mul- 
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tew totfte ttrotd^ in ^is car^ ^hibh *?e'i** 
teiided for ft sptfll to the diseas*^ arjd to con*-* 
j>el It to \Vithdrawi After having ttpdated' 
the sem6 ceremony during tht^t days^' rArf 
tt/re, add the people, is necessarily campktedi 
ftttd all that the most skilful physicians colild 
toot effect i^ thus brought about With thft 
Wiost tttiraculouB facility. Such i§ the rMi-* 
culous credulity of superstition* 

The next day I quitted the general quarters^ 
and lodged in a larger and more cbntehient 
apartment in the house of captain Ispfawriiki 
This €ourt officer k inspector to the prihCi^'i 
household, and purveyor of the bread ah^' 
<rther inferior expenses. On thii same daj^^ 
the ambassador sent presents tolhd hospbdaf 
•and to bis lady, by Lebedew, first secretarf 
and counsellor of states They consisted of ^ 
pelisse made of the sfciri of a black fox> and 
Valued at more than three hundred roubles f 
K^hh four marten skins froih Kamtschatka^ 
worth four hundred; an ermine fiij'/e^fJ^ 
jttiated at eighty ; and, in addition, ten potrtktls 
•«f tea> and the sam^ quantity of rjfeubarb. 
The presents for the princess were cofei 
j^edoftn^HigretM of diaiiiOAdsi %^ui^ at 
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fiwft^ (jf tea. f The l?«3tio4*r in return $ent 
to M. did Kotu£oxv sDni€. gfd^ wdtche^$.^ iet 

t^nvents. These are the only . modhtum^nts 
that are worth the trouble of noticing in this 
town. The firsti built in a modern cfon^rud^ 
ti0fi^ is deeorated with a greet numbet ;of 
Cohitnns which present no object worthy >Qf 
oufiosity. Thfe second is the conveatvpf'.the 
Three SmniSr ^ built by Wasilius^ hospodar 
of Moldavia* It: encloses. tiie relics of, St* 
Paiaskowy . Eighty workmen were oCicuple^ 
during fifty years in constructing it. . Ith 
ft very co^ider^le edifice^ aj^d: eisUv^bits 
^testiges of the i^ihotest antiquity. 
'- ?The quantity of ornaments ¥fht9.h b^lpng 
t& it all tlngad iri tbeordter of th^if r(^spfi5}T 
tiVt styks^ must histve been^afajoljg-ect ofl,|J9^^ 
ttite labour to the ardbkect whQi tX€cuted,|!ti 
These orilamente ire in genial yeyy b^y^f 
tiful, and . diteifcut^d with equal, skilj . ai]^ 
taste. 
tJh» architect ^vas 1^ ,iadiffQi(eili|]ly re-« 



J 
i 



4-. 



SOS 

edmp^ttsed f<)r;hii2ealaii4 ^^Uvity^ .to|il.4gp 
by the legend or in^rj^ltipn ,,|vhix;b .^^^^ 
exktSi It is said, that^ as soon as tixf lutd^ 
taking was finished, he wa& pattp de^tljL^ 
under the apprehension of his buil4ing^ ^a 
similar edifice in some other alac;e*« ... >, - 

In the evening there \i"as a. bajjl .aod 
supper at the ambassador's* All the.Molf 
davian boyards, with their ladies dexjor^t/^i 
with a large quantity of pearls and diamoQd^^ 
Were present at it, and al^o the hpspQcl^r/ 
Our Russian music was on this day ^u|>$tif 
tuted for that of the country, ^nd all thjj^ 
ladies agreed in according it the pref6* 
renf e it so justly deserves over that of J^plf 
davia. 

We did not quit Jassy to go on to Resinrt 
till about nine o'clock on Monday ihornin^i 
Otir departure was attended with the. usual 
pomp^ and a considerable escort of Mf^h 
dayians and principal officers of the, tpWn. 
The hospodar agaia repaired to ^.ca)Hip,}>je 
had pitched at a small distance, .wkj^iTq 
he.: gave, us an excellent. »nd mggniftc^nt 

: I am ttfiwiljiftg .40 qjoitihis capifeJt,qf Moj- 
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ikni'iviiUoxiik^^^ fe\*r' words dF the 

province in general, and without giving 
jSraie details in regard to the' form of its 
g6vernment> and the character of its in* 
liabitants, 

A small degree of attention to' the ahbient 
%istory and geography of thb country is . 
sufficient to recal to our fecdllection; that 
what is now called Moldavia, together with 
the countries lying to the west of this pro- 
vince^ was formerly occupied by the Scy- 
thians. Besides the different denominations 
derived liy the inhabitants from the different 
hordes dispersed all over the country, the 
Greekis'tianied them successively Geta,^ Ddci- 
; anSf &CC. ; and this last name was preserved till 
•jhe time of the Romans/ Trajan, having 'de^ 
feated Decebalus who reigned there, divided 
iiS^" states into several parts, and setitled[ 
there a colony eoUectedi.froih the refuse 
.of tlie'' principal towns of the Rottiah 
.ehipire aiid Greece. The ^ descendants of 
tliis colony, who inherited the vices anditJie 
/6owardice of their progenitors, were edftei- 
wards co(n<juered, and held in a state df 
subjection' by the San^iatians, th^ Huiis, athd 
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the Goths^ After a period of about a hun- 
dred years, that fe to siy, towards the end 
of the twelfth centuiy, this people having^ 
considerably increased, and finding then> 
selves too much confined in the country 
they had Subdued, c<bticeived the project of 
extending theitisdves, and of pishing theSr 
Conquests . stilt further. Dragosch,^ son of 
their prince Bogdait, dpprehemivc of earn- 
ing sotoe uneasiness to the neighbouring 
people^ advanced into the country in the 
:6tmple!babk of a sportBniaii, with an escort df- 
three hundred men, in order to judge by his 
own eyes- against what parts it would be most 
advantageous to the subjects of his father to 
direct their attempts^ and where to form the 
settliements which were thJb object of their 
desires. , V 

. Having accidentally met with a . bufFald^ 
tthey pursued him to the §0Qt of the moun- 
:tams. A yoimg sporting bitob called !M'ol^ 
^,da^. o£ which the/ prince was ^ very fond, 
^tirfeued the. anirtial so long, that he at 
•leB^th threw himself into a river, where 
Ihe was killed with arrows. : Tfee rapidity ^f 
bht current dausing :^e death vi die yoii^ 



' bitch who .h«l pursued the buffalo iijto the 
water, Dragosch was so affected with her losg, 
that he g^aVe the rjver Jthe nam? of Molda> 
jind the ii?hg.bitants of the spot where this 
jewnt took place that of Romans ; and took 
himself for ^ coat of arms the head of a 
bull, which afterwards l)e^ame the arras pf 
this province. 

Dragosch, at his return from this expe4i- 
tion, related to his father's court all that he 
l^ad seen in the country he bad visited, which 
'immediately inspired those who heard hli|i 
with the desire pf establishing themselves in 
it. A ti;oop of Romans having jqined him, 
they set out and arrived iii ,this country, 
where the young prince wa$ declared king. 
From this moment it lost itsuame of Pacit^n 
.and Ro^an, ajid acquired that of Moldavia, 
which was unanimously bestowed uppn it 
by all the jo«eighbouring people, and even 
.by its own inhabitants. The Turks, who 
afterwards su^Aued this cp^ioiitry, called it 
Ak-JValch, or rather ^JcrJ^fiak, that is to say 
White Wakcfm, in opposition to Cara-Ijiah^ 
BkfokWalachia, qrWalachia properly called. 

Stephen the Great, king of llungary, under 



.^faa^ protection Walachia and i;.Mokfevit 
ihad voluntarily placed themselvies, h^vmg^ 
adrised <his son Bogdan to xestore> tfaese two 
^pKmfid^ to the Turks for a fief, tl^e latter, 
laccustomed to give to the cotoitries undtSr 
theffl- Y8tibJ€tetion the names df die soveriiigj^ 
who^'govemed them, gave that of Bogdan 
to the district which had lately been cedid 
to them by the prince so called; but that 
of Moldavia has prevailed in the Tartarian 
ianguiage, and k preserved to the present 

The Turks/ become the protectors and 
sovereign lords of these provinces, contented 
themselves with exacting a certain tribnlae 
froqa them, leaving them the liberty of elect- 
ing their princes and* their boyards. The 
Greek religion,- which had been here propa-* 
gated by the monks at the epocha of ihe 
f^hism, became from that time the esta^^ 
blished religion ; consequently the bishops 
and monks soon became its real sovereigns. 
^Tbe towns, the villages, and almost aU the 
laiids of these provinces,- were the property 
ofttheptiests and monasteries. - The Turks, 
ijoirt^iiti w¥lii the tnbute and submiasicm> of 
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jojT'pdaceaUy these advantages* Tfae rthgb 
irf^rthe^l-eck famHics in thbcc^untry be^ 
iw^ tlie i^^er^on of the celebjfeted fihysician 
MamossQUiisito^ i He Was liiade prhwi^ <rf v , 
rMoldavm; ^difrom that time his family hate 
jaitvayS fteigned either over thh province ur 
iWalachbt^c ti^l the ^ last wars between tlni 
:KrijssiBris ^fad Turks. The families of Canh 
itcnairir/Bla^tcovan, Gika, &c, have hdd the 
.saifffiiank 5 hut^ in generai," neither of thoste A 
famihSs have more claim to these two priiv- 
ioipalaties than a rich merchant or Christian 
iOreek artisan, who has the power to give a 
^stsfficient sum of money to the grand-* visir, 
or the rcis-eifendi, to purchase the d igniter 
.aFJhesp6dar. 

-5 '^Jlfoldavia, which is contiguous to Walachisi, 
j^is .nearly of the same extent, both iri length 
-find breadth-; that is to say, about eighty 
.leagues long, and seventy wide* Tho boun- 
daries of this province have so cid^fisiderably 
: varied within a few years, in consequence of 
vthe successive wars which liave happened in 
;it, that it would be ektremely diffie^t fo 
•ascertaiaat present its exact exteni and Hmits. 
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yiaiiq:ip^n^ios.;- the. Lower, ?it\0e^ tQ^F4s 

jiiei^ftts.aj.cpipt^quation^.qf plains that pQpar* 
wons ^ diffeirence io. the climate* It is colder > 
%nd:.HiQre wholesome m the laou^ntaiiiQus 
pa?t .th^ti ,in tjbe plains, in which very vio-^ 
lent wio4s frpquentiy prevail, This cHm^te 
ift.vei;y;:si*wil9^r to. that of the provjijcjs^ iij 
France, heretofgjo ps^Ued Biirgundy ajjcj 
CJjampagneT The air in^ general does n^. 
possesp ' thftr ejasticity ai>d spring wWch char 
raqt^risctx)yr westeffj provipj^s. This \^ very 
^[lanifest jn J:he melancholy temper, ancjl 
iflertnes^.pf the inhabitants, . Though epide? 
mical disorders are not common ii^ ihis coun-^ 
^iy« it is ai?gu|^r; to fin4 aniongst them a per- 
son having attained tjie. ^e of sixty years, 
^and ,8tiU..iuore,so that of eighty. The soil 
of the plains and valleys is commonly comh 
pc^d of . ,^ clayey blackrlpoking earth, very, 
fp^urahle 4© all sorts of grain, particuiarly 
tp wl^eat, which yields lij^ea very plentiful 
harvest, The soil which covers the mountains 
and rising gro\mdsis conjmonly of a grey, cqi 



Imife in(di<Jaiing atnof e considerable ft^i^tt^re of 
hitfe j^iid sand; The soil, howeyeri is in ee- 
^iral So feitUe throughout Moldavia, that a 
commorii proverb among the inhabitants i^,' 
ikfit millet has not more shell in Lower: MQldikr 
via than apples have rind in the Upper. . , / ; 
AUjthe vineyards situated between Cotnax 
and the Danube possess so remarkable a fer- 
tility, that one single pogon* of grapes fre- 
quently produces five hundred pints. of wine. 
The most celebrated is that which ts proi- 
duced in the environs of Cotnar, a small towft 
in the district of Harlew. This wine is not 
very much sought after, as ijt loses its strength, 
if eare is not taken to put it into clean ves- 
sels, and to avoid niix)ving it without firat 
drawing it off from its sediment. It is witliout 
contradiction the most excellent and gene-* 
rous wine in Europe, even surpassing in qua- 
li^ty the best Tokay. When it has been kept 
only three years in a deep and arched cellar, 
it is as strong as the best brandy, and I defy 
the hardest drinker to take three glasse$ of 
it without being drunk; however, it is not* 

a 
\ • 

* The pogon is ^ portion of fend which contains twentyw 
four square fathoms; It is inea$iire(l with cords inarked witb 
jfh« leal pf the ho^pod^r* 
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lieadfy. ^bne reriiaffeable' quality df(feVtiffi55 
Is ' ife' Kebg' of a green colour, *^v^iCfh-'Dcf- • 
6onies deeper and rildre lively irl ^6portlorr 

^*^'MoWavIa: produces a great niS£ity5i6rsfes; 

-.-• .'.< .1... ^**Ai 

The most esteemed are those df thdmotlhtaifis: 
They are 6f a small size, and in itr6fty;tli and 
speed V6ry/similaf to those' of RuisfaP-Siifch 
as' are reared in the plains are lar^^rf ^lian'd^ 
sbmfe'r, and very much sought a?ft^^by-th^ 
P8lfes and Hungarians. Tfife Turk^"c?st^^ri4 
them so much, that ^ it is a r^cfeiV(yd*'pr64fei* 
artifongst'Hherh, nhat a young Ptersrari tiojj^l 
knd at ^Mttf^avian 'horse, are the twci ' most 
pfeffeirf ^beings produced by nature. '^^AH'sot^ 
of lir^e game' iire' also met with in very'g^^eHt 
jit^Uni^anc^e hei^^'; arid the sportsman eksii>^ 
fihdl?^t/bj^cts* on which to exercise his "in*- 
tiustt^! ' The forests and the m'dun^iins* are 
filled KvitlJ Voebucks, deer, boars,^'^&c; ' -Tlr^ 
caitiVdrdus 'animals which' irihabit these 
ti'afctsar^'foxe^/' bears, wolves,- ^61 There 
is, besides, a particular kind of wolvi^s^thidh 
ftdquctit ' tlfer plaSH^^iiid are^' of a smaller iizc 
tffaft'i5iB^\^icH^ii^ ^tmd in-thfe?^ah^ 
tiiii«/^-^eie^^Hfe ^are^f ^gtl&i?y^ a^ 
tached to the banks of the Danube, and 
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tt^ke;t^r retreat ^trioi^ the i^^a ^►f j^ 
lakes* ap(i marshes \Vjhich coWmiujicate with 
it. They exist in large numbers, and dd 
great injury to the flocks. The quantity of 
small g^me is still more consideraljle. than 
the quadruped^. Partridges and b.u^t^r|d^ 
are foiuud here in very great ab^undai^Qcy 
particuUrly in the vicinity of the DanKbe» 
a-ud are exceedingly high flavoured.. -There 
is alspherc, and particularly on the fronti^i: 
of Ppcuti?^, a- bird called by the iohabitanti 
of th^, country ye;7^n/rf, by the Fohs gluschiaif 
that is to say,, the deaf. It resembl^3 the 
h^thcock, excepting that it is|ms^Per, an^ 
totally deprived of the faculty of , heating, 
When a sportsman perceives a coyiejrv of 

them perched on the trees, he is sure of JciU- 

* • ** ...» / «-» 

ing all of them, one after another, wit|ioll$ 
their beiag the least terrified by the sound of 
the gun, or induced to change thj^ir place* 
This bird has white and delicate flesh, and 
in flavour surpasses even the partridge .^pd 
|)heasant. ^ .,, . . y, 

.,, It is^suflScient to be. acquaint^; wth ; ^ 
ern^diespQtism to hayp 9^re^yJ^^^.ppjfi^ 
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[ok^m tti4 WHwhn, ^ w^U a^ ^ the 
f es^ of I Le ptjtjt^pian enjpire^ possess no. writ- 
ten 'or printed laws, AH their affaiirs are 
^AS^d according. ip the jqterest qi( p^rice 
fpjf tjie prince, or <h^ intrigues of his tnini- 
^j;^.. Whoever has the mesins of giving the 
]S[iqs% CQfmdcmbh sum to the. favouril^.pf his 
Jbighoei^s is sure to gain his causp^ i^jl^thc 
jpasonings, jjl the proofs ofrigjitiftaq^^ffair, 
^e inpoiiqjjetent to prod^jiee any iijfluenee 
with judges ;Who pirotipynce a verdict with 
thieir lips, and sq^reely ever in writing. If it 
:happeij?:l>y ph^nce that such verdict is tr^n- 
tf fibbed. W. a IpQ^e sheet of p,per, it does not 
.fr,Qnn this ciccum^tance become a greater ^q- 
curity in the hands of him who has^ obtain^ 
Jhis fftvwr i fqr theric exist no, rolls or <;haa- 
eery ia\vhichf^t could be deposited.,; One 
would .b^lieye, that when the pfii^ce has 
ftworn bVjhk beard, ^s is the custom, that 
:the jud^i^^t is irrewcable; and it would 
^m_ f*ct,be ac^ if ^^© were no mopey iv{ the 
country, 

... JJojJ»ing>:i»-^. cspj9«nqn,.ais .fo .seje one 

;pri»ce,_ Qt u»^>iA, m^^e^,; ,^t,R^- 



t' 



I 



• 



§eau 'tfienPagain tell! ^/ tRa't baMf ofe^tf idiiii 
possessing no l^\vs are -m a better coiiditib^ 
than those who- lire trncfet a'reguMr^ gateffi^ 
toerft- ' He should be H^sired to g6'ahd resiitil 
one year i^' tfie forest of Molddfc^k'. ' ' " - ' ^ 
The hos{)odars of this prbvince, ^ Weft 'SS 
'those of Walachia, have the fetlei'bf* Twt^^i^^ 
rene highness, which Was given thhtdhy mk 
republic of Venice, and whifeh the'-trfheftr 
princes of Europe have ako consetited' tb 
allow them; though in fact' the hospdiSaft 
can only be considered as fai'mdr* 'bf tlfe 
Ottoman empire, arid tiot as the' e^iiirfii W 
the princes of Germany or ofhen^ufitfle'l, 
Their first officer-is called * the gi%Mc! jb^if eiP^ 
nik, and is a kind of first *min^ttTy^^.Very 
thing at court being trarisacfed'- tfhaCT Ks 
€li'ectldns. Hfe « is ' also the ' -imppeefe*^ over 
die sdWma that af6 serit mv diJfjr-^'Gbmfen*- 
trhe^<»; ffen<Jare 6rtiinkri5y'<5afle9i*hr*b^!fens. 
He -^d^sessesV properly 3peaktri^,"'^KKer*t^fe 
iiof 'leM' iti tlitt- priry^oifiifct*;--'' KafWaii^ 
Wahding mi ' ^h<ire • af^' cifidifeiftfiicftlf* tn 
which he fe^difies the pie&S^teMiS^if ot^h 

daily :'*&ipl05^ififerit^'rf<'^cfeiirt r igu^^^ik 



incessantly g6iiig in and o^t of tfee^irge 
hali» where the hospodar &!ts, ^ cmying k 
Uack trancheon, at the • top of which id « a 
goUbn ball ; and the truncheon k^ the lA^ft 
of his dignity* The reason of thii^ coming 
iaiid< going is to report to the prilKJft'th^ di^^ 
cision' of the divan, or supreme ttifctirtal df 
the country, which is held in a tStttitigvious 
apartmeiit, and is composed of t\4fel^^hoy* 
ard^ car loidsr of the first class, -who for this 
feaspQQ are commonly called the txdelife:' Th^ 
dignity of this class of boyards is as ^ ^tidiefit 
V the government of the hospodars* - Thiis 
system appears to have commenced from the 
tim?of Rade th^ Great, who, by the ad^vit^ of 
the patriarch Nifon^ as it is pretended, placed 
tbpafiic^ of this country on tlK: sa^i^e foojtjtig 
riieyeiyoy at Constantinople, ttr judge by the 
denominations which have been gi veni td themi 
4: There are a second and third p0iri]elnik^ 
who also qarry a black truncheon ; but these 
are ffo^tje: subaltern officers^ <h[ leather deptides 
to the graiad postelnik. Like him thej^ abor 
^^y t^ privilege of entering%tl^ cabihet of 
tj^e Jbo^9dar, ^ prerog^44^'wj^^'id iii^dt i^h'^ 
joyed by.any of the tljre?i^J^§^s;of jjoy^dsr 
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iprg^ {^f'i^t^MRioee.y r Next cs>mes the higJii 
f||^i^¥;«J||0& .Wtl^toiiiV'a chanoeryyl asi I*;M^f| 

tj^B'g^R^dwts^aiid^ direotw of the iQi^iuiyiLapf 
. l&Scr3^Mll^o * H^ office is tfU>pp^4'' to)tliQi 
prince tliedemands of the baroijis orijxraacdii 
If id. fi^i tj^^j r^s0a that he has prqsayrai:ihe 
g!^e€jkjd©s(omlnationi oilogothetcu, •;Hea^ilsQt-tei• 
}oyEr the. privilegq rof fixing i the limits ot^hs 
^a^ntry,, raiifl the pfopertyi <^ individagdsb 
'J'hg maffc of/ his dignity is a . globe ^f jscmiff 
S4^e ^i^l^ich. he wews at hU Jiipck, >.|j5ui is:4B8^ 
|^»d€d;hy ^gplflen chaii?^ r At iheoiinet wi«iif 
)i^ldarvk ^vas in its higJbest fipleadoii^^th#> 

J^ierv^nr;^!^:^, ynited to. .tfeis^fji4ee,^.:jiet,the 
'?ji*r)?ftMYA9g .n;^^<Je theii?^(^Y^-i«k3fiters(o£ the 

9?J"pinS:: thip' §py€r;ft5oe«i^g^.,^bet 'Sxhs^if^ 
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kc. gtatited \yy the hdnpodat.' 1^d&i>iiSbtS' 
are dependent 6n the camiMt'; i m 7 u V 

'The wisterriik^ or grand-tileaiJui'eiPy ^'Cottfebtflf 
fte public revenues, arid pays out of ^'**i^l 
treasury' the draughts or ordofiriiWctts 'iignSid 
tf;jr the prince: ^ He has a right of stteiiriitt^ 
Ad privy-cotincil, but he is prohibited "ifoiA 
speaking in it ' - >f 

The grand c^r^^tf^^, or first ohkAibferliirfy 
holds the charge of buying pelisses' and' pa- 
poUdhes for his highness and his'fdmily. ' ' 
• Tht ^kn(di pahaniik, pr cdp*bearer, hold^ 
the cup to the prince on dll ocfcasloris 
6f cereihony, or on daiys df festital/ To hirri 
belongs the inspection of all the viheySirds 
Whicfi ate the property of the prince. No 
prersofa has permission to begin his vintage tift 
ftey have made him soine presents that pi^o^ 
cure ihem authority to ' gather th^rr 'grapfes^ 
which generally takes place to^rds fhfc 
middle of September* This officer, ife afeo 
governor of tiie canton of Cotnaf, ktiowh bjr 
the ex<fc!!ent wines whidh t hiVfe' already 
tad occasion to tnention-' * " '-- ' ' ' ' - 

'\ The grand tmUy orgre^Vetjtrefey/fi^ tihi6 



Well as of the Branissa^ it: large. anldspa^iotlj 
kaeadpv^^ ;^ituated on the banks of the t^ruthi 
To. him belongs also the care of his cafnag^ 
and other equipages. A part ot the rSve- 
Jiues of his place is drawn fl^om the gr^$t 
iiumber of TVater-mlUs cohstructed oh thl^ 
Pruth> and which every third year 4rt 
obliged to pay him a retit of twenty rik* 
dollars or crowns of the empire. 

The. grand stolnik or grand master of th* 
table has the inspection of all that reUt*» 
Ito the kitchen of ihe hospodar. Oh days ^ 
tcerempny he adjust? the dishes^ and is obli|te4 
to stand opposite to the prince tiJJ he hai 

' * ■ . <» 

drunk three times; Besides these> thtire, ar<6 
istill a great number of other officers attached 

* a 

to the service of th^ court ; but it would^etoo 
tediouB to particularise- in this pladcjthf 

feature of their employ mentt. 

• ♦ » ■ '' 

The hospodar never goes to church, pf 
waUj.s out> — in a-WOrd^ never shows himselrtiJ 
hissubj^ctt^-^withoutbcijpgfollowfid.b.yallth^i 
offic^i^ I have just thentioned. Field maryhaui 
de RomanzoW haVittg ohe day invited prmce 
Qj^gcMy Gika \x^ take a walk with^ hiin in 
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dijn^fer,5ever^ districts^ each, of wh\ch.,j}}Jia^.^ 

ff ^u?.?f ^#64l)^^'ith wb^t they gawv/ ^ey 

fij^d ip^?„^^,it6|giipa^g it hut,l^ 4i^t^ 
»^«9e)^,,,,,T^fe^j^^8ioi^ and uiyus^^prfcti^ 

f^^.%''^^9^*^P^.^ and cm2€W,tQ4ilO^ 

?!:?^%i«»<?J?^n^j5^. .^o , the prince, a^ hjf 
#peFti 3?!»#f -rf«i > .fPPJ^ehension pf being 
Wl^deoijned.^t sopft time or other, to pay 
stifl more^ considerable sums* . 
?.iI^;^Pf ^? ^l»ff?l»i«fe PFince Qf Mo'l- 
^yia,res^d^.i|.an .old cattle, whiqli served. 
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-is'^ iSJriaiHbiil)^- dGcupiJ^ "fey ffiV-.Kosp^ar. 

Domestic economy is caixtedstf far rathe 
""paliifce bf tfiis sb^eitrgn, as to exiifttir d^ar- 
^^iAwij^^^t his" tabfe-^ dikt is not;^pcto 
' cVen-ayibfigst-ffie most litimble flidiVi'dd^s^'bf 

ttk^tM bt xthy other' heigfibouifing colhi^. 
'Bii?%Tfa'1ftis' prince wish« tb'^^m 
%agn?fleeffce' and' wealth, mmJ'^ c^i 

^ap&?rrfWe fedbnom^ ^ &eib MBlcf^te^ 
^ii^* W^mKfen despd'ts k, tham^r^bfl^fy 
|€w^^, %patel, and furiiifuPe, 'ire''':a^^ 
'kep6 ih ■ fioxes; or tfaVefliiig ;'c^^^^ 
i^ey8v6ry minute expe^d'tb tehib^: "Itt 
ISd^Wef'^rb not to biaiitife, having' 'dbh^ 
MnifjP'die apprehension of being d^^bset 
by forbe, br Carried Way-' knd''thvird<?fiidj 
Is case bf which event ihil ^recaiitibn woul)!' 
.^afcletH^ family to presetre atldt^ i^'feir 
most valuable effedts.' ' " ' '.,''''' 

AH ffie'ttale childtbn of the i>rihces'iW 
^iSXi^'^ ^ezd&es, WhicH Jiame" they jpfeserW' 
<Kfffig fe but it ^dbes not mititle th^rii tb" 
iiilfeHrtft'^r'''Mld's'^rank;' lilpney' Jif the 
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tori^deratioii wiiich prevails bve^ fevery thlii^ 

> " • ■ . . -. 

tht at the Sublime Porte; The condition of 
these bteades IS often more pitiable than that 
of the son of the merest artisan ♦ At Bucha- 
itest^ Jassy, and Constantinople, many of thenSt 
nave been observed in a state of indigencei 
tm whom the reigning prmces bestow small 
pensions, barely sufficient for the necessaries 
of llfei 

The town of Jassy contains about thirty 
thousand inhabitants; The capital of Wala- 
chia contains nearly double this number; 
ijeither of these towns have any Walls/ and 
the houses they contain are detached : from 
each other; There exist at Jassy some 
Schools to which has been given the osten^ 
tatious name of gi/mnasia, in which two or 
three ignorant monks give lessons in Latin/ 
Greek, and theology. Prince Ypsilanti has 
iattracted to Walachia many men of erudi- 
tion^ who have already diffused in it a cer- 
tain deglree of learning, which wfll no dotrlt 
become more extensive^ if if meet with 
lib opposition from the restless despotism of 
(he Porte. 
^ ''. Xxx ivs now say a few words on the man^ 
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jjfiw of th« Moldavians. '^ Take Attray/'^ 
^ys prince Kantemir^ in the descnptibn he 
has published of Mtxld^via, '^ take kwaf. 
from this people their lorthodoxy anilrdligioir 
aoid /their love of hospitality i aad vejry littld 
can be said in their commendation.'* The 

, Moldavians^ ' in conimon with othei: nations; 

have their faults and thdr virtues ; thes^ last 

are less prevalent amongst them^ because 

their want of education leaviss tliem, littlrf 

facility to acquire theni, and because they 

possess no other means than those * bestowed 

by nature to become virtuous. i 

i Haughtiness and pride appear to be bora 

with the Moldavian* If he happens to have 

^ good horse and excellent arms, he believBi 

himsiell* the^ first 6fmen; and, during his 

parbxysih of vanity, he • would declare wafc 

against the most formidable potentate of the 

imiversj, 'f he Moldavian is in general -aiii 

dacious. faring, and quarr6lsarpe; vbutthe is 

appeased with the same facility as he is 

offfended. The mariner iniwhioh the pea* 

'Sants and even the'§q]idicrfe fight amorig each 

other is by blows with the fist and mbh^i 

Whoever should have recourse to the sword 
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nished by, !thplaRV^,fo(;,,J|h^ ,959^1^ hl^-^yc 

©iisapimgpijty are as fi^«^tfx$kifiiys^^f>vi5bf 
t^lfftia&j^a^'Qf, #iend?hipt; nt^egfuftC^rl^^^ 

tiM^jr.kqfoied ito druok^Aijes§.i,^§R^..sj^p^Tl 
tii^^pjiss whole days in, dri|il|im§^t pirtjcjififj 
lai;ly, a( .f(^tiyais, oc during tb^e timAt offincl/e^t , 
TBifin\^ wrfsafhef. ( .Soldiem ar« alfnostt^ ^y;. 
peispnsj^rh^ drink Vandy ^ or i£ 0A^l^^ pa^rit 
ticulaF occasion the Moldavians allow thfjo^-.r 
sdLvep I;) drills;, itj^rlhey. linait tbemaei^ye&^ft i^b 
small gjbs^tb^fore thei/ meals. The inH^itai^tg, v 
o£^:t^!^j^.^@id^v^a,.an^ ;th«sse. of t^p %)i^|i^j 
of ^Yi^Japhi^, aire j)5w»ianately fond .of. WiP^^ 
iV3q^g%j|rose,one day, w^hether tkisUfik-r 
d*mftM.%Mw5l»iafl W# thetoest^^ 

TM-iEWfiS^^^Ji^n^^^M. in the wa^^m^fi- 
on«i$bft.*>yl<lge,.H Joksc^*ny* wMioh S?P«t 

smt%Jr ^en^rise^ ,till ;8t length. a, -V^a^^r 
4^Md«34;9h % spot, suffpcatei^^y.tli,^ 
q'Wtijy <tfi,w,ii»e;^p,ihad. drunk. . Tjjp, %lr;, 
davians wfi|;,fc,;<^mpeD^ed -%. ;^ .jpigtqfy . 
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seized ijf^H^ffieiA'by^«ie'hospodaV.^ ^^^^^^ 

^^l^ff^iSmmttSl^me^^, and ri&(6h't^- 

j^¥bM;i \*^^thid gresi^j^ ^teiaewfy; - • -tlSif^ 

^mm'^miys wear ii sword by their 8ld<^(^ 

AfeMiW^iai^eonside* jjs ^ co waidiot f He 'ii^k^ 
thisdfeliftictive W^s^Jon igainsi:' aliH'eta^my'.J • 
Tbe^j^^ t»!the attack with infinite ihtw^i*^ 
diQ^jbUt tfteir petulwKJe b«C(Mnes-niore mo-; 
d^irace when they 'zre obliged td^ itStarri I* 
th^'^^t^i^ to whicb no consideratioW^tai^'. 
ipdi^ therti, when they httye<'!ife*h' twiee^ ' 
dfi^tf^»e»k. After the (^awiple <H' lh« Vsr^ 
t0iyi\!^ Spmetimes feigft to fly'ftsutt tbe:^ 
4l^k^<tf tfeip fight, ihei^def -to drav^ th^- 
cn«fti»y a'ftei? them, 'arid by ithb stratagem to 

hittK^^ Wipwre, 11\ey i(i>i^«t(hei-ri»aDifcrt; 

full of dJ^Mencyj when tliey arS-^ietofldiis;' > 
bttt if th6ir enemy is -atiifk '^,r 'T%r«4f,^^{h<5f = 

consider it ^ an act 0f ^^iisjitt^'l^ H»l'ife«^^ ' 
i^aine^tely, atid he^%ht<l^ tjiM '\VHi> ^s- 
W^^ eno^^h ■to;'i>aW;^hiiti^^W^ul^^ b^'i^f 
gjfrd^d' as ^Vitor iii'^^tt'aab^iei-ti^, ^ • 



^^Modssvatuin. is^^rs.' virttee unkao^^^fo (lie 
MoWaviajMi^; They are haughty in prq^^Cfe^ 
js^, iuid'effeoiirnue and dawardly.ui advert 
Bi(^^ Nothii^-appear^ a task to them ooi the 
iitti f icw ; . b^t if ithey ^ex^erieilce the least 
di^ultyy OT the most trivial resistance, they 
?ger'^instantiy dis<3ouraged, and no loriget. 
Jcijcm' what step to resoJije tin/ . 
* 'SEherMdldaviani ate not only unaddicte4 
ta .the i sciences, J3fut they even hate every 
thing which any way relates to' them, an4' 
acc.ign£ifaiitofi*wfcn of the naoje of thefine arts^ 
, and bellis^i^mf^,' They believe that science 
dasttoys the exercise of reason ; and when 
tthdy speak of a learned person, they say, 
that tkci cmfusicm of suhjeati he has assembled 
inhisrm^nd has T€nde)*edkim4nsane. ^' Study^* 
^iid/tboy, -A^SiV ^oniy suitable for priests. It is 
lAdt mcmary for a layman to know any thing: 
m&re thim to' rrnd and ivritej to sign hismme^ 
at- make a memorandum if his ox, his horse, or 
his sheep, be h lack or white; all other knowledge 
U^siipefjiuousJ* ,. 

-The Moldavians, as well as the Walachians, 
^re* in general robust and v^ell built. One 
quality among these people which might b^ 



tof great advantage to military p»H«fcs^s, tbat^ 
they are ^ good soWiers, and perform «hB ttnr\ 
litary exercise with surprising ^*ag^|ity JaiM^:* 
^ja^dress. A remaf kabie circumstance ^zmong' 
at! nations is, that what they learn' withj-tte* 
greatest facility is the art of iijurdefiiig *^i^l 
fello^ dreatures. The inhabitants of Low^w 
Moldavia, thrpugh their long habit of tellig 
in a state of war with the Tartars, understand 
the business of arrnsbetter than the rest ofthtk 
countrymen. They are also more restless ; 
aftd when they have na enemies to combat- 
gainst, they not unfrequeiitly revolt against 
thfeir chiefs, and <5ven against the hospoda|^s 
Jjiniseif; They are extremely ignoralilit dn> 
every subject relating to religion. Tliey be*^ 
lieve in predestination; aiid preteiKi that^ie^ 
author of all things has predeterorifned' the 
term of the career of every individual^ and' 
thit nothing can either prolong or abridge it» 
duration. They are so impressed with tbiS'; 
idea, that they plunge into th<^ Heat of a battle 
without once reflecting on the probable^ coo^ J 
sequences. The inhabitants of Uppe^ ^I'oU' 
davia, being less accustomed to the me of arms, ■ 
p9ssessaniore tranquil character. Thay carry * 
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stf^sptoi^say^'id^thi^ oC tbe IJ&nlir^&> 4n^ 
Moldavians very faithful subjects ; and, w^n 

ai\3^-tp>9bii£ lave QO^Mxw^'iw^t^&'tiiiixottft 

hoyardsstf c Loiter Mol4«ria< ^ • ■ ^ ■"•> ■■'■ ^ ^ "" 

:TiiecM<4dtnristnft ai^e -.fa^>ftbm<: <^tl^'<^i§fl^ 
thft; afsifanmation of a Turk^ A^Ae'niiif}^''^^'^ 
JeiW^iJttctottarystpLthe laws of society.--' 'lit-'' 
-gennial, ^^tfi oiettot j»l(k€|^d Sd Kl^ft ; libw^^^' 
ever, those in the neighbourhood of Tsif^S^l 
ravageiiirfibQtCl! ^rapf^ ^d {)iitt^c^iiliVly- tire 
Tantare^ cofriWkirtg that -tfeiey; oiity tak^^ftrfeiiy*^ 
bd<nigs-tOi tfa!eiici^ekefr|'whilst''t}}^^^:Tart9fa,' ' 
onith© «ohtttU-yG'' lAV^ "stol^ ^v^^hawthfey poS^C 
sesS'Te«lfei*'lkHftit4iek'-iJareiits--o^ ^i^-%^-''\ 

» 

some df tkcmselves. • ^-- ^ %o:: >?; ;. » -^ 

robejof coafte grey el^tfev close bddteil/^ali4*' '^ 
withdkrge sieews^. Tfeifr citizens; ri^etthatitsi' ' 
and' Ixyfi^B, ■ wear- the- pelkae, ffe <I'4it?lvi^^'* 
already mentiony V ' Thfe dress,- ^thidViii'easJ^" ^ 
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an4>^^i^ )9rg^r<il«eft »»Krcig®!tefl^ t&ews. 

only ejfcer ci^e ibey ar^Jon^^ of; anliidMi^,. 
tbs .1^ sepsan* it is. im^ eQmxtkmvMf.ffmi 

dJ€ri4pt'.0mtff^^Tf the iioAnneBndf 1^ t 

Th^ ^young nobkmen destined Aitiplacesji: 
w]|f^^ in tlie cpurt of die hospodar /or tia©.' 
pnmtioes, learn the Latin^^Fpeodi, And Ita^ 
liaA4angua^; but very; few ef thfitoi ace. 
tol^ably" :yi9rsed in them. The jnorality- di 
the priestly and the philosophy of 'Ari^otle,:^ 
are ,, the ; ftnly soiicees . of knowledge they ^ 
p(^9s. I ; • ,. -.pj '^ ^-.- - 

The (character of, tlie Wakohmnftib in: ge^ 
nef^.mAtp lively than thgt of ihe MoldaH 
viao^ they have also more ici^eipf andri^oiH 
rag?u. . They exercise ho^itality yfji^ equal 
plQa{suie,and avidity ;and> iiotyi^^i^i^^ing \ 
their narrow circumstanc^s^r. op$:4gji|[>ned ia»c 
muipbiby $he ravages ^C.w^r #i t>jr.rtjie wt 
ai^Tf pftUp. Tartars who |«ltege]yi€m.wni^ 
cifj^y;, they n?ver refua^vto xfmm. at;i6l»eilD . 
hQj^iany stranger ,tha<.a6ks.9£ jth^ijtfk)«ByH . 
Jui^,,^ X^y.f^Y€n fiH?»iisljk4jp£iiiitl)fiini*«d thm>u 



sSry dbobcttifiodaticv), uiithdut r^cetying 3i\yu 
rllcbmpoAseL' m return. iiTiiasdhiim oi 

H^ly} ate 4to<MlyaCKce|>tibar4»f tbb.eag^F!?: 
naU pt hospitality; Tiese ilattcrj .not m\^: 
slmt their doocs; to ^ang£i3»» buts^ven 'df€^\ 
themselves in tags, and at first sight of 
a iraveltei go out *tQ ifteefc ^jiin* /to; ask 
?rims: ' - ^ ' , 'i ./' '• ii: ";**• . :^(it ...- 
-^Tbe. Moldavian. . and& Wal3.t>hian wahieii 
aroi in--gertcral ?tolerablyi. h^ad5pme,;\.they 
hav& aiiair ^comfilQxion, but dre for thd vf^A 
psu* :pale. i<. Very, few of ,dienx I)ave\%ht 
haisi; bjyt^fgreait nond^oci/havi^'Hght hfow^ 
hair, and black eyes fringed with long'JSjg©Hi 
tesfaesj^ raadrfuE/of fireiiaadii^hsaxaty. Xhc 
dress. of iHe'jwealthyi.wOn^dn.iis a kiiid;af 
i^tfig go^vte without iibkis, wihi^^b hai};gs)«in 
ihfe.hody,"'and i&. fastened^ with ^i belt im^ei 
the breast, so as tOi exh(ibit that x^hamung 
ftppetidant o^f ' female bea«*y with *every^adi 
Vantage to the cutious^ cjyie' of beb<)lders* Ta 
this robe they ad4 a • pelisse;* iwhich tjii^ 
always put on. when they goi QUt, eveni in 
summer. -The female pea$a?i)tS| who have fwiA 
the means of prociuring this rob^^^iid^pe%^ 
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toit^t 'thfeftlsdv«8' with a -iktmi^ '«6iia3« 
iftietited with WGrk on tlw^iDiBldfeBs, anAi^t 
coarse'liiien apron; \vhifeh they tie mttBd*l» 
traist likdta sa^h, and whiclv deseeflds as lon^ 
AS the 'calf p€ the leg. It ' is considcf ed ift 
breach of -the rul«6 of decency for a maii^ 
^totftan!o^ widow to suffer hfer hair to:ibei 
Sfefcnj and it would* be' thfe greatest afflnn^ 
that could be offered to her to uncover ha? 
head in public. The youiig gifk^ oa the 
^bntrary, W6«ld consider it dtshonouralile to 
tover Iheir heads even with a^simj>te i*5dil^ 
intendmg by this to give a high iddaof tkdt 
tirttie and chastity 4 They t\vifi* their ^totir 
into 1*ds^e^, sometimes letting It fell ovetikek 
islik>uldei%y or' sometimes fastening' ilii»inv4hfc 
fo'hn *of » helmet. They frequently add :t& 
this head-dress tufl& of diamonds' ot ifio^eife^ 
iThe femate peasants drefes th^r hair simply^ 
liftd' form a sort of crown with it on th^f »kp 
H»f their Ijeadsv ^ ^ 

♦ ' ' Though the women in this couHtf y are 
-fi^ so vigilantly watched as among the 
' T«rks> they howeVer very seldom qmt tbeit: 
^rnise^ or show themsei\?es in public, ^thiis 
"^1^- a licence enjoyed only by the lowcir 



m4i^ ^ 'people. TKe USi^ zti ki^^sdi d( 
^h&ag fohd of wine. I have, m>twithstkndift|;» 
always heard that Sobriety is one oF^tlie Vit- 
^tli^^Vk the*6h^rvance of which they pique 
iflied«^ves, and that this qualfty^dds td ^t^ 
^^te- df esteem of which they 'art st> 
letik^Ous: They eat ai it were in secret ; 
tthil<\hi^ tfarry their attention to this:bBj6ct 
%o far^ 4lhtk it is almost impossible^ to dee th^r 
t6<6th when they are eating. " '■ '^ 
The fair s^ of this country are singtihrly 
,:t^icted fa) love ; many instances of this 6c* 
curred during the residdnce of the Rassiaii 
trodps in Moldavia and Walachia. ' fivef^- . 
soldier^ as well as eviery officer, had hi^ mis* 
tms;^ atidall the womeri deserted their "fatoi* 
lies to follow these conquerors of the Turks>i 
Adukery; however, is very rare among the 
Moldavians* Unmarried youths donot'Cdfl- 
sider it a brteadb of decency to indulge th'eih^ 
silvies'd'uring celibacy in secret amours; and 
it is fcommon for their parents to say to them^^ 
^^'Mjy son^ take care never to steal jf orto tiicAii-^ 
nSfk timrder, because we have not the itti^dS^ 
pf rescuifig thee from the gallows; bU^t'thji^^ 
lifts^ \i^ll- never be in danger frorii an iiSkik 



, . „ %4i^ ,c:|[^ractcr. of tJie womcft ifl- t^e^livifp 
.|pj^v\iu{fgis n|,Uidnes$ - itself. : Itie .td^^tf^ {|f 

^|Mf©p^i?,)yiifc'itlwJ, that.x)f.,theria©»t. -.rjhft 
husband speaks, , and tb«; ^vif^ afi^oaqh^s 
hi|nrj({,^^b^ing^y, .kisse&'Jiis band».;afli4'|de- 
in?^n<|^!-p^rdQn,* I do not know ^f ifmytdft* 

male^. <wUh the exceptioa perh<^. <>)f.:the 
p^mcjpsses;^ who «aa. read or . ymi^t ?'v0ix^ 
^^to,pr,»nd in thU respec, *at ^mea 
shpx^ know no more* than what thi^ hi^fr 
banjl^jdi^se to. teach them. / 

f^he Walachian axid Moldavian lapg^ages^ 
ejccepti^g ft few words,, are the same; and 
pf jacfpally derived . from the Latin« . Certain 
words . from those of Turkey and Tartary 
ha;?C crept into it, and altogether form a; 
l>arbarp.us language devoid of energy, Tbqar 
Wpttei) .and printed characters are: made,; 
Hjpt|Of,(y;^ek,. Russia^, and Tartarian. mTH^, 
v^|g^ jGre^ is the polite language, of thl^^t 
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Wknek M Italhm and tb« VprndiPtiti'^tikifi 
sp^eirj and the. tiWe ^hich hafe' ^aftifeiicd ' 
itself^^i' Works written in^ the iatt^f Ifcn^tige ' 
^i^^ia be at present in eiei^iit ^HDfej^ct^^ 
co*Bffle#be> if the ptoiarck of GdnstantiAopfc* 
iiad^et- infenaced with the anger of ofeeavS^ 
aH4hos9^ who should read catholic boc^ks^ w4^ 

^tettidulaiiy the Works of Voltail^e. -< ^ 

In a space of near six hundred leigiitfl' 
m ckcumference, occupied by. iMoWaTia 
and W^achia, there are not more il)a^ ' 
OOa.OOO inhabitafiftd. I do not believe -^at 
ih«re i$ isuiy country in Europe ia Which 
sb^considerabb a mixture of nations is to fed- 
fduhd; 'Beside^ the Moldavians^ whb^ ai^ 
ciesto^s came out of Transylvania,* they art! 
ci>mposdd of Grefeks, Albanians^ 'Servians/ 
Bulgarians^ Poles, Cossacks, Russians, Vturt^ ' 
.gariiafts, Gernlan^i Armeniansy Jew^, and 
Biaihettiiatos or Zigahsi Thel chroiiictes of- 
MfiWivia relate, that this province ibrmerijr - 
coatained more flia^ 40,000 fi^titt^ riieri/' 
l:he;ho8podar at present tohld not magfliBr, at 
most, more than 10,000. His ordinary reve-' 
nu^fe amount to about 5,000,000 of liv*^^ 



:M«to^u{ittQinc^Jy twice as niuctii IiU 0ntif>i* 
tj[|6$9. revenues that these princestpay.a trh 
t^ite to the PoiTte; the iiri^> to the atKK>UQt pC 
a thaufian4 bourses *> and the second, fiftfieja 
h4))i<li;ed ; wUbputi)K:ludkgt}^epQreis«Q9^^they 
ajre ohhged tp pxdke to the grand offideirst ofr 
ti^i seraglib, in order to retain thtir place^v 
Let us riowresiuiie the histofical part of <sHurt 

; Laying* the ca top near Jassy, Whejfe tK« 
bpippdar J»d t&ken leave of us, we proceed-: 
e^^ong a mountainous ro^dj that codduoted} 
ug to a height from which we enjoy^ed: JMti 
extensive and most delightful proSpedt/ At.^ 
the foot of the mountain winds the! littlej 
riyer Schischy, whose banks are adi£^i>e4' 
vfith several pleasaat vlUaj^ The.^vfac^ 
country is covered^ with trees and thickMs*;. 
We discovered to oyr left the agreeai^le h^^^: 
tation of the celebrated count de Rmndjii^ow* 
Descending from themountaini w<^ £o^«b(}'Our«^ 
selves on the banks of the Schisqhy^ <^'tybkh 
we crowed by a wooden bridge ^tfdme di*« 



fiditi. 
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The bourse is eqaivaleftt to twelve hundred livres T^ur* 
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^Ace fuhiker. Afteif going ttiroughi ^ftlsjff 
ifc^oody we arriWd at a t>oat bridee" on th# 
Prtifh. We nexl directed oiir stepjs towards^ 
th6 mouiftaln^^ a»d anoth^ wood of rathei? 
lir&e exferit/ at tlie estreittity o§ which we^ 
discovered ReMna^ situated on a mountaii^ di- 
i^ed^ by two r^lteysi in one oi which a psftf 



or this village is hnjAt, and die other ort the 

*'- --0. ■•* .• "■ ■ ' .' '. ■ •. ^ ■" -' -' -'"-' 

in&ouRtaJii^. . On alt gides^othingi^ seete l?ut gaift 

3ens ihd^plaijitations of fruit-^trees, evincing, 
itie' activity exercised by the Moldavians to . 
edech. this^ tountryv ^iid to repaid the disa^Lter^ 
caused by the war. On the back pai?t:^pf th^i* 
molintalnr we observed a krge extent ^ 
arable Ia^d> which appeared to lis to be culr' 
tivated with the san^e attention * Th^e part of 
the vittd^e we o<:copifed was gloomy and ill 
Hghted^ but possessed a cleanlin^s*^ which 
amply macle us amends for this triflipg disM 
-advjwatage, • ' '* / " ." .,. '•' '/ 
The next day we left Resina m vary badr 

weather^ which lasted the whole dajV. We 

-, ■ . - . ■ . ■•'/■■ ^' • ii '■' 

observed op fhisf road nothing but a succe$r 
sibn or valleys and, mountains^ the latter ijf 
which were in general very elevated^ c|>^^tj^ 
QuTirlyiliQic which present themsielves\b|fe^ 




■.]*>(•>< Sir''- -J '''''(' "^ * T''i-%' ■- " * » '' ' '^"^ if-''--i 

ybfia ihfe' ealumfi built on the spot where 
prince PdteniKiri iexpii-ed/ The xoad ^lere 
tiiriis to tlTC left, and proceeds along a mou^- 
tAin covered with thick wood, at the extre-j 






ihity of which our conductors lo3t theif way; 

.t^,t "^'^^'V- • ■" -^ '■•■*'' . i*' ■ ^^ '-4^ •■*''•■'?■''* 

so that it was noon when we arrived m th^ 
ViWage ot Woksckinestl. Our quarters appeax- 
ed doubly agreeable to us, in consequence of 
the" extraordinary civilities exercised towards' 
lis *by a charming young Moldavian \voman* 
in wnbse house we were lodged. THe si* 
tuafioh or this village is very nne. The 
nouses are rathe'r lonely in the wood and in 
me nioiiiitain ; buf this takes riothing froqi the 
TS^aii^ 6f the slter of this canton, whichap- 
liearM to us very highly curtivated,., Ma-^ 
dame de Kotilsow, being informed. of ,the,ar* 
hval of her husBand> came with Her t^o 
dau^liters as far as this place to meet liim* 
ft would be difficult to witness a more afect- 
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!ng scene than this intervie\VexKibrtedI' A 
iiftie gala \<^as given in honour or the meet- 
ihgi in 'which we all partook with so ihupn 
tfitf itidre ^agerriess and pleasure,'* as it fur- 
li^fiid Us an ppportumfy to dennidnstrate to 
Sik'^l^hii^ot t\ie^ Wte'em" anil' ' graltitu^ 

z 2 



With which the partkukr attentions and 

feiridness he had loaded us m the course of 

• ■ ,« ' ■ . ,•■•*,•" ' ' ^ ' ''■'.' » • •.••',', 

the journey had inspired us, 

The nearer we approached to the frontier^ 

♦ •" '■j > ' ' * ', • . ■ '''■'.' 

ttie rriorie occasions we had of admiring the 
. care and activity with which these respectable 
Moldavian^ ^PP^y themselves to the cultiva- 
tion of the ground. Vine inclosures, fields*, 
and meadows, Inciessantly exhibiting new 
' proofs of the industry of the inhabitants the 
more to increase the natural fertility of the 
soil, on all sides met our view. This country, 
successively laid waste by the gloomy ,por 
li tics of the , Porte, aud by the sanguinarjr 
wars of which it has incessantly been tjhc 
scen,e, is now rapidly emerging from it^ 
Tuins;^ and its prosperity cannot fail qf in^ 
' creasing. daily, if it be allowed to enjoy that 
repose of which it stands so ipuch in need]^ 
The land every where presents the image of 




It Contains; a circumstance which these 
industrious inhabitants know how to turft t* 

whigij polleets them ag^n t02^^^^ 






unhappy war, notwithstanding the continual 
apprehensions they suffer of bein^ driven 
fram their peaceful abodes. ThougH they 
have not yet enjoyed more than tnree years 
the sweets of peace, almost all the towns anci 
villages are entirely repaired. If* tranduiinty 
were permitted to prevail during a ievvyears 
jn this country, every mark of destructioii 
wouldHbe soon annihilated. But, astheprinec 
who governs it is not sure of retaining his 
place two days together, his whole scheme 
of potitics consists in ruining it by coritrl- 
t)uudns and taxes, extorted with the view 
ot providing a fund for himself in case of dcr 
position or flight. In general, the drago*^ 
mans of the Porte are th6 person? on whoin 
the dignity of hospodar is bestowed, he who 
ojSTers most being sure of obtalriing iC' * ^The 
weakness of these princes. Who' are;, both' 
Created and dethroned by means of inori^y, 
is a continual misfoi;tune to the nation they 
govern. 'Th6 result of this is, that ihe 
people are always at the mercy of a despotic 
and avaricious master, who is coptirixied oif 
set aside at will, according to the interest of 
|h^ moment, and the greater or lesser warjtjt 
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^ mctoey CTperienced by thf first joffijeeyi^^^ 
(he cQurt of Cowtantinoplei wh6>haji^e ali^* 
way$ an interest either in cau^g jthe ij^in )of 
t&Me princ^, or sustaining them iiithsk siv 
tljrs^lis. The lauses of this frequent anti 
i^hxiciam variation have already be^a fomtrt 
^ out in what we have said pntije subject 
of Walachia, treating of the uncertain exis^ 
fence of the ho^podars. . . ; >• . ? 

The Turks, through a refinen^ent in po-^f 
}itics, have left to these hospodar§ ; certaii|f 
prero^tives tending to flatter their vanity^ 
They have permitted them to preserve thcf 
title of prince,! and to have a cqurt aad a nu^ 
merous retinue of officers, which perpetuate 

* * ' • . 

theserat}laDce of their past grandeur. Agrees 
^Ijiy tp this 5ame policy, they never directly 

mter fere with the interior government of thib 

*■ , • .• 

jNrineipality, being unwilling to shock tijf 
Walachians aad Moldavians by an opea m^^ 
ioseiessi apt of injustice. At the samgtiipe^ ^ 
8elf-inte|[est has prevented the sultans frqifi 
«nitiiig- thes^ Xwa prqyinces to their epapire^ 
^di.llripm declaring theniselyes absolute 
^aetfiif :Cff the^« Such an. i^niqn : wx»ti4 



fiitf thought i tinejr peseesE: :ftB ^sojtiter Jp9^^Qei^ 

4^incresi«ifi|; those alteady establisbed«<jE^inf^ 
soitaxi v9\m^M» vesQiiUfedt on iiixjnmn^mitMir:^ 
tbts^respckttihad always dweitiat ^ ^rhiqiift 
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Thi$ political situation has idded wsi^bl 
^cthey^oiee /attached to; this people, andl&n* 
4rely> <lest|i^ed tliie^ advantages /bestowed 
oifMKGf them by itature. It i$ not astoiiphmg^ 
timt durtiig a whole century scarcely a sioglS 
*priiice Iwis af^eared^ wiao has merited the 
i^timm^datiom and attachment of his si^bi^ 
j««^tftp/by wise and aaliita.ry regulations^ * ^Kbt ' 
le^h^'of them, has had lebure enough for this 
Mn4i^'<^ndvi^t ; andaiioftheiiihaf^eii&ejai' 
^furily h^bn apprehensiye of inournh^ljieiHa- 
ji^easuce^af ixia$ters inclined to jealousy^ Jifid 

m 

j\qt at aU disponed to render t^i^coilHiitiob^af 
the people c^il^]r;easier or h9p{kiori>ra3 i-lba 
^ " Socoie hofcpodars ha.Ye:0iadeiai:'effQiistiitD 
.establish cecti^in .regulat&>ns fef tfae(^xhxiiiii» 
.fitration of justice; but tliey >htiveascarnMk^i» 
lather |>urpo^. than < 4oi' tm^ monointric^te 
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aixt^ rclwDs 45f the la\«; ^i^(»sm! rfcrffitHftse^ 
^pbictnhkm ako^dmcted tbeifi«ftehti6&n> 
^tht nd^ect of £tiano5s, but widi rheisdeivir&r 
sof^ljhienting their reveitues by toxes, wth* . 

imt^itidifuieting themselves io mgafd to the 
-&tal isffect^ these taxes mmt neceisariffy pro* 
ichiM^ In the number of these bospodfrrs> the 
rcKKie who did the greatest injury^ to bis coun* 
:^tEyi W2B Constantine Maurocor<iato. , Without 

^ntCenng uito an estimation of his moral cha^ 
: jacter^ we m^y assert^ that he ws» a bad p€^« , 
ytidsB, and a worse iinancien His>^stfiineii* . 
iitione were perhaps not, reprehensible: it is 
^'e:lreo^lQertain, that he gavp a degree of ordfcr 
L^ tb^. finances in the commencement of his 
Ijeign; hnt in general Jhe only employed 
;fjiftlliatives against inveterate evils ; aitdv wMi 
iHti)ftjeKfi€{%tiQniofa few modificalk>ns; hehev^r 

departed from the ancient plan, A^ich wafiC 
^^l^Qtil'pne^w 5Far from thinking to feit the 
/.fi;im^^:;WG3ht of ^die taxes on the produce 
L^nt^iod the conramp^on of the co^ntiy^ 

ife&i^i'i^aMd theipoii tax^ and ^bi^dMmdehis 

. . Jlf\k same Constantine A^anrocordato, pef^ 



H.i'viroubiri±)e: possible to: save iiimsellrisijr.at 
't<moer iAdjpg half z railUon b£ iews. toi&ettii* 

btlje beraJccady: paid .to the PorteK rffihis^- 
fxjonsidferate proceeding nat onlyphihgediiSi 

eouotaTi into an abyss of misfortariwi-lrat 
:.pro>ed^ the source of his own disgriaGe:"^ ]^c 

hundred/thousand /^a^/ payable at tfaereom* 
' smencciiaient of each reign, was a sijflSkdent 
-iiMfciceinent to the Turks for contimially 

<::hang^fig the hospod^rs, in order to obtain 
-this sunythe oftener; $o that this: escpeitieift ' 
:?pr6duoed the double effect of ruiniag' the 
>oouhtry by insiipportaUe burdens^ and'^Df 
/degrading the dignity of the prfaices. 'But - 

let us resume the thread of the nfrratkmJdlF 
>our journey. . ^ r:c r ' 

- Wednesday 44 May was a d^yotk^pcac, 

und we^evoted the beautiful evening ^hi^li 

terminated it to exploring dyr woocte l^)d 
: mfoisxitatns of Woltschihcsti, ' which Hui J €6h^ 
njpidered a^ tiro ikostagreeabb spot in all lad^ 

idavia^ • It is impossible to iresisttiicf csphstiiitly 
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0nq\vtd pteaiur^ caused by its bieOnbr&i^ 
i^^iards, detitious woods, add tUe q^atitky^ 
^afviUsgesTscattercd along the road ♦ ' ^^ 

<^ 4h0 following Ttimisday we quittcid 
pUTr (jftjMteffs at three in the morning, Th^ 
Jlipih'fH}^ gracious reeepUon we bad te^- 
Jm^ai^^'^ff^m pux youi^ Moldatrian hostesdj^ 
f](Xf plea3ilre we had experienced in admiiv 
jn^.vtln$ Older and. management which |^e« 
tailed in her dome^c arrangement,' mcreased 
iheiTe^c^ wo felt in taking leave of herv 
i^ba ap^veared ih^ vacate ^nsible of .pun gm^ 
^tude, a$ tbe eagerness we manifested to cotv« 
pm^ hm^^oi^ it indicated less of that pridf^ 
j(K^iditis;scrapulouf of receiving obligadais^ 
ihan of the sentin^nts of a be^rt which sej^k$ 
IP pay what it-owe^ andwhich^finds^^aaiew 
pj^ure in acknowledging ^eyalii^e^of thf 

benefit lit has received.: ^^ : ;, J 

... •»» 

iojl^ ^^Qvasra^ iwjniops* - which .wc ^ uossed^hy 
tiieiLilii^aiMd; fon: our. pa>s$a§e.: . £a«h( skl^ 
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H'elli ftt^^th^.|;Fe4t^ jp^t , of thftsf ift: ^fM4^ 
yifL, is sitHftlsd-on a.m»g9 pf emw^6e*.JQ»9» 

4eiat6ly"h^,sadf^rofwrocHfe, XfeeiwSlfg^ 

strongydykeaai?©' erected .to dfati):^. ; ..' . \i-V 
- i^ Ave. Md ms^t ]<p%giies ta viieffKa|(^|[|t 
(io the fpljiowmg xiayr w<e le^ JSialv^sc^. f| 
foufl o-'clock iij the mor^ipg. < /{'J^^^ ^^^t^ 

1^. m; -general {Mcettjr- good iii4ievai^> : l^hd 
woods,' wfaieh cpver the cfaausof inountauiy 
that <appi9ar$( on each . side, are insQmably JasK 
sighttiof^ leairiaag the country; «» lit^:<iifpn|L 
fxpssedito view* . It wfts..i]^»rrt»o:^'9lpi:l| 
whea w!e arm$44t Kisch9ev-4>i': 94i|<ilefik9W9 
9i£u9lt£!du).» plain on the Buj^, ■w^i^k^npa^ 
ties itself into the DneiftOT' -It &fXi!^isfstKv^ 
fihurohes^ which ajre tpl^^ly h«iHl|i<|ip^ 
tivtilt of rtQoe, 9vd on ^ f qiittencf w/ iQvr 

^WiH^ei? here were ijifiujtcly )e^ ;|f):^e4»lf 
tbi^n those. %t WoJta:j|9EeQe8tL> ;lKe »ef^i3i-i# 

^. hfiuai^ of AH old widows vrk9i^>jpithhlif 

f^n, hadx<2Pic^on^'Duhf|iam:^:i(e(t|e«iitb« 
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^r lifeW hoitfcss' and die tUirmmg 'M6lcfi- 
Iritft^was greiily t^ flie disadirintage of^ the 
Ifermer: Aii epidemiciF distemper; a vety 
imgMto^^ccurrence in this coiiiitry, ks we 
Werfe'^assuted, had just begun to manifest 'it- 
idf m'tim town/'by tumors, a!hd a geheral 
^MHg -of all the parts of the body, ahc! 
bail' 'ah'eady made considerable ravagfes^^ 
^isSSft! not liinder us from making a short 
Hay in it. We found it a very considerable 
town; ^ and principally composed of shops. '" 
* €)»*un(fey the Vj^' as we had a Wge 
eighteen werstes long to accomplish, we lef^ 
^Risdmero by five o'clock in the motnm^l 
fend took a direction across hiHs and mbuiii 
tains, 'from whence We discovered the Banki 
bf the Dneistw, which forms the new^imft 
bfetween Russia and Turkey. - Thiis coahtr^^ 
fe'in general very naked, ancf does fiot ap^ 
Jwsar nearly so Well cultivated as that thrdu^lt 
'^cfr 'we 'fiad previously travelled, ' About 
«even o'clock, after having reached the fifsf 
Tof 'Wieise' *mountaihi, we s6on arrived at 'th^ 
Village of • feaschkan'y, situated beiwfeeii' two 
ms.' ^Ke divit and friendly receptfon- bf 
■mr 'fiffetr rendered' -bur nfeW quart6^"'6*x* 




fast,. whi.<jh , we . readily ,$^^0^^ ofefT^ft": 
w^ds the.,9lo$e, o£,day;,w^ f^p^>. 
yirpnsQf ^he,,Tijyi^g.^.' ,WQ.fquqd,^i 
filled with.a.gr^at nttQibeij.ftfl^e^ fp)||' 
Cniit-trpes of pVeiy desci^ipticiiv sT^gjijuif 
great attention, in. t^ place Jtp tb^-Xj^iin^jj^ 
bee$, to judge. 1?7 ^e. qiU9%,,q( |3^^.j^irp. 

* • " • 

saw in our passage. |n j^Ue^e^ning wc^JC^ 
ceired a yisif, fropi the q^q^t /i^^ ]p^^tfro^(ili;p^ 
9)^or-gefl^ral in the Russian .^rf^^.<^n4 

brother of the niini^r who Mf#^.j^)HT^aiiae4> 
fj-tffl^.petptsburg. His inte^Qfjoj^w^^^f^g^ 
a|^, til^e^ exchange which wa^.td tijt^ pl^ ^^ 
^§^?i the two an»b^s^d/>rs. ,5^9,i^^)Stg/i/c|§; 
'V\tk\ hj^ resemblance to his hrp^]b^i7ai;,iif e^ 
in,ljis person ifis manners ;^n<^,Jtii^s|^|,j^9^ 
^|59us 9pmm Aat seveial a^L^gflij^i^ j^ 
Q9^Wm loforn^ of.tha.t |jr^g #fi^|ni^i^-¥ 
ccd,;<us to treat. If im with Jtjie ^^o^ff^fH^ 
a^d, attention, ... ,.,,,■ \, .... ./..e.;-;/,,, <...vc,^ 

bnt* >*^\tjj. , thf f^xp^ptipn ^f . a. fi^^ijHJft.)4tlft^ 
i^bly eygn^rpads,. . Mfi W sqarpe^ fea?^ 



llilb ahotvg; the RtMsi»h^> $cf ^e%P\if^'th<^\f 

Hig^ tltdr country. We proceigdfe^ e^-M^ 
^ /witb so-qtticfe a pace, tlia^'arifee'J^hd' 6^ 
^ jbdur we h^d already Reached ' Kfkileftf; 
avfflagef dfr (iite'lkmtiei' of MoWa^l. W^ 
^c&mped very near this ^ke^^sX^W-'M'^ 
(fisOtioe ft<om tRrBll^isteF/ on the-Batflili^ of^ 
^fefr^was^ ftt<3h*^ the eamp of tHfe-kifittia? 
rfvtlW bJfchi b{ Bender: He wis «ffer^^ 
M in thfe p*feceding yiSar, fey^a gi^t^ ittiWiBgl^ 
^ ti'a^ysy whose ^hd^js formed^^ fciftii of 
MbtMr. The^ shtore of ^ tfte >ri*^r \<%s^ -^^ 
ij^blfeti xvifli/^eVferal pieces of catt^ftv ^0«t 
tbe'\ opposite shore was encamped' tUd re^ 
»ettt which -esfcofted frhfe Turkish ^attittAS^ 
iador* -All the craft was already ^^j^f^ 
fhrtfee pas^igc it the'rfiort?enf^^l*eh'tbfe ffx,^ 
cfaa»3^€F of> tlie^ tvto >€fi>vt>ys Wa§' ft> fafce^lafifJr 
d>tovan*ass4rim% accompani«a^ fc^^tl^ 



, * 



€a,me on: toirseback 16 4he HSLxit^; itr atfcdii^ 

tume <)f ceremony- In tlie ctenittghtrii^ 

ceived, on- the part of the Tories, ' a cctHktid^ 

for ifty j>iersoiis, as d mark cJf the faofl^affitjK 

enjoined By their law?. The next dayfeef 

receir^d' a. visit from the ArnftenMfl\i3rifl!ii 

tni^ap^ Gregor LeopbM. , Soon^afiteif rfm^i 

iier.the^ greatest pmt of the o^t^jrcr, or eortl^ 

ductpifs of the baggage- waggonsibelonjin^ 

tt> • the two embassies/ set out towards * : Smt 

l^s^piec^ve frontiersr. V v ic ••^' 

Wednesday, Vj3^' wa^ the day ilBtiittatel^ 

^xed\ on for the exchange of the twoiih^ 

bass«!dots> and consequently that of' llkf'flJfi^ 

^fftitfncnt^oi this comedy. * Oiir'peopfe wew 

5|11 WJ)^. by break of day. Ttiwardjg^ er^i^ 

o!cV>cfc, the bacha, who had been oixTOMk^ 

fvil;trar?Hing companion * ae far asr tins pTit?^ 

z^i tbfc , Hihaia of the Ifexiha of Bendei^ 

with his first secretaryv -presefiited t?heiiiseit6!? 

lit the tppt of )lj/t. de^ Kottisow. ' l^heir arriv»f 

Was' announced hf the ^souriti' ' df IHirltdx 

iHusic: *Tliey were fdUo^d by a^'^reaif 

xretaJ)ef io| ipmons on foot antf tibrsel^iclfer 

'j(l;ft^,(t;^4hort j^arangne;; which was traaslatdl 
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to M. Kotusow by the interpreter, wc put 
oiirdelves in marching order, and pt'oceeded 
tpitrardsihe $hore/ where our hatha \Vaited 
for u»ift a magnificent tent, the entrance of 
vhicb, ' decorated with high columns, per- 
^ctly resembled the. fafa^e o£ a church.. 
The regiment which had accompanjed tlie 
Tu^sh ambassador was under arms on the 
opposite shore of the Dneister, along the little 
mountain which borders this river. Count 
Beibarodko was waiting also for the Turkish 
envoy, who soon appeared with all his suite, 
advancing towards the tent which was erect- 
ed on the sbqre. Immediately M. Pisani, se- 
cretary to our embassy, and myself, crossed 
the river in a veryhandsome sloop, to offer 
proper congratulations to the Turkish am- 
bassador, and to invite him to exectite the 
purposed exchange. When we had aocom- 
^li^ed our errand, we repassed the Drieister 
to return to our own party< The two shores^ 
were covered with spectators, who had 
come, itorti the neighbouring villages to wit-/ 
ness this' ceremony, which had 4>een an- 
nounced by several volleys of heavy artillery.. 
The two ambassadors arrived at the same 
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yesjsfiiwhic^ was m thq n^iddle xjtf j^jj^^ 

and contained a small gi'^pn *'^uil4i?!g,^iMo> 
which tj^d eKChangg^was |o^aJ«i|4§6e..| ,iA|.>/ 
new discharge Q^^airy ^d sipall air|iUjgfiig<^l 
anncjunced^ht' event. Every, ppf^^^^fpiii 
We^nt o/fuogxd, aiid eadh party Was conseyja^ i 
to .thet shore of ita destination. The j(3ty;;p*^^:> 
p^riented by the Russians, as they <3^^ - 
more approached their native soil> was n?©^ ;; 
nifiested in the most unequivocal mannerji /io : 
mutual hilarity and Ql!fegratulation«» , 

As ^ooti as We had ilnished th? excelktit, . 
bisakfast which had been prepared for us, by ; 
c;ount Besbarodkoi we took the rokd foDu^ . 
bassar. The regiment wkch had apcompa^ , 
nied the Turkish ambassador opfue^ jthe 
march* It was near six o'clock ia the even-* 
ing when we arrived at. pur guarte^f 'Nq^ ^ 
thing could equal the. satisfactloxx I ^peri-* 
enced in having at length ihe power of m-^;, 
posing in a good bed^ after all th^^ialigueg 
of the4ay# having been on my^fefct fronst. 
four o'clock in the .mo^ning^ , >W$*^thu^ . 
quitted the beautiful country o£^J^al4tviaj I 
£rom whence we passed to the plain of Qi^> 

2 A 
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zikow.. The two follpwing days afforaca^ 
nothing., remarkable, or that merits, being; 

*»^''>» , -..- 

rplated, . .. 

•■■'»'- " , 

. On Saturday Vji*^' the ambassador and 

"". • ^ - *- .' - ' , 

count Besberodko gave jointly a ball, to the 
ladies, of Dubassar. This little town has been 
eyery, day. gaining importance and extent^ 
since.it h^s 'been under the benevolent prpr 
tection of Russia. Ita environs are filled with,^ 
gardens; and fields in^the highest state of cul-. 
tivatipij. A ereat number of boyses are 
building on every side of it, which will soon, 
cousiderabiy increasie the to\S^ny and contri-. 
bote to its embellishment. On the two fol- 
lowing days several persons detached them*-,' 
selves from the embassy, to go on before, and 
reacK Petersburg the sooner* We renialned 
at Dvibassar till Tuesday* ^ 

, The next day, -t4j5S; was the day at length 
fixed on for our departure. AVe proceeded 
in thcsanae order as before. Each indivi- 
dual was obliged to provide himself with what- 
ever he might want, and had permission to 
set off when he pleased. As we were attached 
to the. civil department, we were obliged to 
w^it for the ambassador's orders before. we. 




Couidi make any determinations* , (^iit cJai*-* 
riage being' very heavily loaded, my ccini-* 
jjanibnls and myself were afldwed six horsed 
to conduct us to Elizabeth-stadt^ which was 
330 werstes distant. As in the preceding 
year we had gone as far as Balta, by me 
plains of Oczakow, and had severer times 
lost our way> we now resolved to takex^ui: 
direction through the Ukraine, and this was 
the fourth time we saw the Dneisten rThe 
roads we met with were very gpod^ ^hd in- 
general tolerably even; and we should havd 
had reason to be pleased with the journey^' 
but for the cold, which on that day was very 
piercing. We observed on our left the Httlel 
rper EgorliG> which falls into th6 Dneister 
at a short distance from Dubassar. The> two 
ehores are covered with a great number of vil* 
lages^ It was near noon when we arrived at 
Okna, situated on the little rivef I have just 
spoken of,: which flows between two chaiqs of 
hills. This village belongs to general Stursa, 
of a distinguished Moldavian family ; who,' 
as well as many others, came to seek pro- 
tection and an asylum on the Russian terri- 
tory. The inhabitants' of this village are also 
Moldavians. After dinger, we accomplished 

2 A 2 
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the twenty werstes which rem&ined . fdf . ui 
to travel^ and reached Birsow^ by a road 
through , beautiful plains, on the^ left of 
which appeared several small mountain»y 
We were scarcely arrived in this place^ 
wfaere we were very comfortably domici- 
liated, thaa the ambassador passed through 
it in his way to Balta. Bitsowa is situ<« 
ated In a very fertile valley between two 
kmall mountains,, and crossed by tbe little 
river Egbrlic, wfiich was formerly ^e 
line of demarcation between Russia and 
Poland. \ 

The next day we resumed our ^arch by 
five o^clock in the morning. With the ex- 
ception of the mountain we met with going 
out of this village, and some other small 
elevations, the road was in general tolerably 
' even. After marching some hours, we reached 
^e abode of a hermit, who had built himiself 
a little cell partly under ground, at the en- 
trance of the plains of Oczakow*. We 
very shortly after discovered, at the foot of 
the mountain, the town of Balta, situated in 

* 

* All th« environs pfOczakow present absolatefy no^thg 
but a naked country, and the Russians call this kind of dcsetts^ 
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.% Kbttoxn, on the banks of a smaU'river called 
theKadiih, and lined with villages.and coun- 
try houses. We revisited this little town with 
very great pleasjure, and stayed to dine in it: 
We were told that general Suwarrow had 
stayed five days in it very recently, apcpm- 
panied by eight regiments, he commanded, 
with which he was proceeding to Poland, in 
order to quell the troubles which had broken 
out. Our ancient host^ to whom we paid a 
visit, appeared delighted to see' Us again** 
^His first question was to know if the peace 
would be durable. Having told him we were 
ignorant on the subject, our reply put him into 

• . ' . 

so ill a humour, that we took leave of him 
without waiting for the result of the reflexions 
our answer appeared to suggest to bin). 

We had scarcely finished dinner before, 
we again 5et out on our journey^ The roads, 
though a little sandy, were pretty good. We 
left on our right a little chain of mountains,* 
and passed through several villages, the 
neighbourhood of which contained nothing 
but \yell cultivated fields. We reached the 
village of Gross-Bobrick, forty werstes from 
J5atta, about five o'clock ipi the evening. Oiie 



358 






of the Poles, who form the greatest portion 

- > *t • 

of the inhabitants of this town, offered us a 
clean convenient apartment, with windows 
having large squares of glass, (a very singu- 
lar circumstance in this canton) under whose 
roof we passed the, night. 

The next day, after thanking our host for 
the excel}ept accomn^odation, be had ber 
plowed upon us, we quitted this town about 
five p'clpck in the n)orning. At liberty to 
choose between two roads which now pre- 
sented themselves, pne pf which turned' 
round the qipuntaln and was very sandy, we 
preferred, as the shortest, that which crossed 
it more directly. After twp hours* march^ 
we arrived at its summit, from whence we 
discovered KriyonrO^ero, within twP stages 
of Olyioppl, an4 sitiiated in a pjain at the* 
foot of a nioqntainf Following this road, 
we arrived ^bput r\qoi\ ^X Kumirowa, thirty-» 
six werste^ distant froni Gro^STBpbrik. The 
civility with whjcti the inhabitants received 
US induced us tp stay with then> a couple 
of hours, Ouj: conductors, who had previa 
pusly acted in that capacity to th6 Turkish 
gn>l^asS4dori and hud not received att P^qIc' 



for iheir trouble, through a knaverj oCwhlch 
the ambassador no doubt was entirely igno- 
rant,, testified a great deal more satisfaction 
in our; service, and seemed sensible of the, 

care we took to divide with them the little! 

^ , - . .. 

*we possessed. After having paid them ge-" 
nerously, we caused them to be supplied 
With sufficient food to subsist them on their 
ly ay back. The twenty-five werstes we had! 
still to travel before reaching Olviopol werq 
completed in the afternoon. We continued 
our course along plains, and reached the 
fcanks of the Bog, which we crossed in the 
4srivirons of thi« town, where we passed the 
night. 

. The next' day we found the roads better 
and less sandy. ,When we had proceeded 
twenty werstes, we stopped some hours at 
Liss^-Gera (the foxes' mountain) to give 
our horses time for resting. This place^ situ- 
ated on an eminence, is considerable and 
well built. In the course of the. afternoon 
we accomplished tlie thirty remaining 
werstes, and, after having crossed several 

■ 

^ills, w^at length reached Petschannoi-Brod, . 
iutuate4 pn the little river Doschllk, lined oi) 
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both side& with its rocky shprc^ . W-ft ,H|i|Bf» 
passed tlie night, in a small house bdon^y' 
to a Walachian. . ^ =. 

' *We quitted this village the nejct day yi^ 
early in .the morning, to^ioqeed towajij^s 

^ Skihta, situated at the distance of foity 
werstes. We dined in this viU^e. Aswewijre 
cio longer very far from Hizab^th-stadt, yre 
soon discovered its fortress^ and eveft ^he 
town itself, which w^ reached about iftve 
o'clock in the evening. The ambassador had 
received the most |>ositive qrderis nQttoio4g6 

"' "again Jri the fort;^ but in the towq, lil?^ the 
rest of the retinue ; whilst tiie great object of 

"ike riiission with which he w«s charged bekig 

^ flow accomplished, the precautions and area- 

''?uyes for his safety which had b^ei^ taliCQ 

'" ^hile' he was proceeding bec^nie useless 
wheh '^,be ' was on his return. This place 
pleased >is even more th^n the «vfirst- (Miw 
we passe4 through it, I paid a vis^ to 

' the liiajor of Cossacks, in whose, hpin© I 
had' then been Ipdged; bi^t 1 was t9W:3he 

> was at pherson, Tfhe pmbassy here ^iy^fjed^ 
and the individual^ which bad compose^ it 

■ were ^t liberty '£o proceed t0 . ..j^e^sl^rK 
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SBiar fegetlier or separately; as they t]bou|jIil 
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The next day I enjoyed the pleasure of 
MW^eing se^srehil of niy friends who were: xe-^ 
turned from the Crimea. ' They gave us the 
most pleasing accounts of this charming pen- 
insula, and of all the delightful sites it con- 
tains. Amongst other things, they spoke 
with the greatest pleasure, of Sudack and 
JBatchiserai, as well as of the Jew's Fori. 
These places indeed, in my opinion, present 
7i finer view, and a site more pleasing and 
' picturesque than any in the Crimea. 

On Friday the ^\ th June, at ten o'cloqk at 
flight, I and fny companions had the good 
fortune to procure horses, which we had be* 
fi»e vainly sought for, during ,the wjboie 
journey. We took advantage of the friesh- 
ness of the evening, and a beautiful moon- 
light, to quit Elizabeth-stadt, It was hot 
without a sort of chagrin that I learned/ 
^ rfter our departure, that the Turkish ambas- 
sador, after quitting Kriuleni, had been de-* 
prived of \ht three tails he bore as a marlc of 
- distinction, and thrown into confinement 
ybf tibebacha of JBender. ^Ve had in general 



\ V 



* 

/ - 



tfm, roads,- and remarked mih .plea^to^ 
that all the country which passed under our.: 
y<ew was, very carefu^y cultlvatedt 

At sunrsetting we perceiy^d Adschamkaj 
twepty werstes from Elizabeth-stftdt. It is 
rather a considerable village, and surroiuiided 
with trees and little woods, which render iti 
gkuation ,very agreeable. Fron^ hence we 
proceeded towards Petrikowka, tw^ntyhsix: 
werstes further, and reached it about raid^ 

p^sh^' ■■■-'.. 

: Jh^ next day, . about four o'clock in £hi^' 
inornmg, we gained the little town of Akxf 
a}i4Wf si^Ufite^ at twenty werstes. fr^m the*, 
last^t^ge, 4nd ^dispersed pn die bank^.of^iaj 
snj^jl lake. Our road ^as alternately interr 
^ected by plains ai)d hills. We obser^wed; 
that the. fcultivation of <,he Jan^s was less at- 
tQnd^d tpj tbaa that of the pantons thi:o\|g}i 
whicjh we had .lately pa§§ed ;, however, ^ 
w^ approached ocarer jto o^% post, .we.r«f>' 
marked a great number of fields gown wi4b 
grain, apd of beautiful meadows^ : . i i 
. The next day, aboiut eight o'clock in^ilw! 
jnorningi we gain^.^^ritqna, ^irt^fit tveflty^: 

^yen' werstes. fri)m:th0'^«.^ ^Jim plap^> 



U^ 06ftitpQ$ed of a- few -hou«es, ancj is siftiat^ ^ 
al twenty werstes from Kremetschudk, whichi*- 
we perceived in a sandy plain on the battks of; 
tbe Dnieper. The two shares of this pive#4r€; 
covered with hauses and villages. Th€f rest ' 
of the road is in general choked with dSfid*^ 
After having passed through the vHfege of* 
Gruchow, situated on the further shore of ^ 
the Dnieper, we crossed the river by adraw^ 
bridge, which in this spot is very large aitid ' 
rapid. We had no sooner passed it, thaij we 
fbund ourselves in the town of Kremetschudk 
Its streets are pretty large, and for»i a declivity; 
towards the banks of the Dnieper. The greialest 
part of the houses are constructed of wobd^ 
^nd are only one story high. This towi^ is the 
gSat of the civil government of the government 
of New Russia, and contains about f<!mrthou- * 
sand souls. It has acquired a certain degree 
pf consideration in relation to the <ytheT^^ 
towns in this part of the country, ohly^ince 
the new establishment of Cherson,. whitli i? ' 
at two hundred and three wersties distance 
from it. It is the point where the two 
jroads which lead to Gherson fall into each 
olfaer^ as the two road$ from Kiow and Pul^ 



towai unite in the Crimea. Krcmetschuck is 
the depository of almost all the merchandise 
which comes down the Dnieper to go to 
tjherson, on account of the cataracts which 
interrupt the navigation between these tw<* , 
towns. A rich merchant of this place 
has blown up, at a great expense, several 
rocks, and has succeeded in enlargmg th^tf 
passage so as to accommodate a small barge ; 
but it is difficult to destroy them . all, and 
to render this passage easy, notwithstanding 
the advantage which would be derived from 

it to the Ukraine and to Cherson. 

» "■ - . • ' • - 

Kremetschuck is an infinitely handsomer 
and more regular built town than Elizabeth^' 
stadt. It contains a great number of^ shops, 
ranged in files, and the houses square, which 
produces a very pleasing effect. Not being 
able to procure any post-horses, we were 
obliged to defer our departure till the follow- 
ing day. We employed this interval in visit-^ 
ing and examining the interior parts of the 
town. The public walk, along a lake si- 
tuated at one of the extremities of the town; 

i . Ik « 

appeared to us of considerable extent. Its 
{)anks are planted With trfees> which fbrnt- 
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loogalleys and shady retcea^ a^eeattj^^dls-^ 
trit>uted.' It was not without admiratiph we 
cibserved with what address so charming a^d 
delightful a walk, in a niarshy and ^san^y 
part of the country, had been produced^ Ijrf 
'art.'. '_ 

Having been obliged to pass th^ night la 
this town, we thought we could do, nothing 
better the next piiorning than to pay a visit 
to the grodnitz^ or judge. As the state of oitf 
slender finances obliged us to think of d^ ' 
parting, we conjured hirai not to detain us ^ 
longer. After a conversation rather serious 
and dry with this grodnitz, we were at 

length fortunate enough to succeed in ob- 

-' • " • "^ ^ 

taining horses. They belonged to some ^ 
Kussian merchants, who invented all sort* 
of means to extort money from lisj, which 
is a very common practice among these mer- 
chants,, who are in general very cunning and 
subtile. The demand which we made upoa 
them to convey m wa. consider«i bjr 
them as a kind of tax, with which th^ 
had no inclination to burden themselves : 
but when we mentioned our intention t0 
' pay them, the proposition softened .their HI^ 
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)}Umptir. We left Kremetschuck oh Silfl^ 

'•,'■«»■ " > ■ . • ■ ' ♦, ' ' ' 

^ay tt June, about nine o'clock in the iflorn-* 
ing. AVe met at first with very sandy roadsir 
but jafter proceeding several leagues they 
became better* On the . right before us waai 
a large delightful valley, interspersed with; 
voods and a great number of villages/ After 
having proceeded for some time ^ between 
two hills, we perceived, in descending^ 
Omelnik, a town, of Little Russia, situ^ 
s^ted on the Psol, at twenty werstes frorn 
Krenletschuck. .. Wc. remained at the postf 
hou5e which, h liear the church, no longer 
than was necessary for changing horses. - 

After. . having; f ravelled . nearly eight 
werstes on a rising ground, we gained tvyo 
mountains, at the foot of which is. a village, 
situated on tlie borders of a lake through 
which runs a causeway, forming the conti- 
nuation of the road. On each side appears 
a 5teep-hill washed by the lake. The churchy 
which is situated on an eminence,, forms a 
veifV agreeable point of view. ' . 

" Continuing this road, we arrived at thd 
yillage of Maiischilea, situated on an emi- 

nence, : where we .staid a couple of hours to 

fc - ^ , '» . ^ - ...» .1 » .' . » . , ' .,./ ^.' , J. . t 
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^Ihe. Toward six o'clofck we fesumeti XJiit "^ 
march, in order to reach the nearest stage^ 
which was' at' the distance of twenty-sev^i* 
werstes. After having travelled itearly Foiir* 
teen werstes, the road began to become mouh^' 
tainous. It was almost an hour longer before 
• we gained the village of Fidbrowk'a, thiff 
pleasant situation of which niadd us regret* 
that we had not arrived parly enough to en- 
joy it. This place is surrounded by a chaift 
of mountains, and, like most other villages «df 
this canton, is situated near a large lake, whicli 
is crossed by a causeway and bridges. ' Tbd! 
trees planted on the banks of this causeway 
render it a very agreeable avenue. The road^ 
after winding round the lake, continues as 
£ir as the foot of the mountain. As our horses 
were very niuch fatigued, we did notarrive at 
Astapie till eleven o'clock in Ithe evening. 

We quitted that > post two hours after. We 
were so overcome with fatigue, that, not- 
withstanding the jolting of the carriages^ 
we fell fast asleep. We continued; to Jineet 
with roads of nearly the same »descriprioa. 
The villages through which wei passed** are 
situated in pleasant valleys, oh the binks :df ' 



hkHt which in this country .^!fr6iU4d %upi^ - 
the plftce of livers. About ^ ^'clod!^ litti tht- ^ 
9i€rouig irt arrived 'at Bogatstchk^^ & Is^gtf ! 
and pretty viUage> where we changed. liOTseff;' 
The ivliole <rf this canton/very highly eolti- 
f^tAdi forms a part of Little Russia/ Thd 
intyorit|r of tl^: inhabitants speak the same - 
language/ and wear the same dress as the 
Riis9ians. After having proceeded dewnf 
wer^res^ We reached our first post at U?ti-» 
Uti^f Where we staid to dine« We hadstill ^ 
tW^fity-'two wer^es further to reach the vil*< ^ 
la^ S^wotschiria* . The excellence of our 
boc^esgave xls an opportunity of perf&rmingf 
tht9 stage in an hour and a half, though the 
foads Were very difficult, being here ^nd 
ttere ' c^ked with a quantity of sand<< Thif 
place is situated in a plain<» It has thre;^ 
large churches, onei of which^ built of stone> 
is surrounded with woods and large trees^ 
forioing a sbady retireiment, the approach to 
winch inspires a sort of religious respect Wc 
could abt quit thfs village. till three (/clocks 
on aeorafit of the irregularity which prevaihi 
at the post houses^; as the inhabitants of the '^ 
villages are bUigod. to furnish trayeilenr wldir 



ntuagiber af wocwfe. - n fi^ 

Tiae yiUage of Ragchevveka, tweoJgMWar 
werstes further on, and in which isth& next v 
post-house, is, like the preceding one^ si- i 
tuated on ah eminence bordered .with de- ? 
lightful valleys. Before us: were two large : 
chuf ches, ^ which, . like all the other$ in this h- 
part of the opuntry, are constructed in a (i<^0 
thic style, and i^anked witli ^^^ny tp^we|*^^^ * 
We. were detained at the po^t-hduse al^io^ 
two hours. I took advantage of this dela}^ 
for allaying my thirst with som0 glasses q£ 
b@er, which, in its excellent quality, gr^acly 
~ resembles that made in Germany. I a,lso ate 
a few mduthfuls of a black^-lookiqg l)r^d; 
which, notwithstanding its colour^ was Jfatben 
agreeable. About seven o'clock in the even- 
ing we left this pkce, and proceeded along a 
tolerably good road, intersected ^r hills, andt 
bordered on each side by valleys, .in.w^h». . 
a^ear a great number o£. wx)ods andjuilH 
la^. I xj^iOK than once sighed £6t my e^qurt* 
sioyeis ^aibot; but we now traireiUGd .^» om^ 
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ffiis incIiDatioii. M^an\yhi'ife, .tKf^njjiai jj^f^ 
beauties which nStiii^ seemMQ^^^ve tat(kQ^ 
a. pleasure in coUeqting itt-tb^s ^chatmi^ 
Colin try afe infinitely worthy o^, a closer ox* 
am|tiation. AC the extreitlity of a^vUiage 
We suddefnly fbun^ ourselves sarrpiiaded .b)f 
a great number of ssilall mountains, whicli 
We were cd^Hged to pass^ It was ten McXoqh 
14 the fevenii:^ when we sirrived at the ppst^ 
jiouse of Heidischef, after having, accoirt- 
plished otifJ.eighiteeG Werstes- A3 the prope? 
officer for forwarding our journey was gone^ 
|o >ed, we were detained in this places 0^ 

after midnight* - . % 

\, About fQur.o*ciock the next morning w<5 
teacfae4 Podolke, ?t village situated in ? plain 
twenty wastes from the last stage. After hav-s- 
u}g coivtinu^d our march during five hours^ 
and crossed several mountains, commanding 
a. vaiUey which we left to the right. We ar*-. 

rived at the small town of Mischirtsch^situateA 
at the fpot of one of these mountains, thirty- 
two' werstes fiirthJer thxin the stage yve last 
Quitted. We observed here a small clijurpK 
bju^ oistOQe, and situated oa aa eminence 
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^iMmiMag^ in entity view df the town, 
Hv^i<^W6<lii\tteA at ten o'clock Jii the raorh- 
Utig:- Hie banks of the Jake, wtiich is at 
some distaiite from thcincd, are covered vf i^ 
houses iftd woods. 

After continuing our inarch thraugU al 
tery sindy country, interspersed wifh woods; 
mountains, and extremities of plains, vte p6r^ 
ceived the town of Leb6din, iri the gover»- 
irtent of Charkow or SIoIkkI. , We left it iif 
our rr^ht, and having passed the vlffiag6^ of 
Worodin, we discovered fhcf Ifttl* t6Wh oF 
Summi, in the province of the same ham<?,^ 
which contains three largfe chtirches Btiitt 6l 
freestone. We soon gained ^t |)6st-feodafc^- 
\vhere we again experienced me ihcdrjiYijM 

nience of not being able to proCili^' horses. 
The town of Summi, situated betWfeeti two 
Wl!s on the banks of a lake, is tolerably to- 
felisive, and contains several haiKlsorne d3i« 

♦ 

fices ; and if the inhabitants continue to elffict 
houses with the same activity which we'AVit* 
liessed in our" passage through it, it i^ pro'^ 
B:rf)le thdt in ten or twelvii years this'pI^Ctf 
i^ill become of much considfefatibti. ff'Avti 
j^eHc at o'cIoCk'iri the eveiiiA* wHtti Welti^'ifi 
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and- so okfaaust^d, that .w^ cH^ iio^^frr^lf^;|fyi 
tme?fdook in the momiiig 4$>!t))f p[«$|fh^§p 
Ift'Pfecrowka. FQituna(tel)r;n!^*jdidjnot hegce 
Wdk so long a time for our^i^^^lfj^^atithat 
We^iast <)fiitted. On the ro94» i^tiichb ^ in 
gtA&t&l even, we observed another ^Qowd^- 
t^i^le^ village, and a little fiirth^jt> .thkl^rf&v^ 
weifces from the post^house^ SurschayrJth^. 
^kurch of which had long be^q in, vicj^xY* 
This little town is about oi^leaguein Ic^gi^f 
%ndls aconthmation of villages,, wbj^b'^^^91 
to make a part of it. The activity of a great 
'iMinb&r of blacksmiths we observ^ 95 ^e 
passed^ and the air of goo4 humpui: .^^i/)hu 
pr^v&tiled among them, afforded u$,thei)^- 
est pleasure. .. /f.> ,^ , 

^^:W^'i proceeded towards the post-^l^ouse, 
twenty-five werstes further. Aft^ b^v^^g 
-gcme alojQg many woods, .and crossed the, 
bridge of a. considerable lake, we, arrived 
%bQut..iiiQe o'clock at the village pf Sg^l- 

4^tka. . AX the post-house . we met with 

* • > . . , . '"^ •. 

an old.Russian^ b$ respectable froiQ ,bi$^ s^ge. 
Uf^ hk long beard, whp converse^ .a.^opd 
deal with Ais (» ave^sMb>pt.;Qf Ru^b^^^e. 
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fe»^en "ir«SiftJ*>m and •flii^'diftartSill ^m- 
^l§M^>M^^-^kdmtde. 'the q.gsin%.«f 
mtfe'Hi^itiliched toi ^e hones of>i6W<^ 
Hffilge'/* J^ -^ply the place b^"pc»t-fe^f^, 
^i^^<Msfeif!riary ' ttmorig the Russian pistil*-' 
Hdhsi' 'hk9 alr&tdy ahnfOuncfed o^ .^air iv<iir, 
^k^ttn vv6 \v€re at a great distance* Ifcitai ^ 
^^^^; and 'consequently afforded an; opppr* 
Hrtfefty ^ctf their « having horses in re^dtncGS 
Idi-ixs. By thiis' means We' employed a,T^fy 
iftibft^tilttt^ ill! 'chftAgfirtg horses^ ^8lld: oUr <¥fi* 
^@l^iii[Ui >#it^ th«'oldrman fcoiild/ nor estc^nd 
'fo'ftny dthcif^iWlbjetti The litde infdrmatba 
iie^g^Tt^'Us^^ in regard- to the town>ol?S*tf<difl^ 
•ftli^?shcd ife, hbwevej-, witUiahiidea cf idye 
**itey circflmstartees of the majority of/tbc)i{i^ 
liabitants. : : . » ;!, 

^"^ After quitting this town, we^soom disco<- 
Weted die 'village of Kastattnania^ situated 
tSventy-tvvo werstcjs farttier, andttp tfa^dbsun^CB 
of a lakfe at thef^bt of a imDUntainj Wi^wefk-^ 
through a pretty large' plains t^tse^vm ob-. 
ferved several small villages. After leaving 
thi' post-house, which was situated ;i^ that 
t^6d Diakotaowa/twenty^tbreei'wferst^si'uc- 
^^iWi we m€0{intdred^yecy.<ld?p mnds in:dt(SigK 



on 99^;^ side w|t|i extcn^ve Yrpf(is,Wfimt^ 

.wbp informed us they were g^i^g |p J^ws^!* 
<w a |)%rimage tq a ch^p^l dc4»Q^e^ to th« 
yitrgin, and which was very, ln^ph.,freh 
'i^uented during the time, of th^ ,f^.. Aft^ 
traveUiog about ten, werft^s,. we.»e.rpei)^^ 
in the dbtance the steippks of this XQYf^f 
which however now and .then dj^appeare«jl. 

^om our view. At s^ short distance from 

. . . •• '•..'' 

I^ence we poiwd by a.drawlwridgUf P?fr 4^* 
small rivec of £ursk» from whicifa the t^wa 
httiderlved ite jiame. Our conduetprs, wi$)^ 
tng to avoid the deep sands which sp fyer 
<|uently occurred in the high rpadt n^^d^ 
a small circuit to gain a mountaini for.thf 
most part composed of calcareous ^jtoqes. 
We had ^scarcely reached its smmimit h^for^ 
we again perceived H^v^tsk and, its (^hurche^^ 
A part of this town is situated at the foo^ qf 
the mountain I have just mention?d^ anc[ 
t|;ie^rest on an eminencCi, which forms, ai;! 
extensive plain, and is washed by the ISJ^^ 
riv^ Tusker, whieh empti^ itself into jh^ 
Kui^v '^^ stwe^ ace long and ^^^act 
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ftv/aSi? of '^IdK <^aJinot fdU dfihcfei^g; 

jrffeaav/'i^e^n ohall sides. The' irht>ps'' 
is¥e absSTaieiy similar to' those of the mer-' 
cfiant« of ?et6fsfcurg. They are long- biHId* 
ings'6f freestone, and oc(ia!6lone4 Us' fnucif 
ihorib^satlfefafetioii than those we had seeri'6f 
thfc gjinie kihij at Kremetscliuck, The edif 
fice the most remarkable for its qej^uty i$ 
Stnitedbn an emmence, and is the pfl^cial' 
^Vil of government, and the residence of the 
^B^erribr. We perceived on the shore of the* 
Tu^sk'er, which flows close to this place, the 
village of Stralitzka, which in some me^iirt 
it ^nothing more than one of the suburte of 
th^'town. We passed the night in the hbuse* 
of a person of our acquaintance. As we had^ 
travelled on this day near 150 weifstes, and 
\yere extremely fatigued, we did Aot requifi 
niuch invitation to accept the excellent ac- 
commodations that were offered lis, arid to 
ta^te the sweets of a rep6se we xi^ere $o rixnch 
in want of. . * ,„ ,.... 

' I'lie repairs we were obliged to tnafoci tb' 
mt catriage uwe^nortompfcfedtiH thettext^ 
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otiil aboat eight c^clock. A large andJspdok)itt» 

"sqitnPe^ sitirated near one of the> Hov'iM^tee, 

ygnU iHed ivith the Nvaggpiisrof itbe'p^assi^s, 

Bird were come to thq fair which k| every 

: ^ar dield in this place. The chapel dedi- 

ocatedJto the Virgin, which at ^thisri time is 

'^•ptn to the devotion of the people, attracts^ 

i-a ^;Wjat'«)nc0iirse of pilgrin^ who come to it 

, ' ilNMii all the villages round. 

' Our Rmssian postillion was no; soicoiec^ on 
tlie tdad^tlian he began to- sing many plx$a- 
sant^2Cnd cheerftil songs he had bought at t^e 

< fafir. This: confirmed th^e opimon we befwe 
€iiteftaiiked> that a Russian never loses his 
gai^ wider 'any misfortune whatever; and 
that in this point they i:psemble the Erendi, 
vfao bafve sufficient philosophy to be sensible 

' that o^ly weak minds are addicted to despair 
on occasions of calamity. 

Not having been able to procure any 
hoMei^ at the post-house, > we engaged our 

' guide to conduct us as £ar as Kurassowo, 

^ t#ehty-two werstes from Kursk, where- we 
slept. We regretted tlie more not having 
passed 4hrottgh Cbarkow, Belgdrod, arid Pul- 
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. mity&^pMr^fry: addtfioitai length :q$.w9^ like 

W^tlms^oet an opoortuiuty fofytoiktz' llnwe 

.yery pleasant>aDd:agrceabl5r6ihiated[jtoi!«iis 

-I ,U was;near.^i^ht oIclock;Jn Xlte moinbig 

v^en w^\%Yt%ved the next day ilOt:3chat# -TJie 

jwhole w^yfrpm Kursk to Qrei isin g^sfcal 

a few hills.. We-obseii;V^d:jc>n <wiri»piif(89^ 
a gF^jl number , of. YiUages-arid ^s^otifQ and 
a^ut three o'clock in tlrf afiernoQn^,atJe«gth 
|3i$G0iv^ned Oi*?l,iarid the botKje <*£ thetg^wsr- 

:1f>c>ri. which k placed on an ewnjsrtice, :T^k 
town is skuated^ in a fertile ^in>:at'<Jwiw»r 
jftux of the two ;rivers Qpa ^mt %litzj»,/ It 
ii; the depositpry of tfee cofn. whtch, c^mes 
from the Ukr^rLne, to be afterwards tj^ms* 
ported to Petersburg by fend, or ; by water,. 
Orel is a town of some: consideratioha, and 
veiy regularly built. Its situation, hovifever, 
did not afford us sQ.much pleasure as that of 
|^liir$k.. ^^e left it about ^ix o'docli. jn 4^ht 
eys»iiig, and p^Qceed^d by a. vfiryt^Wly 
jfoad aod^a thi^^k wood. - . v ^ '!-\i- 

ii.i It i .W4S Hi$»r , ni»e ©?ckiicjk , iwh^n ,5 wt^^ar- 
rived at the post-house in the village 6b- 






SAmi^iA a$e '^Hbbles df a rivet >>f^l<: s»^^ 
wjfriej^ wHt^h we passed liy ir -^rd. ' W^ 
again set out about eleven o'clock, and'l^'i^ 
li^i^im^rirhng, on awaking, weretidt ^iittle 
s^ipiiaK^* ' at iKscovering, thhtyifiVe werttei^ 
fAki whence, the tawn of litzinskr; situated' 
6ti )feyte»^i *l*ightsr at the foot of whiclir tuns 
tHfe* Fiischa; 'that we crossed' b^ u wi^bdeii' 
bitdge', 40'cfnter the town, which w^fonrid*iitJ 
Ifesfe' pteasbg than Kursk and Orel, riotwithi^ 
^andtng" ihe^ort time we could cdmrtifahd^ 
t6' exatttine^ itv The country we trftVelttfrf" 
ovef to reach thh town, though* a Httle'hill)?,^ 
m^v^ty woody, presents different poiri^ bf^ 
\itftr equiEilly agreeable and picturesque^ "^^ 
< After goin'^ through Great and Litrie^^u^^ 
rWdwo, two-Viliages situated along the hF|^h^ 
r(?atf, and the httuses of which are bordiered 
^♦ifli '^aJvenucs, we, towards the evemri]g;,i 
reached Plawa, situated on an einihence;^ 
arld'4>n a river of the same name, This' 
pf^e,' ai weir^s the greatest part of tlie Vi|^^ 
lages^^- Russia, ' is rather considerable. Hie* 
chikeh, whiekh remarkable for its beitity, i 
AS <\^^l 'a5 nidny oFthe' hoiises, is sitiilted^ytt^ 
z^m *t lh*^extreTriity'of-a M'Ood, whi<tWJii<iP 
^ little contributes to the charm of its situa* 
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hpdg^ vf;(i9structed with equ»l ikiU.»p4 9f^ 

4i|^« : . . ■■■:■•:,".■■■ 

The next day we crossed se verajl JaiUi QTttt 
yeiy sfmdy road^* AboMt sei^en k^'cUh^H' wt 
4is^pvf;red the town of Tula^ -bu^ were pr^ 
yented ky b^ wether from b^g ^h, wqU 
fe> f|,»8M;)g|*ii^h ite ^imatioo. My travjelUng. 
fipinpaiiiQQ^ who w^s too well ac<|uaiixted 
Wifeh.^the country to be as desifous aa myself 
tflje^ipiore all the wteresting qbject^' it might 
f^taiPt mwifested a desire to go to Mos* 
<pw,tp ymt his family and friends. As I h^d 
^ready bad an opportunity, during n^y first 
residence in Tula, of seeing the manu&c* 
tories of arms which. are estaUisbed therei we. 
now contented ourselves with simply pawing 
through it. The entrance to it is by two 
gates, flne of which was constructed by the 
merchants, and the other, by the manufac^ 
turefs. The toWn is situated on an emir 
nenccu and washed by the Upa^ over which 
is a very handsome bridge* In order to * 
guard this country from the incursions of th« 
little. Jsud^vs, the Russians had formerly 
erjeqt^ a fortified line, which :eadpd ii«ir 



Sfeikbtt^k oft the V^olga; but 'iiioY^i^6kri^ 
. tithei' fortificatiohs *haVe Be^fi 'fcoiistractedF, 
which render the old entrencbin^^ts^ iib^ 
. liitciy us^ess. ' ' • ' ; '^ ''^"'' =* ''- ''^' 

-•'^Aifler crossing a great numb^ of- hflfej 
which uninterruptedly succeeded ^achbther, 
and five cohside^rable villages, '^V^f ^ ^bbut 
two o'clock, *re9.ched Woschani, sitUatlerd d(i 
the river of the same name. Qijr want Of 
liorses obliged us to hire some 'f<5!r "the tW6 
remaining stage$. In this caiitbn? we^ol^ 
sferved a number of Wlt^ids and sifilldg^ 
After having quitted, towards inidriight,'^tftfe 
little town of Serp.uch6w,;knowri^-byit»*inSki 
lUtfeiCtories for sjiil-cloth, soap, dhd'Biik^ W* 
the next day Cached th^ p(]«t-hotis6 of t^ 
pasni^s where ^ we were obliged^ to tiajr 
> couple of hours to have the wheel's Of OOl* 
carriage repaired. The villages of the eft^ 
vlr^hs belong, for. the most part, td^Rus^hot 
nobiemen, whose harsh, and fre<^uently ty* 

rannical, conduct towards their vassal^ can^ 

* • • ' ' . . . ■ 

not' faiil of exciting the sensibility of etfel^y 
mind which for a moment pauses on the o|)- 
pressibris they exercise towards these unfor* 
Uihati& beings^ We arrived about ifocrokt 



oi wJbiqh. runs, the Pokra, caused us .very. ^ 
l^fe^t jple^ur^. . ^Ve passed this river, by 
'§,baptoie..l»ri4ge, an(^'proceede'd towds 
.^QSfiovjif froxfi which we were now^ only 
:^fe^l)^5-iip: >JV?^^^s .distance.. We jperc^^^^^^ 
#*fagff^'.Pi*y situated at the conflux of tlje. 
J^U»;^nd the Moskwa, the shores o/ which 

m^. m]?^^:, ^^^ ^cuUivated' iaiid^^ Je- 
Itfihtful n??ado ws, and woods* We had a very 

j}f^a fi^aq ^urmg tlie \yhole ot this dajj^sjou/- 
»£y#.and it was near seven o'clock in .th^ 

^i^yenpg when we entered the town. Our 

.^e ^tp arrive at the post-.house, we were, 
more than half an hour in liudine the mn 
we;ip^ei^ded to stop at^ We passed tqe fol- 

.AQWiftK ^^y in our bed-rooms, in order to re- 
.CQvei;,trom the tatigue or the journey. 

On Wednesday, Vfe; towards noon,' I 
.paiq ^^ visit to Mr. Gpgel, counsellor of state, 
)an4 director of the great hospital for orphans.. 
He received me with equal politeness and 

, "Jfipqship, which made me some amends for 



imTitig passed the {^receding day itf ¥ ^H^-^ 
ber, or rather ih a soh df^My^]pfri^/ 
&ou^ our host assured us that it Wa^4h^ 
beift'his house contained, and a|:/{}fopnated ts 
l^uesttf of ^tinction. 

The next day I wdked in the p«M!t gar- 
doi; which is behind the imperial para<ie/ si- 
tuated^vee werstes from the town, and ftorti' 
&e place of our abode. This g&rdeil is in*- 
ftrlkely finer, larger, and more varied thatt 
mSit of Petersburg. It has a great numb^ 
of good walks, afbours, basoiis, islands/ and 
buildings-constructed in the form of ternples. 
The view of these diiferent objects afforded 
^e a most delightful evening, and I re^ 
greeted that the time devoted to ejcamining". 
them passiid with so much rapidity. 

On Sunday I passed through the Swiatala 
tTorOta (Ae holy gate), to go to the Ceritrail 
pan of the town called Kwnl, Or the for- 
tntk Soma years ago it was in contempla- 
tto& 10 biiild a palace in this quarter for the 
CafarSft but^ project Was not* put in eiei:u> 
tion. Tbk Bi^reml ts situated, as I have 44ftsC 
tQentjioiMed^ /tfiiih^ ^oeptre of Jbe. town ^n s^q 
tmi&te9e» and surrounded by gratis 



wiiici?(a.?^TPWcfe J-egrett«d iiot lmm:&iim9i 
I was, however, mzds 8om^mfm^AJ^2ih% 
cl^tOMQg; , (it^/hdml , I . enjoyed vfenpii f he 
IwaDr^fliki, one d ike hlgli^^st^ieplrt 
m. M<^9w»juid .which qomaund^^ Wlielf} 
tawa utd^ its ■ envirmis. It ,cqnlajinah,.4i. -b^ 
wbldi: .weighs twelve thoqs^d ar^dz si^la;^ 

)VQ}^hu . Having fallen down to the gro^^ 
diirinj^, an earthquake* every end^a^our tof 
raiae.il has hitherto been ineffectuaik^jvrTii^' 
aaipeptipalace of the ^ssan stiU ^^^ l^ 
ip ;^ state, of wiins. X went at nfi^ tf^i^^ 
Lutheran church, where I hear4:;a^^ae .liiet: 
Course, from the n^nister BrKQtC^ l 3 •Ai^r 
t<Hi^> J dixied with Mr 4 S^h^de^^^^xifff^kUf 
oi^ cff^i V and a native . of . WijslS^jDa^r^ j } Jfe 
the e\?eoiag we walkes^, in t^ fMn gWt; 
d»ifi> near which is( \^j ittti^H $»iM^'aini 
tended- )foi: the tesidpwo^4^,^.^pw^^}:^M>' 

*Tne pdttd i< a; Weight in use sn the Russian em- 



progress has been su^p^nded by the W»r^ ' 
weir as that of the mafble chi^roh bftgun at s 
Peiersburg. Notwithstanding the enorm0ii« 
snms expended for this last edifice, it isnol 
finisl^ed^ but, on the contrary, is falling froni 
da^ to day into ruins. A very celebraled 
Italian is the architect of this undertaking. 

On Monday, in. the evening, we quitted 
M<^cbw, and took the great road to Twers.r . 
The sky was so charged with clouds, that we i 
were prematurely ovei^taken by complete ob- / 
scurity* . . s 

' We arrived on Tuesday, at two o'clock m / , 
the morning, at Tschernoi-Grias, twenty- ; 
eight werstes from Moscow, and aga^in left it , 
Soon after sun-rising. The road^ all the way 
t6 Ptetersburg, is in general very fine, and 
cr6s$eS: a q^ntity of woods. It was near 
digbt o'clock in the morning when we ar-. 
rived at the little village of Petschki, tbc 
second stage, and twcntyrthree werstes from' /. 
MosoDW. -My companion wishing to pa)r 
^ visit to a person of his acquaintance resid-?* . 
ing at Saldino, twenty werstes . distaijt^ , it 
appeared to me that I ought not , to :^refi^ 
a proposal tha^t was as agreeable to me as^:^ 



!ihtt6e£(i. This villaget situated oh an ethn 
netice, is air estate belonging to the faniily 
of TatisditeWi It is impossible to imagind 
any thing more^ beautiful than this spot. It 
cotvsists of an infinity of dumps of trees adom* 
ing the banks of a krge bason of water, of 
tke handsomest avenues and most magnifi- 
cent gardens, in which are a number of pa- 
vilions with windows of Bohemian glass, to 
say nothing of the rare and curious objects 
which have been collected by the proprietor, 
and which supply what may have beeii 
neglected by nature in the embellishment of 
the scene. A smaller degree of perfection* 
would have been sufficient to induce us to' 
accept with pleasure and gratitude the irivi**' 
tation given us by my companion's friend,- 
to pass a day in this charming retreat T^t 
whole afternoon was employ^ ih examining' 
its different parts, and enjoying the beautiet 
of the various and enchanting* speetaclbs 
wich at every step presented theniselves to 
our view. ; 

On Wednesday, %^ ]l^;; we quitted tliis pldce 
in ^e morning, and gained a hill which 
ei)ndiicted us near a seat belonging to ' the 
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house of 'Otlowy situaEt^ a $v^l ^^^mnofi 
irom the highroad^ We vcrf/scK>a afib?r 
arrived at the Httle town of Kim, -T^facR ^MC 
b&d reached halfway to Sawidow|^, we p^sod 
the river Sosdia^ which separates the govero-' 
itieht of Mosorw from that of Twer, Tb^ 
road whicli formerly was, in geii^ralt mudb 
neglected and very bad* we now foi^d in 
preUy good co^dkion^ a$ well as i)he 4i^'< 
rent bridges over whicji wc passe^, J 

. . After proceeding for sofie dme throtigfa 
deep sai>ds, we arriv^ed about six o';9loc;^«in 
die eveaing at Gorodaaia, where we w^o 
obliged to stay two hours for want of hcHrae^, 
This place contains a very haiiwlsQme qhwxh 
feuik of stone, on an eminejioe which. copi^ 
mandu die V^ga, It was near midnight 
wiien we arrived at Twer, situated on the 
Twerza, one of the handsomest tosvus. to 
be met with on the road from Moscow 
to Pettergburg. Having been a puey to the 
flames in 17^5, Catharine th^ Secoa4 ov» 
dered those parts of it that had been, burnt 
to he lisbuik of bricl^s, and gave fifty, diou- 
a&0jd ix)id>le$ for dii& purpose^ . Thk anient 
i^id^nce of sewrai^ ^eat duket and fiiiAoei 
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IFsfMVed to such a degree of prosperity; 
: thtrt it may fee fairly considered as one of the 
finest and most regular built towns in Eu- 
rope, It enjoys from its situation a facility 
of communication which contributes to its 
being supplied at a low price with the pro- 
ductions of the country round it* The tra- 
vellers who visit Twer never fail to ask for 
i^rgeon, which is caught in the Volga and 
kept in reservoirs. 

We stopped at Madnee, thirty werstes fur- 
ther on, only long enough to breakfast, and 
then proceeded towards the town of Tors- 
chok, thirty-three werstes beyond it. Com- 
merce has lately considerably increased in 
this town. The augmentation of that carried 
on in the Baltic, w^th the dearness of the pro- 
ductions of the country, occasioned by their 
exportation, and the supplies sent daily to 
Petersburg, appear to have given new life 
and activity to the whole of this canton. 
AH this is only disadvantageous to great 
towns, where the high price of the neces- 
saries of life, which come from the interiorx>f 
tllie country, or frdm foreign state^^ be<^pmes 
stiB higher every df y, and is by m means 
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proportioned to the resources of, 
i, ])av|Og : but' A tettiin i^everrae to 45ul)fi^st 

. '. • V.-. n;;)::;r^i^..^uU^ 

•x^B»^as^iifear noon when we arrived in this 

' ■ . • • ^- ' * ■- "".'"^ , y i ■'"•' r-/. MI ■ 

town. As wfe went aiang, we severaL times 
^iJis^oyeredtthe Twerza; which .wihBs.thypygli 
^ifeft wb<ite of this canton; ' ^7e trav'efle(i cout 
ttoually^kmong sands, with the exception j 9^ 
centabi "plSces which had not the least tuipe-pf 
jp^em . The greate s t part of the woods we me| 
yrifch .oiixaich side of Moscow are nothing 
tnoredian small copses. We attributed t]ii| 
tft the' quafttity of villages m the envirops,^ 
9Qd the. -gf&at -consumption of these, ^yood4 
ftrf» the. roads, which are principally formq^^ 
ftf beams and thick planks place4 side . bv: 

'jaefbreipeaching the <irst stage, distant tbir^ 
ty?eight werstes, we went through sev.eral-r 
, smalL villages, where we remarked, with 
great pleasure, the comfortable situation pf 
the peasants. The greatest part of these vU,? 
lages: i>elong to the crown, wh^ch tregteits^ 
vassals ^ith more Icindness aJnd consid^ratipn*. 
than :]£ the case With uie Ryssian n9hiljJy3^f^' 
It-cpnfi©(]pieKt]^ happejis, ^tha^^ ^ey pruo^c.^^r 
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'^l^ikivanta^^ from this vcirqumstanjqfciv and 
^'this id instantly sensible to observers, by the t 

appearance of their houses, which artlex- 
'Wemety clean and comfortable, ' '^ 

^^ ^The next day, about six in the eFening, tl^ 
reached the village of Widropusk, situated dh 
two eminences which qommand theTwerzci. 
^hree hours after, we met with the little town 
of wischnei Wolotzchok, and went throiigh 
at very lafrge street in it, lined o© each side 
With, houses built* with wood, : as arer ali 
tliose of the neighbouring villages. Weiiiext 
entered a large square^ the houses :of whacb 
^ere of free-stone, This little town ii alsa 
^tuated on the Twerza, which in thisispol: 1i 
continually covered with trading vessels^ 
This place, which has been raised if>taa pico- 
vincial town, is become very important to 
Petersburg, on accounj of the facility of ^ts-* 
communication by water. It is here 4ltatir in 
the reign of Peter the Great, a mercbaot of 
the name of Serdukow openjed a junction^ ^ 
between the Twerza and the Msta, by the miw 
$truction of a canal and two sluiceSt .three 
welrst^ long. This canal is the raore ad van-' i 
ta^e6us^' as it hais effected a navigatioQ froii\ 



jthe Baltfo to the Caspian Sea, Hvi'^Af 
jjnerce also of this to wn, as well as the wealth 
of, the inhabitants^ is consi<ierahly inewasedi 
Population is become very contSkdefabte in it 
for the last twenty years^ an^i the greatest 
part of its houses are very well buUf • 

Leaving this town, we pursued our way 
along the shores of the .Twefza, which wC 
afterwards crossed by two very hand$omo 
gtone bridges. The road |s iii gfeneraV very 
fine, with the exceptioii of soiAe ^andy spots^ 
and a great quantity of woods^ with \tBiQli'it 
is choked on all sides* ' \ . 

Ov^ Friday we reached Edrowo, a pretty 
9pnsiderable village, situated in a country 
formed of plains, and affording diiferent and 
S^reeable pictures()ue points of view/ A tra*- 
yeller whose eyes, have been fatigued by an 
almost perpetual monotony and uniformity^ 
directe them with great pleasure to a scene 
entirely different, consisting of a great nuni-* 
ber of lakes and hills, which here on all side§ 
present themselves to his view* It was hocm 
when we arrived at Waldaia, aU tlie cBtraiicfe 
. of which is the post-house* This small toWfi 
contiii|is sevei:al hahdsome homesri^iuil^ol 
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In whvcbar^ several' islandls, oneof^hicH c»i^' 
taiiisithepwjvkit of Iv^^ 165 » 

by Nifone, the patriarch of CoMtantiiwpte* 
Jfi\lthGse patticiaUrities r€n4er:the country, as 
lap asf Pfetersburg, extremely (felightful «toii^ 
cimrw3jing> The road, hbV^^erv is not tfe^* 
easy, being paved all the'Wayj* a&d ooASistiftg 
of an uninterrupted succession of iteep hltfd/* 
as far as Jafircfallzi' where' we^^ aitrlved' aWut 
three; o'd*ck, w*ii<!!b greatly ifatigoe {hG"ti>Jj4 ^ 
,*eller. TiMi'vilfeige, v/iilah ik< rathter>c6hi: 
sM«rafiile. « tiwMity^djTee tveftiefe 'ftmv WSi"' 
; (chia/.the--- dut(i<tokvi of a •|)rG>vi)rtGe ^feSf 
vasipeopleMl hf the Csar Al^Kis Mlchfi^kfW^ 
itsdb, M^h Mkb aMd rii^laiiid'^ ^t4^^^ 
whid| k &e pavfse that tke' j^&dri«a^ts hStW- 
fi-^^k^ar 'aec^ii t (h^at'*^x<^4ns' ^i^ 6 i-igki I < 
Fpoft> fe€iw3<B tq Ktedii, -ivhiefi we- 4*d htif 

\'«! ni€f wit)b very -iilfidy aiM' fatlg^ftg'foa^s^ ••' 

O*; Saturday *J*« tV Jfuly -^pfe <^'^e swtf 
prided ^ft awaking aferout fquf b'dodk 'ffl thfe^ 
rilWnmg, to find oiirscilVesi £m the road' t)>' 
Prounkza, a telwably -extensnvie' village, an^ 
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^w^des obtained a victory bv£t the , lUMsiaiis!: 
in 1714. \Ye found the foads a little; bdtter; 
before w? reached th6 next post-houseji wiieitt : 
we arrived about ten o'clock. : , \. ' 

.In the en viranjs of Brounitza we passed' tli^ 
Msta by a bridge of boats. This cantdn ex^'t 
hibit$ nothing but a continMiatiiin jctf.<ptainfe 
and* flat country, whic^ eitends ;|;o i 9^ ! qc^q* 
^^derable distance. ..};;;. 

Towards j)pon we reached : No wogoroA oa 
the Wotohpw, in the apot Where this ; riveit . 
rises out of the .lake Ilynen. . Thei town it/ 
icery Ancient; and it is e^ea. pretended that St 
c^ist^ before ...the arrival of j the Sdavi mi 
Russia. Nothing remains: o£ its anqient 
splendour bM.t;it$ oldwall^ and a vastinclo*! 
sure, defejwjed hy deep tnoats^ and contaiiW; 
ipg tilled lands and. fields, - It is the see id^ api; 
archbishopi whp bears, ih^n^me of prototroWf. 
^d is tbp -ordinary njgri of the merchandize 
which conies from th^ Levant* and from the 
west. A Qonsiderabie conynerce of leather^ is 
carried pn in it. We wept through the tpW*. 
without sleeping, in ordqr to reach; thi>( 
KremI, and proceed on our road. We herfi- 
iouad the roads rn excellent, repair, and fjjjii. ^he, 
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most part paved with very pointed stones, 
which occasioned us at least as much joking 
ias the beams we have before spoken of: The 
post-horse business is generally conducted by 
young boys, from ten to eleven years old, 
who manage the horses with admirable 
skill; and though they have often six horses 
abreast to conduct, they so perfectly under- 
stand their occupation, that no accidcfnt ever 
happens. 

At t\Vo o'clock in the afternoon we arrived 
at Podb^rQsa^ a ivillage belonging to the arch- 
bishop of Nowogorod,.and from thence pro- 
ceeded to Tosna. The difficulty of procuring 
horses obliged us to address ourselves to a 
common carrier, with whom we agreed for 
conducting us to Petersburg, where we at 
length arrived on the -^ July towards the 
close of day, after a long journey, which we 
were delighted in having brought to so for- 
tunate a conctosion. 
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THE. END. 
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